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BRITISH PLUTARCH. 

Th e life o f 

Wl Li I A M S H A K E S P E A R'l 


T here ha^y been feme ages 
Providence^3®Mw*j^‘ ^ 
remarkable ipanner, to difplay itfelf, in giv- 
ing to the^orfdthe fineft geniufes to iHntni- 
nate a people formerly barbarous. After a 
long night of Gothfc ignorance, after many 
ages of priellcraft and» fuperftition, learning 
and genius vifited our iil^d in the days of the, 
renowned EU^abeeh, It was then that liberty 
feegaa to dawn, and the people, having fhoolc 
olF the reftraints of prieHly auilerity^ prefutvMsd 
^ think for themfclvcs. 


At' 


VoL* V. 
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f " aRITifH PLUTARCH. 

, At an sera fb remarkable as this, {o famous 
in hiftory^ it Teems no wonder that theV^ation 
liquid be bJefled with thoie immortal orna- 
inents of wit ^ind learning, •who all confpired 
at once CO make it famous. 

This aftonilhing genius. Teemed to be 
commifTioned from above, to deliver nis not 
only from the ignorance undgr which we la- 
boured as to poetry, but to can y poetry almoft 
to its perfection, ,But to write a panegyric 
on Shakefpear, appears as unneceflary as the 
attempt would bt \ain ; for whoever has any 
tade for what is gieat, terrible, or tender, 
may meet with the ampleft gratification in 
Shakefpear ; as may thofe alfo who have a ^ 
tafle for drollery and true humour. His ge- 
nius was aimofl boundlefs ; and he fucceeded 
in every part of writing, 

I cannot forbear giving the charaCler of 
Shakefpear in the words of a great genius, in 
*** » K*'ologue fpoken by Mr.^ Garrick when he 
lirft i as manager. 

When Learning's triumph o'er her barb’rous 
foes 

t'irft trod the flage, —immortal Shakefpear 
rofe : 

Each change of mauf-colour'd life ne drew ; 
Exhaulled worlds, and then imagin’d new ; 
Exiilence Taw him Tpurn her bounded reign« 
44td panting Time toil’d after him in vain. 


All 



WILLIAM SHAKESPEATl. J 
« AH men have difcovered a curioiity to ktiOHr 
the little ilories and particularities of a great 
genius , for it oft^n happens, that, when we 
attend a man to his clofet, andnvatch his mo^ 
ments of folitude, we fhall find fuch expref- 
lions drop from him, or we may obferve fuch 
inftanSes of peculiar condudb, as will let us 
more into his aeal charafier, than ever we 
can difcovea while we converfc with him in 
public, and when, perhaps, he appears under 
a kind of m^afk. 

'I here are but few things known of this 
great man ; few incidents of his life have de- 
j feended to pofterity ; and, thcAigh, no doubt, 
the fame of his abilities made a great nolle in 
the age in wl^ich he Houriihed, yet his Aation 
was not fuch as te-prroduce many incidents, as 
it was fulijeft but to few vicillitudes. 

Rowe, who well underllood, and greatly ad- 
mired, Shakefpear, has been at pains to cpl- 
lefk what incideiUj^cre known, or wetg 
found, conceiningnin^,^^. ’ ‘ -V X^^jfny upon 
Mr. Rowe’s authoiicy we build the account 
now given* 

Our autnorwas thefon of John Shakefpear, 
and was born at Sti afford upon Avon m War* 
wicklliire, in April, I 04 , as it appears by 
the public records relating to that town. Th^ 
family from which he is defeended was orgood 
figure^nd falhion there; and arc mentiof^ 
as gf^ntleroen. His father, who was a com- 
derable dealer in wool, being encumbered 
with a Targe family of ten children, could af- 
" — B 2 ford 
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ford to give his eld eft fon but a flender ^duc^- 
tion. He had bred him at a free Ichool, 
where he acquired what Latin he was matter 
of ; but how^ well he underttood that lan- 
guage ; or whethtr, after his leaving the 
Rhool, he made a greater proficiency ^in it, 
has been difputed, '’i d is a point very difficult 
to fettle. Ho'vcvtu it is Ccitain, that Mr. 
John Shakefpear, our author’s ^father, was 
obliged to withdraw him early from fchool, 
in order to hate hio rflittance in bis own em- 
ployment towaids fupporting the reft of the 
family. 

** It is \\]fHout controiTrfy,” fays Rowe, i 

that in his works we fcarce find any traces 
that look like an imitation of the antients. 


delicacy of his tatte, and the natural bent 
'W his own genius, equal, if not ftperior, to 


^ his own genius, equal, if not ftperior, to 
lome of the beft of theirs, would certainly 
Jiave led him to read and ttudy them with fo 
Wfi rhnt their fine images 

wouldi^ifenTT-^rv^Sinuated themfclves in- 


to, and been mixed with, his o\tn wiitings ; 
fo that his not copying at ieatt fom^diing from 


them, may be an argument of his never hav- 
ing read them. Whether his ignorance of the 
'ancients was difadvafitageous to him or no, 
may admit of difpufc ; for, though the know- 
ledge of them Plight have made him more cor- 
reft, yt^t it is not impiobable, but the regu- 
larity and deference for them which would have 
attended that corrednefs, might have reftiained 


fomc 



WILLIAM SHAKESP^AR. j 

ftme of that iire, impetuority, and even beau* 
tilul ^extravagance, which we cannot help ad- 
miring in Sliakefpeaj 

As to his want of learniff^, Mr. Pope 
makes the following juft obfervation : That 
there Js ceitainly a vaft difterence between 
learning and languages. “ How far he u^s 
ignorant of thtf latter, I cannot,” fays he, 

“ determine j but it is plain he had much 
reading, at leaft, if they will not call it learn- 
ing • nor is*it any gieat matter if a man has 
knowledge, whether he has k from one lan- 
guage or from another. Nothing is more 
1 evident than, that he had a tlifte for natural 
philofophy, mechanics, ancient and modern 
hiilory, poetical learning, and mythology. 
Wc find him very knowing in the cuftbms, 
rites andfbanners of the Romans. In 
lanus and Julius Csfar, not only the fpixic^ 
but manners, of the Romans, are ex aiStly^ 
drawn j and diftin£lion 

between the manners ot'e.^w in the 

time of the former and the latter. His read* 
ing in thc^ncient hiftorians is no lefs confpi* 
cuous, in many references to part'ciflar paf* 
fages ; and the fpeec^es copied from Plutarch 
in Coriolatius, may ao ^ell be ma I? inflance^i 
of his le*^rning, as thofe"\opied fuin Cicero 
in the L^iraline of Ben Jolnifon. 

“ The manners cf other nations in general, 
the -Egyptians, Venetian®, French, Lc are 
draw.n with equal propriety. Whatever ob- 
B 3 jetl 
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je6t of nature, or branch of fcience, her(^itheSr 
(peaks or defcribes, it is always with compe- 
tent, if not extenfive kno\^Je(l|fe. His de- 
fcriptions are*'llill exa^, and his metaphors 
appropriated, and remarkably drawn, from 
the nature and inherent qualities of each fub- 
jeft. 

“ We have tranflations from Ovid publifhed 
in his name, among thofe poems® which pafs 
for his, and fot fome of which we have un- 
doubted authority, being publifhed by him- 
felf, and dedicated to the earl of Southamp- 
ton. He appears alfo to have been con- 
verfant with Pfautus, from whence he has 
taken the plot of one of his playss. He fol- 
lows the Greek authors, and particularly Da- 
res Phrycius in another ; although 1 will not 
"^ctdnd, continues Mi. Pope, ‘<^to fay m 
what languages he read them.” 

Warburton has ftrongly contended for 
5fiS!l^|ljjyslean^^ produced many 

imitations a1M‘{Jsira"el paflages with ancient 
authors; in which I am inclined to think him 
right, and beg leave to produce a fe^*^ inllances 
of it. He always,” fgys Mr. Warburton, 
makes an antient fpeak the language of an 
tntient. So Julius Cs^far, adi i. feene 2 . 

—Ye Gods! it doth amaze me 
A man of fuch a feeble temper fhould 
So get the Hart of the majedic world. 

And bear the palm alone. 


This 



WILLIAM SHAKESPEAR. jr 
• This noble image is taken from tbe O* 
lymplc games. This majellic world is a fine 
periphrafis of tl^e Roman empire ; majellicy 
becaufe the Romans ranked tlfiShirelves .on .a 
footing with kings ; and a world, becauie 
they galled their empire Orbis Romanas ; but 
the whole ftory feems to allude to CiTfars 
great exemplar, •Alexander, who, when hr was 
alked, Whertierhe would run the courfe ot" the 
Olympic games ? replied, “ Yes, if the racers 
were kings*” So again, in Anthony and Cle- 
opatra, adi.Tcene i. Anthony fays, with an 
ailonilhing fublimityi 

Let Rome in Tyber melt, and the wide arch 
Of the raz’d empire fall. 

Taken frftm the Roman cuftom of raifmg ^ - 
umphal arches to perpetuate their viftones. 

And again, aft. iii. feene 4. Oftavia fays 
to Anthony, of difference between 
her brother, 

— War> ’twixt you twain would be 
As if the world ihould cleave, and that ilain 
men 

Should folder up the reft. 

% 

This thought feems taken from the flory of 
Curtius leaping into the chafm in the Foium, 
in order to clofe it ; fo that, as that was clafed 
by one Roman, if the whole woild were to 
B 4 cleave 
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cleave, Romai s only could folder it up. The 
nKta|>hor of foldeiing is extremely exa&, ac- 
cording to Mr. Warburton ; “ for,” fays he, 
“ as» metal i»»foldered up by metal that is 
more rehned than that which it folders ; ib the 
earth v\as to be foldercd by men, who arc only 
a more refined earth.” The manners of other 
nations in general, Egyptians, Venetians, 
French, &c. are drawn w'lth equisl propriety. 
An inflance of this fhall be produced with 
regard to the Venetians. In the I^erchant of 
Venice, adl. iv. fcenei. 


« ■ His lofies, 

That have of late fo huddled on his back. 
Enough to prefs a ro)al merchant down, 

. Wl are not to imagine the word Royal to be a 
random founding epithet ; it is ufed with gieat 
Bropriety by the poet, and deligned to Ihew 
^fc^wjgellacquainted witl^bA hiftory of the 

uj-on the llage : 
tor, when the Erench and the Venetians, in 
the beginning of the thirteenth cestui y, had 
won Conftantinople, the French, under the 
emperor Heniy, endeavodied to extend their 
conquers in the pro\inces of the Grecian em- 
pire, on the Teira-f\rma, w'h le the Vei eti- 
ans, being mafteis of the Tea; gavelibeiiy to 
any fubjed of the rcpubl’ic, who would fit out 
vefftls, to make thtmfelves mailers of the ifles 
gf thp Archipelago and other m^ntiine places, 

to 
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fo enjoy their Gonquefts in fovereignty, only 
doing homage to the republic for their feveral 
principalities. 

Jn purfuance of this^ licencaf»the Santos, 
the Juftiniani, the Grimaldi, the Summaripas, 
and other*?, all Venetian merchants, erefted 
prindpahties in the feveral places of the Ar- 
chipelago ; and thereby became trulyand pro- 
pel ly Roya^ Merchants. But there are feveral 
places which one cannot forbear thinking a 
tianflation^fiom clalTic writers. In the Tcna- 
peft, a£l V. fccne ii. Profpero lays, 

^ I have 

Called forth the mutinous winds. 

And, 'twixt the gieen Tea, and the azur^d 
vault. 

Set joari«g war ; to the dread ratling tl>itrrder 
Have I given fire, and rifted Jove’s flout oak 
With his own bolt • the flrong bas’d promon- 
tory ^ ^ 

Havel made IhaKe;''^^’ th'^tf^ur? pluckt 
up 

The pine and cedar; graved, at my command. 
Have waft’d their flee^ eis, op’d ajid let them 
forth • 

By my fo potent art. » 

So Medea, in Ovid’s Metamorphofes. 

Stantia concano canta freta ; nubila pello^ 
Nnbilaque inducoVVentos abigo que, vocoque^ 
Vivaquc faxa fua convulfaque robora terra 

B s Et 
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Et fylvas rootreo ; jubeoque heroifcerc montes, 
Et mogire folum, maneifque exire fepulciiHa. 

But to retu«p^ to the incidents of his life. 
Ugon his quitting the grammar-fchool, he 
feeins to have entirely devoted himfelf to that 
way of living which his father propofed ; and, 
in order to fettle in the worl^ after a family 
manner, thought fit to marry whilp he was yet 
very young. His wife was the daughter of 
one Hatchway, faid to have been a fubdantial 
yeoman in the neighbourhood of Stratford. 

In this kind of domeftic obfcuiity he conti' 
pued for feme till, by an ur.happv in- 

ftance of mifcondudt, he was obliged to quit 
the place of his nativity, and take (belter ii. 
London j which lowkdy proved the occafion 
of difplaying t or the g’eniefi geqiufes that 
ever was known iij dramatic poetry. He 
had the mlsfo tuie to h\] in o ill company, 
n^jnong thefe were fomewho made a f»-pquent 
[w imIM' <if [li I uUihufl nil wno engaged 
him more than once in robbing a paik that 
belonged to Sir Thomas T.uev,. of Chailecot, 
near Stratford ; for which he was profecuted 
by that gentleman, as ho thought, fomewhat 
toofeverely; and, in-order to reverge hira- 
felf for this fuppofedrill ufage, he made a bal- 
lad upon him ; and, though this, probably 
the firft efiay of his poetry, be loft, yet it is 
(aid to have been fo very bitter, that it le- 
doubled the profecution againft him to that 
" degree, that he was obliged to leave hjs bufi- 
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nefs and family for feme time, aod (belter him- 
London^ 

This Sir Thomas Lucy was, it is (aid, af- 
terwards ridiculed by Shakei pj^a r. under the 
well known charadler of Juftice Shallow^ It 
is at this time, and upon this accident, thafbe 
is faid to have made his iird acquaintance in 
the playhoufe. 

Here J cannot forbear i elating a ftory wh}cli 
Sir Williani Davenant told Mr. Betterton, who 
communicated it to Mr. Rowe; Rowe told it 
Mr. Pope ,• and Mr. Pope told it to Dr. New- 
ton, the late editor Milton'; and from a 
v»entleman who heard it of him it is here re- 
lated. ^ \ 

“ Concerning Shakefpear^ fiifl appearance 
in the play-honfe, v hen ht came to London 
he was Wiciiout 1* mey 'tends; and, 
ing a ftrangcr, he knc'A lot to whom to ap- 
nly, nor by hat m^ans fo fupport himfelf. 
it that time, coac» not in ufe, and* 

as gewrlem.a a.c ^iloned to i^*’"tlie 
play-iioufe, Shal fpear, driven to the laft ne- 
ceiTity, \vc:_ to th, play-houfe door, and 
picked uj# a lictl ‘ nu>ney by taking care of the 
gentlemen’s horfes vj^tio came to the play. He 
became eminent even in that proftffion, and 
was taken notice of for his diligence and (kill 
in it. He had foon more buiinefs than he 
himfelf could manage, and at laft hired boys 
under him, who were knowii..by the name ot 
Shakefpear’s boys.” 

B 6 Some 
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Some of the players accidentally converfe- 
ing with him, found him fo acute, and A?fifter 
of fo fine a converfation, that, ftruck there- 
with, they raKommended hib to the houfe, 
in^hich he was firft admitted in a vciy low 
fiadon ; but he did not long remain fo, for he 
foon didinguiihed himfelf, if not as an extra- 
ordinary aflor, at leaft as a fine writer. Hie 
name is printed, as the cufiom \^as in thofe 
times, amongft thofe of the other players, be- 
fore fome old plays, but without any particu- 
lar account of what fort of parts he ufed to 
play ; and Mr. Rowe fays, That, though he 
very carefully enquired, he found the top of 
his performance was the ghoft in his own Ham- 
let. 

I Ihould have been much more pleafed,’* 
*i#ontinUes Rowe, ‘‘ to have learned, from fome 
certain authority, which was the fiifl play he 
writ. It would be, without doubt, apleafuie 
^ tj^jiy man curious in things of this kind, to 
fee and*fenowwhat jiu-'Wthe fiflt eflay of a fancy 
like Shakefpear’s.” 

The higheft date which Rowe has been able 
to trace, is Romeo and Juliet, in 1^57, when 
the author was thirty-three years old; and 
Richard 11 . and III. i|?c next year ; viz. the 
thirty-fourth of his age. 

Though the order of time in which hit fc- 
vcral pieces were written be generally uncer- 
tain, yet there are pafTages in fome few of 
them that feem to fix their dates. So the cho- 
rus 
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rus at the end of the iburth of Henry V. 
Dy ^^ompliment very handfomcly tamed to 
the earl of Efiex, (hews the play to have been 
written when that lord was ^neral to the 
queen in Ireland ; and his eulogium ugon 
queen Elizabeth, and her fuccedbr king Janies, 
in the latter end of Kcnry VIII. is a proof 
of that play’s being written after the acceffion 
of the lattej of thefe two princes to the throne 
of England. 

Whatever the particular times of his writ- 
ings were,' the people of the age he lived in, 
who began to grow wonderfully fond of di- 
ver/ions of this &nd, could t>ot but be highly 
pleafed to fee a genius arife amongd tliein, cf 
fo pleafurablc, fo rich a vein, and fo plenti- 
fully capable of furniihing their favourite en- 
tertainm|nts. 

Belidcit the advantage which Shakefpear had 
over all men in the article of wit, he was of a 
fwcet, gentle, amiable difpoiition, and was a 
xiiofl agreeabl^ompa^ion ; fo that b^ame 
dear to all that knew him, both as a friend 
and as a poet ; and by that means was intro- 
duced into the bed company, and held con- 
verfation with the fined chara£lers of his 
time. ^ 

Queen Elizabeth had feverah of his plays 
afled before her; and that princefs was 
too quick a difeerner, and rewarder of 
merit, to fuffer that of Shakefpear’s to be 
neglefled. It is that maiden princefs plainly 
M^hom he intends by 

—A 
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—A fair veAal, throned by the 

Midfummer Night Dream. 

And, in the Jame play, he gives us a poetical 
and lively reprefentation of the queen of Scots, 
and the fate fhe met with. 

— — Thou rememb’reft. 

Since once I fat upon a piomontory, 

And heard a fea-maid, on a dolphin’s back, 
Uttering fuch dulcet and harmonious breath. 
That the rude fea grew civil at her fong, 

And certain Hars fhot madly from their fpheies 
To he^ the fea- maid’s mufic. 

Queen Elizabeth was fo well pleafed with 
the admirable chara^^er of Falllaff, in the two 
parts of Henry IV. that flie commahded him 
to continue it in one play more, and to make 
him in love. This is faid to h.avc been the 
cccSRon* of his writing the^Iv^erry V/ives of 
Windibr. How well ihe was obejed, the 

S itfclf is a proof. And here I cannot 
obfervingr T hat a poci feldon; fuccecds 
■in any lubjedl affigned hinu, fo well as in that 
which is his own choice, and where he has 
the liberty of felefling/ 

Mothing is more certain, than, that Shake- 
fpearhas failed ii the ivleriy Wives of Wind- 
ier : and, though that comedy is not without 
merit, yet it falls ihoit of his other plays 
in which FalllafF is introduced ; and that 

knight 
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knight is not half fo witty in the Merry 
tVivgS of Windfor as in king Henry IV. The 
humour is fcarcely natuiial, and does not ex- 
cite to laughter fo much as the other. 

It appears by the epilogue**‘to Henry IV. 
that the part of Falftaff was written originally 
undey the name of Oldcaflle. Some of that 
family be’ng then remaining, the queen was 
pleaied to command him to alter it; upon 
which he iSade ufe of the name of Falftaff. 
The ftrft offence was indeed, ^voided ; but 1 
am not fure whether the author might not be 
fomewhat to blame in his fecond choice^ fince 
it is certain that Sir John Falftaff, who was a 
knight of the garter, and a lieutenant-general, 
was a name of diftinguiihed merit in the wars 
with France, in the time of Henry V. and 
Flenry VI. 

Shakefpear, befides the queen’s bounty, 
was patronifed by the eail of Southampton, 
famous in the hiftory of that time for his fnend.- 
Ihip to the eai^'of Eff<?x. It was to thXt* no- 
bleman he dedicated his poem of Venus and 
Adonis ; and it is reported, that his lordihip 
gave ourgauthor a thoufand pounds to enable 
him to go through with a purebafe he heard 
he had a mind to make. A bounty, at that 
time, very confiderabfe, as money was then 
valued. There are few inftanccs of fuch libe- 
rality in our times. 

There is no certain account when Shake- 
fpear quitted the ftage for a private life. 
Some have thought that Spenfer’s Thalia, ij;i 
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t\e Tcgrs of tlie Mufes, where flie lament^ 
tfhe lofs of her Willy,* in the comic fcen&^ re- 
la:tes to our poet’s abandoning the ftage : but 
it is well kn(>wn that Spenfef himfelf died in 
the year 1598 ; and five years after this we 
find Shakefpear’s name among the aflors in 
Ben JLohijfon’s Sejanus, which firft madj its 
appearance in 1603 • couljJ he then have 
any thoughts of riftiring, fince, th^t very year, 
a Hcence, by kir^ James J. was granted to him, 
with Barbage, Fhilips, Hemmings, Condel, 
ifec, to exercife the art of playing corned *0% 
tragedies, .&c. as well at their ufual houfe, 
cafied the Globe, on the other fide the water, 
as in any other part of the kingdom, during 
his mgijeily^s pleafure. This licence is printed 
in Rymer’sToedera, Befides, it is certain Shake- 
fpear did not wwte Macbeth till aft§r the ac- 
ceffion of king James!, which he did as a 
compliment to him, as he theie embraces the 
doQrine of witches ; of wluch his maj^Tty 
was fo fond, that he wrote a book called Dai' 
monalpgy, in defence of their exiftence; and 
likewife, at that time, began to touch for 
the evil ; which Shakefpear has talien notice 
t>F, and paid him a fine-turned compliment. 
So that what Spenfer there fays, if it relates 
at all to Shakefpear, mull hint at fome occa- 
fional recefs which he made for a time. 

What particular friendfhips he contrafted 
’with private men, we cannot zt this time 
know, more than that every one who had a 
'true tafte for merit, and could diftinguifh 
men, had generally a juH value and efieem 

for 
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r«r hlip. Hi« exceedin| candor and good na^ 
ture Ihufl certainly have iQclined~aIl the gentler 
part of the worl^ to love him, as the power 
of his wit obliged the men of thtifmoll refined 
knowledge and polite learning to admire 
• hiiu. < 

His acquaintance with Ben Johnfon began 
with a remarkab^ piece of humanity and good 
nature. Mi« Johnfon, who was, at that time, 
altogether unknown to the world, had offered 
one of his plays to the fiage, in order to have 
it adted ; and the perfon into whofe hands it 
was put, after having turned it carclelly over, 
was jud upon returning it to hfm with an ill- 
natured anfwer, That it would be of no fer- 
vice to their company; when Shakefpear luck* 
ily call his eye upon it, and found fome- 
thing fo well in it, as to engage him firft to 
read it through, and afterwards to recom- 
mend Mr. Johnfon, and his writings, to 
public. « 

The latter part of our author’s life was Ipcnt 
in eafe and retirement ; he had the good for- 
tune to gjither an eftatc equal to his wants, 
and in that to his wifli, and is faid to have 
fpent foine yeais before his death in his native 
Stratford. His pjeafarft wit and good nature 
engaged him the acquaintance, and entitled 
him to chefnendlbip of the gentlemen of the 
neighbourhood. It is Hill remembered in that 
county, that he had a particular intimacy with 
one Mr. Combe, an old gentleman, noted theie- 
abouts for his wealth and ufury. It happened 
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that, in a pleafant tonverfation among ft ^thefr 
common frietfds, Mr. Corn be merrily told 
Shakefpear, that he fancied^ he intended to 
write his epitaph, if he happended to out-live 
kim ; and fince he could not know what 
might be laid of him when dead, he defy'ed u 
might be done inimediately ; upon which 
Shakefpear ga\ e him thefe iirfes ; 

c 

Ten in the hupdred lies here engraved, 

*Tis an hundred to ten he is not r-»ved : 

If any man alketb, \\ho lies in this tomb ? 

Oh I oh ! quoth the devil, ’tis my John-a* 
’ Com Be, 

But the Iharpnefs of the fatire is faid to have 
Aung the ir/an fo fcverely, that he never fox* 
gave it. ^ 

' Shakeipear died in the fifty- third year of 
bis age, and was buried on the north- fide of 
the chancel in the great chur.,h at Stratford, 
where a monument U placed on the wall. 
The following is the infcription on the grave- 
Bone. 

Good friend, for Jefus’ fake forbear. 

To dig the dull inclbfed here. 

Bleft be the man that fpares thefe ftones. 

And curs’d be he that moves my bones. 

He had three daughters of whom tw6 lived 
to be married j Judith, the elder, to Mr. Thomas 
Quincy, by whom (he bad three (bn s, who ail died 

wuhout 
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children ; and, Safannah, who was 
his favourite, to Dr. John Hall, a phyfician 
of good reputation in that county. She leffc 
one child, a daughter, who was^* married to 
Thomas Nafh, Efq; and afterw'ards to Sit 
Bernard, of Abingdon, but deceafed 
likewife without ifTae. His dramatic writings 
were full publiflftd together in folio, in 1623, 
by fome of ftie a£lors of the different eompa** 
nicb they had been afted in, and perhaps by 
other fervants of the theatre into whofe hands 
copies might have fallen, and fince republiibed 
by Mr. Rowe, Mr. Pope, Mr. Theobald, Sir 
Thomas Hanmer, and Mr. W^rburton, Ben 
Johnfon, in his difeoveries, has made a fort of 
elTay towards the character of Shakefpear. 1 
fliali prefent it to the readei^ in his own words, 

* “ I temember the players have often 

mentioned it as an honour to Shakefpear, 
that, in writing, he never blotted QUt- a- 
line. My anf^er hath been, would he had 
blotted out a thoufand ! which the/ thought 
had been a malevolent fpeech. I had ' not 
told pofl^ity this, but for their ignorance^ 
who chufe that circupiftance to commend their 
friend by, wherein he moft faulted ; and to 
juftify my own charadA* (for I loved the man, 
and do honour to his roemoiy, on this fide 
idolatry, as much as any). He was indeed 
honed, and of an open free nature, had an ex- 
cellent fancy, brave notions, and gentle ex- 
preflions, wherein he flowed with that facility, 
that fometimes it was neceflary he fhould ^ 

(lopped 
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flopped. His wit was in hii own powers, 
would the rule of it had been fb. Many 
tijnacs he fell into thofe th;iig%whiclr could not 
e/cape laughter; as when he iaid, in tUe per- 
fl)A of Csefar^ one fpeaking to him, 

Czfar thou doft me wrong.*’ 

* He replied, 4 

Caifar did never wrong, but wiiTi juflcaufe/’ 

and many others of the like kind ; .which were 
ridiculous ; but he redeemed his vices with 
his virtues ; there was ever more in them to be 
praifed, than to be p4*’doned.* Ben in his con- 
verfaiion with Mr. Drummond of Hawthorn- 
den, &id, that Shakefpear wanted art, and 
{pmedmes fenfe. The truth is, Ben was him- 
fiplf » better critic than poet ; and though he 
WW ready at difeovering the faults of Shakef. 

was net mafler of fuch a genius 
Sts to ri^ to his CKcellcncksr^ and, great as 
J^hnibn was, he appears not a little tindured 
with envy. Notwithflanding the defeds of 
Shakefpear, he is juliJy elevated above all 
c^her dramatic writers. Jf ever any author 
deferved the pame of original (fays Pope) it 
WAS he : “ His poetfy was infpiration in- 
deed ; hd is not fo much an imitator as an 
inftruiBent of nature ; aj.d it is,not fo juil to 
fiiy of him, that he fpeaks from her, as that 
ihw fpeaks through him. His chaiaders are 
much nature herfelf, that it is a fort of in- 
j^y lo call thepi by fo diftant a name as co- 
> r pies 
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pics of her* The power over our paflious 
likew^ife never poflefTcd in fo eminent a degtee, 
or dirplaydl in fc^many different inflatides, iior 
was he more a ma(ier of the great!^ than of the 
ridiculous in human nature, nor only excelled 
was full as admirable 
in the cooJneft of rcf3e£iion and reasoning : 
his ientiments ftre not only in general the 
moft pertindit and judicious upon every fub^ 
je£l, but, by a talent very peculiar, fomething 
between pencil ation and facility, he hits up- 
on that particular point, on which the bent 
of each argument, or the force of each motivse 
I depends.*’ Our author’s play? are to be dif» 
tinguifhed only into comedies and tragedies. 
Thofe which are called hiftories and even feme 
of his comedies, are really tragedies, with a 
mixture df comedy amongft. them. That 
way of tragi comedy >vas the common mif- 
take of that age, and is indeed become fo 
agreeable to thc^Fnglifh tafte, that though the 
fevereft critics among us cannot bear it, yet 
the generality of our audiences feem better 
pleafed wkh it than an exadi tragedy. There 
is certainly a great^ deal of entertainment in 
his comic humours, and a pleafing and well 
diftinguifhed variety ib thofe charadlers he 
thought fit to exhibit with. His imiiges arc 
indeed every where fo lively, that the thing he 
would reprefent (lands full before you, and 
you pofTefs every part of it; of which this in- 
Hance is adonilliing : it is an image of pa- 
tience. Speaking of a maid in love, he fays, 

« Sh« 
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■ “ She never told her love. . 

** But let concealment, like a worm i’&hua, 
« Feed on her damaik cheek : ihe pin'd in 
thought, 

** And fat like patience on a monument, fnii« 
ling at grief. ^ ' 

Bat what is charafleridically the talent of 
Shakefpear, and which, perhaps is the mcfl 
excellent part of the drama, is the manners of 
his peribns, in ading and m fpeaking what is 
proper for them, and ht to be (bewn by the 
poet, in making apparent difference between 
his cfaaraders, and marking every one in the 
Bronged; manodl*. Poets who have not a little 
facceeded in writing for the ftage, have yet 
fallen fbort of their great original, in the ge- 
neral power of the dramaj none ever found fo 
ready a road to the heart ; his tender feenes 
are incxpreffibly moving ; and fuch as arc meant 
to raife terror, are no lels alarming ; but then, 
Shakefpear does not much Oiine when he is 
conlldercd by particular pafTdges ; he fome- 
times debafes the nobkil images in nature, by 
expieflions which are too vulgar for poetry. 
The ingenious author of^the Rambler has ob- 
ferved that, in the invocation of Macbeth, be- 
fore he proceeds to the murder of Duncan, 
when he' thus exprelTes himfelf: 

I ■ -■ ■ Come thick night 

** And veil thee, in the dunneft fpoke of hell. 
Nor heaven peep through the blanket of 
the dark, 
cry, hold, hold. 


That 
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^TKa( the words dunneft^ and blanket, which 
are (& common in vulga? mouths, deftroy, in 
fomemannory the ^randeer of the image, and 
^were two words of a higher hgniifcation, and 
removed above common ufe, put in their place, 
Li ^pv challenge poetry itfelf to furniih an 
im^e fo noble Poets of an inferior clafs, 
when coniidercd «by particular parages, are 
excellent, but then their ideas are not ib great, 
their drama h not fo fli iking, and it is plain 
enough that they polTefs not fouls fo elevated 
as ShakefpeaV’s. What can be more beauti- 
ful than the flowing enchantments of Rowe ; 
^the delicate and tender touches «of Otway and 
Southern, or the melting enthufiafm of Lee 
and Dryden j but yet none of their pieces have 
aiFefled the human heart like Shakefpear^s, 
But 1 canned conclude the character of Shakef- 
pear, without taking notice, that, belides the 
fuffrage of almofl all wits fince his time in 
his favour, he is^articularly happy in that of 
Dryden, who had read and (ludied him clear- 
ly , fometimes borrowed from him, and well 
knew where his ftrength lay. In his prologue 
to the Teiiif)eft altered, he has the following 
lines : 

ft 

Shakefpear, who, taught by none, did firil im- 
part. 

To Fletcher wit, to laboring Johnfon, art. 

He, monarch like, gave there his fubje^slaw. 
And is that nature which they paint and draw ; 

Fletcher 



BRITISH PLITTARCM; 
Fletcher reachM that^ which on hit heig{bl$ 
grow, • 

While Johnfon crept,. and gather’d all below i 
This did hts love^ ahd this nis mirth digefl, 
One imitateji him mbft, the other beft. 

If they have fince ootwrit all other 
’Tis from the drops which fell from Snakef- 
pear’s • 

The ilorm hrhich vamlh’d on the neighboring 
fhoi^c, , 

Was taught hjp Shakerpear’sTemp^ft firllto roar, 
TlUt 4 c(ti<K!#te and'^autjj which did fmile 
In FMtcher, grew in his iipl^ted ifle. 

But Shalcefpetfris magic couldnot copy’d be, , 
Within that circfe'none durft Avalk but he. 

The play’s of this great author, which are 
forty-three in number, are as follows ; 

1. The Tempeft, a Comedy, a^led in the 
Black Fryars, with applaofe. 

2. The two Gentlemen Verona, a Co- 
medy, writ at the command of queen Eliza- 
beth. 

3. The Frftand Second parts of king Hen- 
ry IV. The character of Falftafr in thefe 
plays is juftly efteemed a maflerpicce ; in the 
fccond part is the cor6nation of king Henry V, 
I'hofe ere founded upon Englifli chronicles. 

4. The Merry Wives of Windfor, a Come- 
dy, written at the command of queen Eliza- 
beth/ 

5. Meafai>e for Meafure, a Comedy; the 
^lot of this play is taken from Cynthia Ci- 
lalni. 


6. The 
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' 7- Mtitffc aMt) Al!r0t]% Nt)thinpy a Cbicttedy^ 
fiir the plot (^e Aiidfto^s Orlando PdHofe. 

8. Lovers Labour loft, a Comedy. 
^yW^^fummer Night's Bream, a Comedy; 

10. The Merchant Of Venice, a Tragi- 
comedy. 

11. As You Like it, a Comedy. 

la. Thc'Tamkg of a Shrewr, a ComedV; 

13. All’s Well that Ends Well. 

^ 14. The Twelfth-Night; of, Whar yon 
will, a Comedy. In this play there is fome<^ 
tiling Angularly ridiculous, in the fahtafticat 
fteward Malvolio ; part of the plot taken from: 
Plautus M^echmi. 

i{. The Winter’s Tale, a Tragi-Comedy f 
ft>f the plot ef this play, confult DotaftliS and 
Fawnia. 

16. The Life and Death of King John, at 
hiftorical play. 

17. The Life and Death of King Richard II. 
a Tragedy. 

18. The Life of King Henry V. an hifto^ 
ricalp%. ^ 

' 19. The fifft patt of Ring Heniy VI. an 
hiftorical play. , ^ 

20. The /eeond part of King Henry VL 
with the death of the good Duke Humphry. 

2 1. The third part of Henry VI, with the 
death^ of the Duke of York. Theft plays 
ctootairi the whole reign of this monarch. 

VoL, V. C Z2. Titer 


t6 

. TbeLi£e aiid D«^th v <>C 
with the Landing oi^ the Earl f^idunojidt 
and the Battle of BofwiirtJ^ ield* In this part 
Mr. Ga^-mk was iirft diBu^nifiied* 

23. The famous Hifiory of the Life of 
King Henry VHI. ^ 

^4. Troilus and Crcflida^ a Tragcd^' The 
plot from Chaucer. * 

2j« Coriolanus, a Tragedy; the ftory from 
Roman hidory. 

26. Titus Andromcus, a Tragedy* 

27. Romeo and Juliet, a Iragedy; the 
plot from Bandello’s novels. This is per-* 
haps one of the moll afiedhng plays of Shalre/- 
pear; it was not long fince aded fourteen 
nights together at both houfes, at the fame 
time, ana it was a few years before revived, 
and afted twelve nights with applaule, at the 
Little Theatre in the Hay-market. 

28. Timon of Athens, a Tragedy ; the 
plot from Lucian’s Dialogues. 

29. Julias Casfar, a Tragedy. 

30. The Tragedy of Macbeth j the plot 
from Buchanan, and other Scotch writers. 

31. Hamlet, Prince of Denmark; a Tragedy. 

|2* Kitig Lear, a Tvagedy 5 for the plot, 

fee Leland and Monmouth. 

33. Othello, the Moor of Venice, a Tra- 
gedy I the plot from Cynthio’s Novels. 

34. Anmony and Cleopatra 5 the Bory 
from Plutarch. 

35. Cymbeline, a Tragedy , the plot from, 
Boccace’s novels. 

36. Pericka 
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3)Sfc- Prioce of Tyre ; an hiftoricai 

play. • 

37. The Landoi| Prodigal, a Comedy* 

« 38. TheXife and death of Thomas Lord 
Cromwell, the, favoiirite of King Henry VJIL 
Hiftory of Sir John Oldcaftle, the 
good Xord Cobham, a Tragedy. Sec Fox’s 
Book of Martyrs, • 

40. The Puritan ; or, the Widow of Wat- 
ling-flreet, a Comedy. 

41. A Yorkihire Tragedy; this is rather 
an Interlude, than a Tragedy, being very (hort, 
^and not divided into a£ls. 

* ‘42. The Tragedy of Locrine, the eldeft 
Son of King Bruins. See the dory in Mil- 
ton’s hiftory of England, 

Our aee^ which demonftrates its tafte in 
nothing lo truly and juftly, as in the admira- 
tion it pays to the works of Shakefpear, has 
had the honour raifing a monument to him 
in Weftminfter Abbey; to effedl which, the 
Tragedy of Julius Cxfar was afled at the 
theatre royal in Drury lane, April 28, 173.8; 
and the prdlits ariiing from it depoAced in the 
hands of the earl of •Burlington, Mr. Pope, 
Dr. Mead, and others, in order to be laid ou^ 
upon the fame monument. A new prologue 
and epilogue were fpoken on that occaAon ; 
the prologue was written by Benjamin Mar- 
tyn, Efq; the epilogue by the honourable 
James Noel Efq; and fpoke by Mrs. Porter, 
ch Shakerpear’s monument there is a noble 
C 2 epitaph 
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epitaph* taken from bas own Tempeft, aifA i$ 
excellently appropriated to him : with £his let 
us clc& his life* only with this obfervation* 
that his w^rks will never oe forgot* till tha^^ 
epitagh is fulfilled. ■'> "■■■ When^ 

'I'he cloud capt towers* the gorgeous paTaces, 
The folemn temples, the great globe itfelf* 
And all which it inherit* fhall mffolve* 

And* like the bafelefs fabric of a vifion* 

Leave not a wreck behind. 



THE 
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• tni LfPB 

Sir'Walter Raleigh. 


S IR Walter Rat eich bo5 n in 
the year 1552, being defeended of an 
ancient &ini1y in Devonihiie, and when but 
fourteenj was lent to finifli his education at the 
univerfity of Oxford, where he b^^came a com* 
%ioner of Oriel Cotlegei Here he diAingUifhed 
himfclf bodi by the ilreagth and vivacity of 
his geniu^i and his application to his lludy : 
he cominued here btit three years^ ibrin 1569, 
being only teventeen years old, he was one of 
the troop of an hundred gemletnen volunteers,, 
whom queen EHaabetB permitted Htniy 
Champernon to B-anfport into France^ for the 
iervice of the protefiant princes. Mr. Raleigh 
had here a go^ opportunity of acquiring ex- 
perience in* the art of war, and^viitt^oving 
himfelf in the knowledge of dtee i^uages^ 
and of men ; he did nqt retam end 

of the year 1575, having Ipept years in 
France. 

The aflivity of his temper did not fuffer 
him to reft long at home, for he went into the 
fcrvice of the prince of Orange againft the 
Spaniards, in K78. 

C 3 
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Soon aftei: this h6 had an oi^rtWky of 
^ying his fortune at fea ; his hair brother, Sit 
Humphry jGilbert, having^ obtained a patent 
to plant and inhabit (bme northern parts clf 
America, unpoiTefled by any, people in alli* 
ance with the queen of England, Mr. ftaleigh 
engaged with a conhderable number of gen- 
tlemen in an expedition to Newfoundland ; 
but this proved unfuccefsful, for divifions ari- 
Jing among the volunteers, Sir Humphry, the 
general, was in iS 79 > obliged to fet fail with 
only a few of his friends ; and, after variety of ® 
misfortunes at fea, returned with the loA- of 
one of his fi»ps in an engagement with thS 
Spaniards, in which Mr, Raleigh was expofod 
to g^reat danger. 

The next year, 1580, upon the defeent of 
(he Spanish and Italian forces into Ireland, 
under the pope’s banner, for the fupport of 
the Defmonds in the rebellion in M Under, 
he obtained a captain’s coibrnifTion ; where, 
under the command of Thomas carl of Or- 
Ittond, governor of Munller, he furprifed the 
Ififo Kerns at Rakele, and having enclofed 
them, took every rebel upon the fpot ; among 
them wnsone loaded, with withies, who being 
aiked, Wha^ he intended to have done with 
them ? boldly anfwcrcd. To have hung up 
the Englilh churls ; upon which captain Ra-^ 
leigh ordered him to be hanged immediately. 
He alfifted lihewife at the fiege of Fort Del 
Oore, which the Spaniih fuccouts under , 

Jdepho 






was, however, on the niothof November 15^9, 
obliged to forrendlr at difcretion : when, by 
order of the lord-deputy, the grcateft pan of 
the garrifon Were put to the fword, the execu^ 
tion ef which*fell to the ihare of the captains , 
•Raleigh and Mackworth, who firft entered ' 
the calUe. 

• During the winter of this year* captain Ra^ 
leigh had his quarters aHigned him at Cork t 
when obfcrving the feditious pradices of 
David lord Barry, and other ringleader^ of 
the rebellion in thole parts, to diftrels the 
peaceable, and to excite the difaiTefted to an 
infurredtion, he took a journey to Dublin, and 
remonllrated to ^he lord-deputy the danger 
rous confequences of thefe pradlices, in fo 
ftrong a manner, that hh lordlhip gave him 
full commiigon to feize the lands of Idrd Bar^ 
.ry, to reduce him to peace and fubjt^on, by 
Aich means ds he ihould think proper ; fbf 
which purpofe he was farniibed with a party 
of horfe : but during this interval, that lord 
hlmfelf burnt the calTle to the 'ground, though 
it was his principal (eat, and laid wafle tnQ 
country round it with greater outrage and de- 
(Irudliaiit than even the zeal of his enemies 
f would have extended to. 

C4 
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CaptaiiKRaKcgh in 

«jtackcd by, Jrita^Eiimfl^. ^ itf 

pgrp^^s at a fopd ST^gMf 

^adCorJcf h^ was inferior tp ^it^EMcaond) 
in number, yet he forced hk ymy throiigh tte 
enemy, and got over the river ; but a gentie- 
man of his company being by fome accident 
thrown in the middle, between the fear of 
drowning and being tal^n, called out to the 
captain help s who, though he had e&aped; 
both dangers, yet ventured inyto rheoi again. 
)OTefcaebit coi^pairion, who ip the ha<le and« 
confufionof remounting, over-leaped his horfe^ 
and felldowfi oa the other Ade into a deep 
mire, where he muft have -been fuffocatcdv 


^ 'the.bPmaoe Raleigh had n.ot recovered 4dm. 
a^fecond time, and brought him to land. He 
fpw waited on the oppofite banh,^' with a llaff 
band and a pillol in the, other, for the 
of 4is campany who were yet to crofs the 
i^iverj b«t diough Fitz-Edmon<iishad got a recruit 
pf ta^lve tpen, yet finding captain Raleigh 
%|i4 hU ground, only exchanged a few rm^ 
wands with him and retired. ^ 

in the earl Ormond going ta 

jj^b^l^d, government of Mmifier waa 

gken Ral^h, in coznnrifiion with, 

^ William Morgan and captain peers. Ra* 
|sigh reitded fome time at Lifmore; bu& 
Afterward?, returning with his little band ^oeT 
eighty foot and eight hor^e, to his old quai> 
tersat Cork, he received intelligence that Bai> 
ty was at Clove with mea # 
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M fK»&' ti^roiigh tbAt topn» and 
«Sbr liMn combat I and i^xoi^ingly at ike 
town’s en4«iaetk^Bvfy with hu fonrea, iurbont 
Me charged with prodigious hram^l'', and {»iit 
to fiiglit ; as he purfu^ his journey^ ke o^t* 
took anlbther company of the enemy in a plaif^ 
by a wood hde, whom be likewafe attackedf' 
though he had oAly iix horfen^n with himi 
expcding juobably that his company ^ould 
ibon join him. But the lebelsy who had gntatt 
ly the advantage of numbers, being cur 
from the wood« and having no otMur relta^ 
&ced about, and fought very de^ratfejy^ 
killing five of the horfes belonging to Ralei] ^hk 
cnaipany, and amongfl thefe his own ; and he 
was in extreme danger himfelfoif betu^ ovet^ 
powered by numbers, if his ferv^t mchoW 
Wright had not inierpofed ; who perceivii^ 
his mafler^s hofie mol^tally wounded with dart^ 
encountered fix of the enemy at once, anil 
killed one of thVm ; while Patric Fagaw ra& 
cued Raleigh, after it had been unfuccersfully 
attempted by James Fitz Richard, wh(^wns 
then read y^ to perifb; which Raleigh feeing, 
would not now fufFer Wilghttp iighrhy him ar^ 
longer; but ordered him to afiid Fitat^Rkhm^ 
which he immediately dfd, by ruihiog inrotl^ 
throng of the enemy, and difpatching him Who* 
^prefied upon Fitz-Richard, reicuing the latter 
from the mod imminent danger, in thilJbttp 
dcirmbh many of the reblels perilhed, an4twe^ 
were carried prifoners to Cark,^ where' Rsdpigh- 
'fcfibrro<e4ieveial other fervices,. till theacb^s 
C ^ beings 
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being reduced, he returned to England, 
his eminent accompliihinents Ipon intr^oced 
him to the notice of the clurt, and her ma« 
jedy’s 6vbur. In February igdi*2, he 
one of thofe perfons of di(lin£lion, who by the 
'queen’s command accompanied the duke of 
At^ou to the Netherlands; and in 1^82, on 
his return, brought letters*from the prince of 
Orange to her majedy. In 1^83, he engaged 
in a fecond expedition with his brother Sir 
Humphry Gilbert, to Newfmindland ; but 
having been two or three days at fea, a con* 
lagious didemper feized his whole crew, and 
he was oblige to return to port ; however, 
by this accident, he eicaped the misfortunes 
of that expedition, in which Sir Humphry, 
after having taken poiTedion of Newfound- 
land in the right of the crown of England, in 
.his return home, unfortunately periled: but 
ill fuccefs could not divert Raleigh from a 
R^eme, which he thought <;i^as of fuch im- 
portance to his country ; he therefore drew up 
an i^ount of its advantages, and laid it be- 
fore queen and council, who were fo well 
fiitisfied with it, that her majedy granted him 
letters patent in favour of his projeft ; * con- 
taining free liberty \o difcover fuch remote 
beathenifii and barbarous lands, as were not 
Equally poifeded by any Chridian, or inhabited 
by Chndian people.’ 

^ Immediately upon this grant, captain Ra- 
leigb dtted out two vedcls, which reached the 
of Florida the fecond of July ; thejr 

fiuled 
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fine &ore aboi^t one' hundred tmd 
twenty miles, debarked, on a.loxv 

land, whtch proved to be an lilatid called 
Wol^ken^ After taking a formal* pofSbffion 
of this country in the name of the queen, 'he 
carried^on a friendly correfpondence with th# 
natives, who fupphed them with proviiions; 
and gave them fdrs and deer fkins in ex* 
change for trifles ; thus encouraged^ eight of 
their crew went twenty miles up the ^iver 
Occam, and next day came to an ifland called 
Roanok, the reiidence of the Indian chief, 
whole houie was built of cedar, and forttflied 
round with ftiarp pieces of timba*. His wife 
came out to them, and ordered her people to 
carry them from the boat on their backs, ^and 
fhewed them many civilities to exprefs her 
friendly intentions towards them, in the ab- 
fence of her huiband. After having gained 
the bell information they could of the flrengdh 
of the Indian nations, and of their con nedliona,. 
alliances, and contefls with each other, they 
returned to England, and made fuch an ad- 
vantageous •report of the fertility of the foil, 
and healthmlnefs of theclimate, that the queen 
favoured the deflgn of fectlmg a colony in that 
country, to which flie g*ave the name of Vir^ 
ginia. 

About two months after captain Raleigh’s 
return, he was chofen knight of the (hire for 
his own county of Devon, and the fame fe&>. 
£on received the honour of knighthood* 
diftiniflion the more honourable to hinti M 
C 6 tM 
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tbbe queen was exoreiuely CftutkMw 
, in bellowing of honoiirs w (he at abe* :^imm 
time grantea him a patent vo licence the vend^ 
ing of wines diroughout kingdbm^ whidi 
was, in a,l] probability, a very lucrative one^^ 
Sir Walter was fo intent upon plannng 
new colony in Virginia, that, in i5r85, <h9 
ftnt out a ^tof feven (ail, under the com-* 
maud of his couiiA, Sir Richand ^jrenvile^ 
general of the expedition, who came to an 
nnchcF at Wokokeoy^from whence they fent 
complkaetit^ to king Wingina, at Roa«» 
after which the general, and a lelcill 
oc^pany, vhited many Indian towns, at oius^ 
of ^ich the Indians having Holen a iilver 
the Engliih burnt the town, and de^ 
Iboyed the corn 4 elds. An afl which they had 
afterwards iirfficient realbn to repent. The 
At returning to his fleet, thought 
weigh ao<^or, and fet fail for England ; 
took in his paflage ^ Spaniih prize 
\Wortii fifty thoufand pounos, with which they 
arrived at Plymouth ; having left behind^ in.^ 
Virginia, one hundred and (even persons • 

^ The ^panilh piize abqve^ mentioned^wste not 
ihe only drmHnfl^nce of good fomtne. iwhicli 
Waftcr this year thi^oebek 
Inland being now totally fappio^d;, 
«her majefly 'gt^irted him twelve thoOfand acres 
of the fo^eited lands ; and this great eflttte 
he planted at his own expence. 

K x$ir Walter,, encouraged by dvlanojb^g;«ai!)i^ 

#tAgd out a th^d ^eufbr Vsi^jnia ^vhemfie; 

Golony^ 
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gt^at difird&s, had^ 
proanreil a pa^l^e into England &om Sii^ 
Francis Drakes v^o had viTtted it in his^ re« 
%arn irom his oon^ueft of St. Domingo, Oiai» 
tbagena, and St. Aagnifine. Raldgh had, iir 
the fprfng of ^at year, lent a Aiip of oneiian-ii^ 
dred tons far the fuccour of that colony; bat 
not airitnng befoiV the people had leit tim 
country, fhe ceturned with all her lading ta> 
England. 

About iifttftn day« after. Sir Rkhard Gr^ 

I vilic arrived at Virginia with three fhipainorei 
iwell dored, for the company of planters whiok' 
^e had left there in 158^ ; hut, landing neither 
tliem, nor the laft-jnentioned (hip, Sir Ri- 
chard, unwilling to lofb the poil^on cf fo 
£ne a country,, landed hfteen men <m the 
iiland of Rbanok, leaving them provifiOn for 
two yearff, fet fail for England^ in 
return, took fome Spanifli prizes-. 

The latter ei!d of the year ber^aui- 

jefty made Sir Walter Raleigh fenefchall oTthe 
‘ dnties of Cornwall and Exeter, and lord^war- 
den of the^nnaries in^Devonfhire and Conv 
wall; hut thelic pa-efermenu expofed him to« 
the eD«y thofe who \wre muon his inferiors 
in mem p and even the earl of 
winchhad once been bts friend,, grew letdons* 
of imi4 imclfet up,, in oppofition tothint, hh 
^nephew, the young earl EiTex ; biit aether 
the fhe couft, nor the a^eriftims ofi‘ 

^lheL"Emipk>'whoiii Rait^i^GOiiUiieacr oonde- 
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(bead to court, could deter him ^om ahendnig 
the duties of his feveral ei^sployments. 

lu the year 1587, Ralei^n prepared a new 
colony of one hundred and fifty men for Vir^ 
gaibia ; appointing Mr. John White governor, 
smd with him twelve afiidants; and incorpo- 
rated them by the name of the governor and 
affij[lants of the city of Raleigh in Virginia. 

On their arrival at Hattarafs, the governor 
difpatched a ftrong party to Roanok, expeft- 
ing to find the fifteen men that were left there ; 
but they fought them in vain. They after- , 
wards found that feveral of them had been 
murdered by the favages, and the red driven 
to a remote part .of the country. This new 
colony having entered into an alliance with 
the natives, confidered that they fhould want 
&e{h fupplies of provifions; and, ^wanting an 
agent to go to England, prevailed on their go- 
vernor to undertake that office, who re- 
turned with his Chips in the liltter end of the 
year. 

Sir Walter, follicitous for the fafety of the 
colony^ prepared a fleet to affid« them ; but 
the apprehenfions of the nation of an inva- 
iion from Spain, in 1588, prevented their 
failing; fo that governor White could only 
obtain two fmall pinnaces, which had the mi 4 
fortune to be fo thoroughly rifled by the ene- 
my, that they were obliged to return back 
without performing the voyage, to the diflrefs 
of the planters abroad,, and the regret of their 
patron at home. 


About 
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. Abott’t thu linie^ he was advanced to the 
po£b of captain of tier majefly’s guard, and was 
one of the councirof war appointed to con(i- 
ier of the moll efFedlual methods for the iecu* 
rity of the nation ; upon which occaiion he 
drew u^p a fcheme which is a proof of hja 
judgment and abilities. But he did not cotf»' 
fine himfelf to the*mere office of giving ad^ 
vice ; he raifed and difeiplined die militia of 
Cornwall ; and, having performed all poffible 
fervices at land, joined the fleet with a fqua« 
n drop of volunteers, and had a confldera* 
ble (hare in the total defeat of the Spanifh ar- 
«nada; when his merit, upon Yo important 
a crifis, jullly raifed him Aill higher in the 
queen’s favour, who now made him gentleman 
of her privy-chamber, and granted him fome 
additional ^vantages to his wine office. 

Don Antonio, king of Portugal, being cx^ 
pelled from his dominions by Philip II. of 
Spain, queen Elfeabeth contributed fix men of 
war, and threefcore thoufand pounds, in or* 
der to reinilate him, and encouraged her fub- 
jeAs to concur in that defign. Sir Walter Ra^ 
leigh, with Sir Frances Drake, and Sir John 
Norris, accompanied ths^t prince to Portugal ; 
and, in this expedition, took a great number 
of hulks belonging to the Hans-towns, laden 
with Spanifh goods, provifions, and ammuni- 
tion, for a new invafion of England : and his 
condudl in the whole affair was fo pleafing to 
her majeily, that (he honoured him, as well 
as the other commanders, with a gold chain*. 
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' In bis return home, he to'uehed on tkocduft 
of Ireland : here he vifited (Spencer, the pOet,' 
who mentions the circumHance of this vHit in 
a paHoral, entitled, Collin Clout’s come homd 
again. And this poet he brought with him to 
Rngland, and introduced him to the queen. 
Rut this is not to be wondered at, fince Raleigh 
himfelf had an excellent genius, as well as 
talle for poetry. 

Raleigh had now formed a defign againft the" 
Spaniaras in the Weft>lndies, in order to in* 
tercept the plafe fleet, and fitted out a mari*»» 
time force for that purpofe, confiding of 
thirteen fhipa of his own and fellow-advcntu- 
eers | to which the queen added two men of 
war, the Garland and Forefight, givi ’g him a 
eommidlon as general of the deet, the pod of 
Meutenant’ general being conferred^on Sir John 
Burgh. 

He fet fail in February, 1 59 i-z ; but tlie 
winds proved fo contrary, th&t he could not 
kave the coaft of England till the fixth of 
May ; and the next day Sir Martin Forbifher 
followed and overtook him with '^he queenV 
letters to recall him ; but, imagining his ho* 
»our engaged in the findertaking, he purfued 
-his courier though he was informed that the 
liing of Spain^had ordered that no fhips fhould 
&il that year,, nor any treafure be brought 
torn the Wed-Indies. But, on the eleventh 
m£ May, meeting with a dorm ofF Cape Fini* 
Rerre, he divided bis fleet into two fquadrons,- 
coi&jauung one to Sir John. Burgh,^ and 

* OtbciT 



WALTEiR RALEI&H- 41 

fiber sto Sir Mfrlin Forbilher, with orders 
to the laaer to lie the fouth eapci keep 
in and terrify the Spaniards on their ciOafis» 
^hile the for4ner lay at the Azores for^ the 
caracs from the Kall-Indies« 

The faccefs of thefe dlrc£iians was anfwcr-, 
able to^he excellent judgment that forme<|v 
thetn ; for the Spahiih admiral, colle^ing hia 
whole naval power to watch Forbiihcr, left 
the caracs unguaided, and the Madre de Dios^ 
then efteemed> the richeft prize ever brought to 
♦England, was feized by Sir John Burgh. 

But, in the heighthof Sir Walter RaleigVs 
fevour with the queen, he fell un’der her ma- 
jefty’s difpkafure for being in love with thf 
daughter of Sir Nicholas Throgmorton, ono 
of the queen’s maids of honour ; and the 
confequence^f the amour difeoVering the in- 
trigue, her majehy ordered him to be confinett 
(or feverai months, and difmiiTed the lady 
from her attejndaRce ; to whom he afterwards 
made the moil honourable reparation he could, 
by marriage ; in which they weie both exam- 
ples of conjjjigal aifeflion and fidelity. 

While Sir Walter Raleigh was under hei^ 
majefty’s difpleafure, he jirojedled the difeo- 
very of the extendve empire of Guiana, in 
Soutb-America, which the Spaniards had theut 
only .viiited, and to this day have never coHi- 
quered Sir Walter having provided a fquaA 
dron of (hips, at a very great expence, the^ 
lord high-admiral Howardj and Sir Robert'. 

^ecil^. 
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Ceci!» conceived io good kn opinion of ihe 
de£gn, that they both confiurred in it. 

. He iet fail on the twenty fixth of February ^ 
1^94*5^ and arrived at the ifle of Trinidad on 
the twenty-fecond of March ; where he made 
him&lf malier of St. Jofeph, a fmall city, and 
made the Spanilh governor prifoner. He 
then, leaving hjs (hips at Curiapan, with an 
hundred men, in fevera] Htcle barks failed four 
hundred miles up the river Oronoque, in fearch 
of Guiana ; but the heat of the^^eather, and 
the torrents, obliged him to return ; which he 
did the latter end of the fammer, i ^95. 

In the year following, he was fo far refioreu 
to favour, that he was engaged in the import- 
ant expe^tion to Cadiz ; wherein the earl of 
EiTex, and the lord high-admiral Howard, 
were joint commanders. On the'twentieth of 

i une they arrived before Cadiz. The lord 
igb’ admiral was of opinion that the land- 
ibrces fhould attack the toWn firil, that the 
fleet might not be expofed to the fire of the 
the city, and forts adjacent ; and the 
coancihof war concurred in this opinion : but, 
as the earl of EfTex was, putting his men into 
boats, in order to laqd them, Sir Walter, not 
happening to have been prefenc at the council 
of war, went dircdlly to the carl, and offered 
filch convincing reafons againfl it, and for their 
flrft falling upon the galleons, and fhips in 
the harbours, that the earl faw the neceffityof 
Storing his feheme, and defired Sir Walter to 
, . diffuiade 
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the admi' 'al that of landing* 
He did fo , the adiniral was convinced ; and, 
Sir Walter’s advice, defeired the attack 
till the next day. 

P'or tjie particulars of this attack, in which 
Sir Walter Raleigh diftinguiflied hinifelf by 
his bravery and his^iudence, and which waS' 
attended with fuch wonderful foccefs, we mail 
refer our readers to Mr. Birch’s account of it. 
It is fufficient for us to fay, that the city was 
taken and plifndered ; tnany of the principal 
•(hips belonging to the Spaniards were ran 
afhore ; and the galleons, with all their trea* 
(are, burnt, to prevent their falling into the 
hands of the Englilh. 

Sir Walter continued in this ftate of barfifli- 
ment from the queen till 1597, and then was 
reilored to favour, and performed feveral other 
fignal fervices. In 1601 he attended the 
queen in her progrefs ; but the death of this 
princefs proved a great misfortune to Sir Wal- 
ter; for her fuccefTor king James I. had been 
greatly prejudiced againft him by the earl of 
Eflex ; yet jfe did not difeover his diflikelbr 
fome time, but treated him with great kihd- 
nefs ; however, his majefty’s pacific genius 
could not relrfh a man of fo martial a fpirit. 
He had not been long upon the throne ticforc 
Sir ^J/alter was difmifTed from his poft of cap- 
tain of the guards ; and, foon after, was 
.^arged with being engaged in a plot againft 
the king, and with carrying on a fecr^t eof- 
refpondence with the king of Spain ; but no 

clear 
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liiear evidence has yet befen prod uced ’oP his 
iteving any concern in though he was 
brought jin guilty, and fentcnced to die. 
to the trial, we refer our readers to the parti- 
cular account given by our author, find (hall 
only add, that it appeared to Sir John Haws, 
foil icitor- general to king ^William, in fo bad 
a light, that he pronounces it very irregular 
throughout, and that the accufations did not 
amount to a legal proof. ‘ I would know, fays he, 
by what law is the Jepofition of a perfon who 
might be brought face to face to the prifoner^^ 
yead as evidence ? I would know by what 
law it is forbidden tjijt the pccu^er Ihould Be 
brought face to face to ti c accuied ? I would 
know by what law ErO''k’s ''»cp''fition of what 
the lord Cobham told i.ia'i f Raleigh was evi- 
dence againfl kdl'^igh ^ f v o’dd k*now by w\ at 
bw the ftory Dyer of v ^at an unknor^^n 
man laid to him rt baibon of Don Raleig 
was evidence againll Raleigh^ I vvould know 
by what ftatute the ftatutes of the 25th of Ed- 
wardill. and 5thof Edward VI. were repealed/ 
Sir Walter, not long after his cd^finemept in 
the Tower, upon the unwearied follici rations 
9/ his lady, who petitioned the king that (he 
might be prifoner with him, was allowed the 
confolation of her company, and his younger 
fon Carew was born there in 1 604. 

. The February. folio wing his majefty made him 
a grant of his forfeited cHate, for the bene^t 
pr his wife and children ; but this was only^ 
for his own life, for he bad, on his refolving 
accept of a challenge from Sir Amias PreU 

ton. 
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ton ^ipe 'years beibre, made it over to lii» 
eldeft fon. But he yid not long enjoy it ; fbo 
Car, the king’s new favourite, naving no for- 
tune of his own, looking out for one, 
vered a daw in the conveyance, upon wMctt 
an inforiHation being exhibited in the exche^ 
quer, judgment was given for the crown, and^ 
Sherborne, and othe/ of his eftatcs, were given/ 
to Car in 1609, the king being inflexible to all 
he petitions of the lady Raleigh for herfelf 
ud her children. 

^ This great man fof fen cd the rigours of 
"»ng confinement in an applicai^jn to varioui^ 
ads of fludies. And though he had the 
een’s protediv a, and prince Henry for his 
•on, during the hcignt the earl of So*' 

. Tet’s favour, yet hr c dd not obtain hiS' 
rcy till after tL -n - d'^ivnadoa of that fa-, 
’te for thv aiuin- - » .^ir Thomas Over-* 
y : but at lafl, by in ' in- of fifteen hundred 
j. M.ids given a wcii Jc a of the new favourite' 
oir *Jeorge Villrrs, he procured his liberty, 
aucr above twelve years confinement in^^be 
Tower, * 

Sir Walter •being now at large, had the 
means of profecuting his old fcheme of Gui- * 
ana, and his majefty granted him a patent for 
that purpofo, at leaft under the privy- fcal, if. 
not under the great feal of England ; which i 
Sir Fmcis Bacon, on being applied to, afliiKd 
him Was a fufiicient parefon for all that was 
paftj^ IS the king had made him admiral' of' hisi 

Beer, 
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fleets and him thfis|}|werof m^tjaljiaw 
ovar his officers and foldi^'s. 

. The whole cxpence of this expedition was 
defrayed'hy Sir Walter Raleigh and his friend \ 
In their palFage, they met with various difap- 
pointments; however, in November, they 
came in light of Guiana, and anchored five 
degrees off the river Caiiana. 

Here Raleigh was received with the ut- 
moil joy hy the Indians, who offered him the 
ibyereignty of the country, which he declined. 
His extreme fickncfs preventing his attempting 
the difcovery of the mines in perfon, he de- 
puted captain Key mis to that fervice, ordering 
nve (hips to fail into the river Oronoque; but, 
three weeks after, landing by night nearer a 
Spaniih town than they expeded, they were 
fet upon by the Spanifh troojps, who were 
fore-armed for their coming. 

This unexpeded attack foon threw them 
into confufion ; and, had not fome of the 
leaders animated the reft, they had all been 
cut to pieces ; but the others, by their exam- 
ple, foon rallying, they made fijch a vigorous 
oppofition, that they forced the'^ Spaniards to 
retreat. 

In the warmth ot the purfuit, the Englifh 
found themfelves at the Spaniijh town before 
they knew where they were. Here the battle 
was renewed, and they were affaulted 1^ the 
governor himfelf, and four or five captains, at 
the head of their companies, when captain'Ra- 

Icigh, 
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^ , cldcft fo« of Sir hurried 911 

by^he heat and snpadencie of yooth, not 
waiting for the muiketeers, ru/hed forwa^, at 
tile head of a company of pikesT, and^ having 
killed one of the Spaniih captains, was (hoc 
by anotifer ; bat, prefHng (till forward with 
his {word, upon the captain who had (hot 
him, the Spaniard,^ with the butt end of his^ 
mu&et, felled him to the ground, and put an 
end to his life; when his (erjeant immediately 
thrull the Spaoiih captain through the body 
^ith his halbert. Two other captains, and the- 
governor himfelf, fell in this engagement. 

•The Spanifh leaders being all thus dif-, 
patched, the reft iled ; fome took fiielter 
about the market' place, from whence they , 
killed and wounded the Engliih at pleafure ; 
fo that there was no way left for fafety but by* 
firing the town, and driving the enemy to the 
woods and mountains. 

Captain Keymii had now an opportunity 
of vifiting the mine, which he attempted with > 
captain Thornhurft, Mr. W. Herbert, Sir 
John Hamden, and others ; bat, upon their 
falling into ah ambufcade, in which they loft 
many of their men, they returned to Sir Wal- t 
ter, without difcovering ttie mine, alledging 
the reafon mentioned above. 


As fome mitigation of their ill fuccefs, and 
as an inducement to further hopes, Keymta 
produced two ingots of gold, which they had 
found in the town, together with a large quan- 
tify of papers found in the governor^ ftudy. 
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Among thef<^ were four liters, wfiichMifeo- 
V^red not only Raleigh’s whole enterprise to 
have been betrayed, but his life hereby put 
into the power of the Spaniards. Thefe let- 
ters alfo difcovered the mparations |nade by 
the Spaniards to* receive Raleigh. 

To the juft indignation which he conceived 
upon this occafton, was added the mortifica* 
don of finding that Keymis had made no trial 
of the mine. He reproached that captain with 
having undone him^ and wounded his credit 
with the king paft recovery. This afTefted 
Keymis fo fenfibly, that he retired to his cab- 
bin, where he fhoc himfelf ; but, finding tlf^ 
wound not mortal, he difpatched himfelr with 
a knife, which he thruft into his heart. 

* The ill ftate of Sir Walter’s health would 
dot fuifer him to repair Keymis’f negle£l. He 
Wae incapable of fuch a vopge, and, at the 
fame time, was in continual apprehenfion of 
being attacked by the Spahilh armada, lent 
out on purpofe to lay wait for and deftroy him ; 
but the enemy mifted him, by ftaying in the 
Wrong place. % 

" On Sir Waltei-’s return home, he found 
that king James had publiihed a proclamation 
deelaring his deteftation of his conduct, af- 
ferting that his majefty had, by eitprefs li- 
mitation, reftrained and forbid Raleigh, from 
attempting any aft of hoftility againft his 
dfear brodier of Spain ; yet it is evident, ^that 
thecomsuffion contained no fuch lixhitation. , 


This 
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Tiii»prodamatio4, however, did not deter 
Sir Walter from iJhding, who refolred to 
furrender himfelf into the king’s iiands, to 
\v4»am he wrote a letter in defence of* himfelf. 
He was feized on the road to London, and re- 
turned w/th the officers to Plymouth. 

On the feventh of Auguft, he arrived at 
London, where he ^as permitted the confine- 
ment of his own houfe ; but having good rea- 
fon not to trull himfelf to the mercy of the 
court, he forced a delign to efcape into 
ranee ; which being difcovered, he was 
feized in a boat below Woolwich, and was, 
cm. the tenth of Auguft, committed to the 
Tower. 

His death was now abfolutely determined, 
yet it was not eafy to find a method to com- 
pafs it, ftncevhis condud in his late expedi* 
tion, could not be ftretched in law to fuch a 
fentence ; it was refolvcd therefore to facrifice 
him to Spain, in»a manner that has juftly ex- 
pofed .the court to the abhorrence of all fuc- 
cecding ages, by calling him down to judg- 
ment on hisb former fentence, pafTed fifteen 
years before.'^Thirs, by a ftrange contariety of 
proceedings, he, who *had been condemned 
for being a friend to the 'Spaniards, now loft 
his life for being their enemy. 

In confequence of this rcfolution, he, hav- 
ing the day before received notice to prepare 
himfhlf for death, was, on the twenty-eighth 
of Odlobcr, taken out of his bed,, in the 
hot fit of an ague, and carried to the King’s 
VoL.V. D Bench 
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Bench bar, at WeftminM*, where th^ ^ief- 
julHce ordered the reco|d Of his con vision 
-and judgment in 1603, to be read ; and then 
demandtd, What he had to offer why exetu- 
tion fhould not be awarded againft him ? To 
this Sir Walter pleaded his comnfiifion for 
his laft voyiage, which implied a reftoring life 
to him, by giving him p«vver, as marfhal, on 
the life and death of others. He then began 
jto juftify his condudl in thit voyage ; but the 
xzourt refufed to hear him, and he was ordered 
for execution the next day. fie then defired 
he might not be cut oflF fo fuddenly, calling 
upon God to be his jndge, before whom J^e 
IhoulJ ftiortly appear, That he was never dif- 
i<Oyai to his majefty, “ which I will juftify,’' 
faid he, ** where I fliall not fear the face of 
any king on earth.’’ ^ 

The lame day a warrant for his execution 
was produced, though his majefty was retired 
into the country. Sir Waltw* his breakfall 
heartily that morning, fmoaked his pipe, and 
made no more of death than if he had been 
to take a journey, when, being jcondudled to 
ihe old palace-yard, Weftminfer, with a 
chearful countenance* he faluted the lords, 
knights, and gentl^en there prefent. After 
which a proclamation was made for filence, 
and he addrelTed himfelf to fpeak in this man- 
ner. 

I defire to be borne withal, for this is the 
^ird day of my fever ; and, if I fhall Ihew 
weaknefs, I befeech you to attribute it to 

my 
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tnytBdbdy^ for thil is the hour in which it is 
wont to coiAe.” ^ 

Then pattfing a while, he fat, anc^ direfted 
hfinfelf towards a window, where the lords of 
Arundel| Northampton, and Doncafler, with 
fome other lords and knights, fat, and fpoke 
as followeth : 

“ I thank God,* of his infinite goodnefs, 
that he hath brought me to die in the light, 
and not in darknefs.*’ But, by reafon that 
the place where the lords. See. fat, was fome 
Jiftance from the fcafFold, that he perceived 
they could not well hear him, he faid, I 
#ill drain my voice, for I would willingly have 
your honours hear me/^ 

But lord Arundel faid, ** Nay, we will 
rather come down to the fcafFold;” wh^ch 
he and fome Others did. Where being come, * 
he faluted them fevcrally, and then began again 
tofpeak as followeth. 

As I faid, f thank God heartily, that he 
hath brought me into the light to die ; and, 
that he bath not fufFered me to die in the dark 
prifon of thy Tower, where I have fufFered a 
great deal of mifery ^pd cruel ficknefs ; and* 

1 thank God that my fev^r hath not taken me 
at this time, as I prayed to Go 4 it might 
not. There are two main points of fafpicion 
that his majelly, as I hear, hath conceived 
againft me. To refolve your lordlhips wherein 
his majefly cannbt be fatisfied, which J defire 
to clear, and to refolve your lordfhip’s of : 

Da « One 
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' One is, That bis malteily hath be^n,- in- 
formed, that I have omn had plots with 
France ; and his majeily hath good reaibn to 
induce him thereunto. One reafon that his 
majeily had to conjedlure fo, was, that, when 
I came back from Guiana, being come to 
Plymouth, I endeavoured to go in a bark to 
Kochei ; which was, for ^hat I would have 
made my peace before I had come to Eng- 
land. 

Another reaibn was. That, upon my 
flight, I did intend to fly into France, for the 
faving of myfelf, having had fome terror from 
above. 

*• A third reafon, that his majefty had 
reafon to fufped, was. The French agent’s 
coming to me. Befides, it was reported, that 
1 had a commiflion from the French king at 
my going forth. Thefc are the reafons that 
his inajefly had, as 1 am informed, to fufped 
me. ' 

“ But this I fay, for a man to call God to 
witnefs to a falihood at the hour of death, is 
far more grievous and impious ^ and that a 
man that fo doth cannot have fSlvation, for 
he hath no time for repentance. Then what 
Avail I expe£l» tbaf am going inflantly to 
render up Ihy account ? 1 do therefore call 

God to witnefs, as I hope to be iaved, and as 
I hope to fee him in his kingdom, which I 
hope I fhall within this quarter of this hour, 
1 n^ver had any commi;£on from the French 


2 
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kin^^^ior ever faw the French king’s hand- 
writing in all my life ^ neither knew f chat 
iheie was a French agent, nor what be was; 
Mil I met him in my galleiy, at my*lodging, 
junlooked for. If I fpeak not true, O Lord, 
Jet me rfever enter into thy kingdom, 

“ The fecond fufpicion was, That his ma- 
jefty had been informed, that I fhould fpeak 
diihonourably and difloyally of my fovereign ; 
but my accufer was a bale Frenchman, and a 
runnagate fellow ; one that hath no dwelling ; 

kind of chymical fellow ; one that I knew 
to be perfidious ; for, being by him drawn 
\fito the aiSlion of fearing myfelf at Winchef- 
tcr, in which I confefs my hand was touched, 
he, being fworn to fecrefy over-night, revealed, 
it the next morning. 

“ But thi| I fpeak now, what have I to do 
with kings ? I have nothing to do with them, 
neither do I fear them ; J have only now to 
do with my God, in whofe prefence I Hand ; 
therefore to tell a lie, were it to gain the 
king’s favour, were vain. Therefore, as I 
hope to be faved at the laft judgn\cnt-day, I 
never fpokt difloyally, or dilhoncftly, of his 
tnajefty in all my life* and therefore I cannot 
but think it ftrange thatnbat French-man, be- 
ing fo bafe and mean a fellow, ihould be fo 
far credited as he bath been. I have dealt 
truly, as 1 hope to be faved ; and I hope I 
fliall be believed. I confefs 1 did attempt to 
cfcape ; I cannot excufe it, but it was only 
tet fove my life. And I do likewife confers, 
D ^ that 
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that I did feign myfelf to j[be iJl-difpoftd 
ilck at SaliA}ury ; but I Ciope it was no fin, 
for the prophet David did make himfelf a 
fool, and fuffered fpittle to fall down up«di 
his beard, to efcape from the hands of his 
enemies, and it was not imputed un'co him : 
fo, what I did, I intended no ill, but to gain 
and prolong time until ^his majelly camc» 
hoping for fome commiferation from him. 
But I forgive this French-man, and Sir Lewis 
Stewkeley, with all my heart; for 1 have re*- 
ceived the facrament this morning of Mr., 
dean of Weliminiler, and I have forgiven all 
men ; but, that they are perfidious, 1 am bounf^ 
in charity to fpeak, that all men may take 
heed of them» 

** Sir Lewis Stewkeley, my keeper and 
kinfman, hath, ailirmed that I fho^ld tell him, 
that my lord Carew, and my lord of Doncafter 
here, did advife me to efcape ; but I proteli, 
before God, I never told him# any fuch thing; 
neither did the lords advife me to any fuch 
matter ; neither is it likely that I ihould tell 
him any fuch tiling of two privy^counfellors ; 
neither had J any reafon to tell hi«n, or he to 
jseport it ; for it is well knowm, he left me fix, 
firven, eight, nine, ^ and ten days together 
alone, to go whither 1 lified, whilH he rode 
himfelf about the country. 

He further accufed me, that I fhould fhew 
him a letter, whereby I did fignify unto him^ 
that 1 would give him ten thoufand pounds 
my efcape ; but God call iny foul into 

everlad- 
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cvedaft 5 ng fire, if | made any fuch proffer of 
ten thoufand pounds, or one thoufand ; but, 
indeed, I fhewcd him a letter, that, if he 
w^uld go with me, there Ihould bt order 
taken for his debts when he was gone ; nei- 
ther had* I ten thousand pounds to give him ; 
for, if I had had fo much, I could have made 
my peace with it Utittr anoihei way than ia 
giving It to Stewkeley. 

“ Further, when I came to Sir Fdward 
Pelham’s houfe, who nad bctn a fol'oivcr of 
^ine, and who gave me good entertainment, 
he gave out, that I had received fome d'*ani 
poifon ; when I anfwcrcd him, that I 
feared no fuch thing, for I was well aflured 
of them in the houfe, and therefore wifhed 
him to have no fuch thought. Now God for- 
give him, foi I do ; and I defirc God to for- 
givc'him. I v^ill not only fay, God is a God 
of revenge ; but I defirc God to forgive hiiiij 
as I do Gcfirc tc%be forgiven of God.” 

Then looking over his note of remem- 
brance, “ Well,” faid he, thus far have I 
gone ; a little more, a little more, and I will 
have done Ify and by. 

“ It was told the king that I was brought 
perforce into England,* and that I did not 
intend to come again ; but Sir Charles Parker, 
Mr. Trefham, Mr. Leake, and divers know 
how I was dealt withal by the common foldi- 
ers which were one hundied and fifty in num- 
bei, who mutinied, and fent for me to come 
D 4 into 
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into the fhlp to them, for linto me they^would 
not come ; and there I wbs forced to take an 
oath that I would not go into Englaiid till 
that they would have me ; otherwife thi^y 
would have caft me into the fea ; and there- 
withal! they diove me into my cab^in, and 
bent all their foices againfl me. 

‘‘ Now, after I had ta^en this oath, with 
wine and otlier things, fuch as I had about 
me, I drew fome of the chiefeft to defift from 
their purpofes ; and, at length, I perfuaded 
them to go into Ireland ; which they were 
willing unto, and would have gone into the® 
north parts of Ireland ; which I difluadejl 
them from, and told them that they were 
Red-Shanks that inhabited there; and with 
much ado I perfuaded them to go into the 
fouth parts of Ireland, promifin^them to get 
their pardons, and was forced to ^ve them one 
hundred and twenty- five pounds at Kinfale, to 
bring them home, otherwife f had never got 
from them. 

“ I hear likewife there was a report that I 
meant not to go to Guiana at all, and that I 
knew not of any mine, nor i^ended any 
fuch thing or matter, byt only to get my li- 
berty, which I had npt the wit to keep. 

“ But I proteft it was my full intciit, and 
for gold ; for gold, for the benefit of his ma- 
jefiy and myfelf, and of thofe that ventured 
and went with me, with the reft of my coun- 
trymen ; but he that knew the head of the 

mine 
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mine|W»uld not difcovcr it> when he faw my 
fon was /lain, but made aw-ay himfelf.” 

Then turning to the earl of Arundel, he 
fait, “ My lord, being in the gallei/ of mv 
fliip, at my depaiti^re, 1 remember your ho- 
nour tool? me by the hand, and faid, You 
would requell one thing of me ; which was, 
That, whether I made a good voyage or a 
bad, I fhould not fail but to return again into 
England 5 which I then promifed you, and 
gave you my faith I would ; and fo I have.'' 
"Jo which my lord anfvvered, “It is true, I 
do very well remember it, they were the veiy. 
lat words I fpake unto you,’* 

“ Anothei flander was raifed of me, That \ 
would have gone away from them, and left 
them at Guiana, But there was a great many 
worthy men - 4 hat accompanied me always 
as my ferjeant major, George Raleigh, and 
divers others, which knew my intent was no-v 
thing fo, '• 

“ Another opinion was held of me, that I 
carried with me to fea fixteen thoufand pieces, 
and that was 3II the voyage 1 intended, only, 
to get money^nto my hands. As I lliall an- 
fwer it before God, I had not in all the world 
in my hands, or others td my ufe, either di- 
rectly, or indirectly, above a hundred pounds 
whereof, when I went, I gave my wife twen- 
ty-five pounds thereof; but the error thereof 
came, as I perceived, by looking over the 
feriviner’s books, where they found the bills 
D5 of 
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of adventure arifipg to a great fum, fq. raifcA 
that falfe report. v ^ 

“ Only 1 >viil borrow a little time of Mr. 
Iheriffs to fpeak of one thing, that doth mai;e 
my heart to bleed to hear that fuch an impu- 
tation fliould be laid upon me ; for ‘'’tis faid, 
that 1 Ihould be a perfecutor of the death of 
the eail of Effex ; and, that I flood in a win- 
dow over^againft him, when he fuffercd, and 
pnlfed out tobacco in difdain of him. God I 
take to witnefs, I Ihed tcais for h\m w'hcn he 
died ; and, as I hope to look God in the face 
hereafter, my lord of Eflex did not fee m^ 
face when he fuffered, for I was afar oiF jji 
the Armory, where I faw him, but he faw not 
me. 

I confefs indeed I was of a contrary fac- 
tion, but I know my lord of EiTex was a noble 
gentleman, and that it would be worfe with 
me when be was gone, for I got the hate of 
thofe which wiflied me well, before, and thofe 
that fet me againfl him, afterwards fet them- 
felves againfl me, and were my greateft ene- 
mies ; and my foul hath many times been, 
grieved that L was not nearer 'if^m when he. 
died; becaufe, as I ounderflood aftei wards, 
that he aiked for me at his death to have been 
reconciled unto me. And thefe be the mate- 
rial points 1. thought good to fpeak of ; and I 
am now,, at ^this inflant, to render up an ac- 
count to God; and, I protefl, as I ftall ap- 
, pear before him, this that I have fpoken is 
taue;,. and I hopel ihall be believed.’^ 


Thea^ 
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'^h«j a proclamation being made, that all 
men Ihould depart the fcaffbld, he prepaied 
himfelf for death ; giving away his hat, his 
c»p, with Tome money, to Aich as he knew 
that ftood near him. And then, taking his 
leave oPthe lords, knights, gentlemen, and 
otheis of his acquaintance ; and, amongft 
the reft, taking his leave of my lord Arun- 
del, he thanked him for his company, and 
entreated him to deftre the king, that no fcan- 
dalous writing^ to defame him might be pub- 
11 ftied after his death j faying fiirther unto 
Tim, “ I have a long journey to go, and 
therefore I will take my leave.** 

Then putting off his doublet and gown, h9' 
defired the headfman to (hew him the axe ^ 
which not being fuddenly granted unto him^ 
he faid, “ I^r’ythce let me fee it, Doft thou 
think that I am afraid of it?’* So it being 
given unto him, he felt along upon the edge 
cf it ; and, fmi^ing, fpake unto Mr, (heriflT, 
faying, “ This is a (harp medicine, but it is 
a phyfician that will cure all difeafes.** After 
which, going to and fro upon the fcafFold on 
cveiy fide, he entreated the company to pray 
to God to give him (length . 

I'he executioner kneding dow4i ai^ed him« 
forgivenefs ; and he, laying his Iiand upon his 
(boulder, forgave him. 

Then being afked which way he would lay 
himfelf on the block,, he made anfwer, and 
fiid, So the lieart be ftrak* k is rio matter 
which way the head linh.** So, laying h’s 
D. 6l he«d. 
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head on^the block, his face being towards the 
eaft, the headfman, throwing down his own 
cloak, becaufe he would not fpoil the pfifon- 
er*s gown, he, giving the headfman a fign 
when he fhoold ftrike, by lifting up his hands, 
the executioner ftruck oiF his head* at two 
blows, his body never ftirinking nor moving. 
His head was Ihewn on e&ch fide of the fcaf- 
fold, and then put into a red leather bag, and 
his wrought velvet gown thrown over it, which 
was afterwards conveyed away Jn a mourning 
coach of his lady’s. 


Sir Walter Raleigh’s Letter to the King the 
Night before his Death* 

THE life which I had, moll tnighty prince, 
t{ie law hath taken from me, and I am now 
but the fame earth and dnH* out of which I 
w'as made. If my offence had any proportion 
with your majelly’s mercy, 1 might defpair ; 
or, if my deferving had any quantity with 
your majelly’s unmeafurable gdodnefs, I might 
yet have hope : but it is you that^uft judge, 
and not I. Name, blood, gentility, orellate, 
I have none ; no, iTot fo much as a being ; 
no, not fo much as a vitam planta. I have 
only a penitent foul in a body of iron, which 
moveth towards the loadHone of death, and 
cannot be withheld from touching it, except 
your majelly’s mercy turn the point towards 
m &at expelleth. Loll 1 am for hearing of 
* vain 
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man, for hearing only, and never believ- 
ing nor accepting. And To little account I 
made of that fpeech of his, which was my 
Condemnation (as my forfaking him ^oth truly 
witnefs) that I never remembered any fuch 
thing till it was at my trial objcded againft 
me. So did he repay mv care, who cared to 
make him good, \^hich 1 now fee no care of 
man can effe6l. But God, for my offence to 
him, hath laid this heavy burdeq on me, mi- 
ferable and unfortunate wretch that I am. But, 
^for not loving you, my fovereign, God hath 
not laid this forrow on me ; for He knows, 
#vith whom I am not in cafe to that 1 ho- 
noured your majefty by fame, and loved and 
admired you by knowledge ; fo that, whether 
I live or die, your majefty’s loving fervant I 
will live an^die. 

If now I write what feems not well-favoured, 
moft merciful prince, vouchfafe to aferibe it to 
the counfel of m dead heart, and to a mind 
* that forrow hath confounded : but the more 
my mifery is, the more is your majeffy'^s 
mercy, if } 4 pu pleafe to behold it ; and the 
lefs I can^eferve, the more liberal your ma- 
jefty’s gift ftiall be. * Herein you lhall onljf 
imitate God, giving frie life : and by giving 
to fuch a one ^om whom there can be no re- 
tribution, but only a defire to pay a lent life 
with the fame great love which the fame great 
goodnefs fhall beftow on it. 

This being the firft letter which ever yotit 
majefty received from a dead man^ I huihbly 

fubmit 
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fubmit myfclf to the will of God, my fuprein^ 
Lord, and lliall willingly and patiently fufter 
whatfoever it fhall pleafe your majefty to afiiid 
me withaL n 

Walter Raleigh* 


The Copy cF Sir Walter Raleigh’s Letter to. 
his Wife, the Night before his Death. 

YOU lhall now receive, my dpar wife, my 
lafl words in thefe my laft lines My love I 
fend you, that you may keep it when I am 
dead; and my counfel, that you may remem- 
ber it when I am no- more. I would not, 
by my will, prefent you with forrows, dear< 
Befs, let them go into the grave with me, and 
be buried in the dull : and, feeir|,g that it is; 
not God’s will that I ihould fee yon any more 
in this life, bear it patiently, and with a 
heart like thyfelf 

Firft, I fend you all the thanks which my 
heart can conceive, or my words can rehearfe,, 
for your many tJ avails, and carq. taken for 
me; which, though they have noif’ taken ef- 
fefl, as you wiflied, yet my debt to you is not 
the left ; but pay ie I never fliall in this^ 
world. 

Secondly, I befcech you, for the love youi 
bare me living, do not hide yourfelf many 
days, but, by your travels, feek to help yous 
mifexable-fortoncsj and the right^of ypur poor 

child^ 
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chUd\ Thy mourning cannot avail me, I anv 
buit dull. 

Thirdly, you (hall underRand that my land 
l^as conveyed, bona fide, to my child- The 
writings were drawn at Midfummer was 
twelve months ; my honeft coufin Brett carv 
teftify fo much, and Dolberry too can remem- 
ber fomewhat theiein : and, I truft my blood 
will quench their malice that have cruelly 
murdered me ; and, that they will not feek. 
alfo to kill thee and thine with extreme po- 
verty. 

’ To what friend to dire£l thee I know not, 
all mine have left me in the true time o£ 
trial ; and I perceive that mj death was deter- 
mined fiom the firft day. Mod for^y I am, 
God knows, that, being thus furpiized with 
death, I can leave you in no better eftate : 
God is my\vitnefs I meant you all my office 
of wines, or all that I could have purchafed' 
by felling it, half my (luff, and all my jewels, 
but fome one for the boy ; but God hath pre- 
^ vented all my refolutions: that great God that 
ruleth all in all * but, if you can live free 
from want* care for no more, the reft is but 
vanity. I*ove God,, and begin betimes to re* 
pofe yourfelf upon him^ and therein you (hall 
find true and lading riches, and^ endlefs conh- 
fort : for the reft, when you have travelled and 
wearied your thoughts over all forts of worldly 
cogitations, you (Hall but fit down by forroi^ 
in the end,. Teach your (bn- alfo. to love and 
fear God^ whilft he is yet young, that the 
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feai* of God may grow with him ; aod *ihf^n 
God will be a hiiiband to you, and a father 
to him ; a hulhand and a father wluch cannot 
be tiken frbm you. 

Bailey oweth me two hundred pounds, and 
Adrian fix hundred pounds, in Jerley. I alib 
have much owing me befides. The arrearages 
of the wines will pay your debts ; and, how- 
foever you do, for my fouPs fake, pay all poor 
men. When I am gone, no doubt but you 
(hall be fought to, for the world rthinks that 
I was very rich. But take heed of the pre- 
tences of men and their affeftions, for they 
laft not but in honeft and worthy men ; and 
no greater niifery can befal you in this life 
than to become a prey, and afterwards to be 
defpifed. I fpeak not this, God knows, to 
diffuade you from marriage, for it^will be bell 
for you both in refpedl of the world and of 
God. As for me, I am no more yours, nor 
you mine; Death hath cut us afunder ; and 
God hath divided me from the world, and ** 
you from me. Remember your poor child for 
his father^s fake, who chofe you, and loved 
you in his happieft times. '* 

Get thofe letters, if it be poffible, which I 
writ to the lords, whefein I fued for my life. 
Cod is my witnefs, it was for you and yours 
that I defired life ; but it is true that I dif« 
dained myfelf for begging of it: for know it, 
my dear wife, that your Ion is the fon of a true 
many and who, in his own refped, defpifeth 
d^th and all his miibapen and ugly forms. I 

cannot^ 
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cannol write much. God, he knows how 
haraJy I Ileal this time while others ileepj and 
jt IS alfo time thatl fhould feparatc my thoughts 
fj«m the world. • 

Beg my dead body, which living was denied 
thee 5 and either lay it at Sherburne, (and, if 
the land continue) or in Exeter-church, by 
my father and mother. 

I can fay no more, time and death call me 
sway. The everlailing, powerful, infinite^ 
and omnipotept God ; that almighty God, 
who is goodnefs itfelf, the true life And true 
Tight, keep thee and thine ; have mercy on 
n^e, and teach me to forgive my perfecutors 
and accufers, and fend us to meet in his glo- 
rious kingdom, My dear wife farewel. Bleis 
my poor boy. Pray for me, and let my good 
God hold yoi^both in his arms. 

Written with the dying hand of fometimea 
thy huiband, but now, alas! overthrown, 

Walter. RALEiaH.» 

A gentleman, who writes the hiftory of 
Raleigh’s lif'e^ infoi ms us. That, comingirom 
Ireland, and being equipped in a very good 
habit, which it feems was the greateft part of 
his edate (and which, 4 }e well obferves, is 
one of the bed means of introducing a mait 
into the woild whofe worth is unknown) as 
the queen was walking in the park, and com** 
ing to a watry place, where ftie fouqd fome 
difficulty to get over. Sir Walter immediately 
pulled off a new plufli coat he had oni, and 
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laid it down for her majeftyto tread on; which* 
the queen was extremely pleafed with, and 
foon after took occaiion to requite. 

To fdch lucky accidents fometimes do m‘en 
owe their fuccefs. l^he greateft merit is often 
defeated by a kind of criminal modefty, or a 
want of opportunity to difcover itfelf ; while 
the forw'ard and bold, thotigh the m oft emptyr 
worthlefs things in nature, often arrive at the 
bightft preferments ; but this was not the 
cafe of Sir Walter. He was a gentleman of a 
good prefence, handfome, and weU propor- 
tioned I had a ftrong and natural wit, and a 
better judgment ; a voluble tongue, and goci 
addrefs ; and to thefc he had added a general 
learning, being an indefatigable reader, even 
while engaged in the fervice by fea or land ; 
and a great obferverof men and times. 

His motto, fays the writer of his life, wa», 
Tam Marti quam Mercuric ; though we find 
it in Collier to be, Either di^ nobly, or live 
honourably. 

Five hours he ufed to deep, four he read^ 
two he fpent in difeourfe, and the reft he al- 
lotted for bufinefs. There was not an expert 
foldier or feaman but hfe confulted ; no valua- 
ble treatife of navigsftion^ whether printed or 
mnufcript, but he read : obfcrvtng that there 
was nothing of greater confequence, for the 
advancement of learning, than the finding 
eut the plaineft and moft compendious way 
ftf knowing and teaching things in every fei- 

During 
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During his confinement in the Tower, he 
compofed that excellent work, entitled, The 
Hiftory of the World ; from whence, indeed, 
thf charadler of this gentleman may*be bell! 
collefted, every man fcing beft known by his 
works. 

On his return to England, after his laft ex* 
pedition, not doubting but that he fliould be 
made a facrifice to the Spaniard, he fent for 
Mr. Burre, who had printed his firft volume 
of The Hillory, of the World, and alked him 
Ijpvv it fold, Burre anfwered. It fold fo Oowly 
it had undone him ; which it feems was falfe. 
^^ 4 he^eupon Sir Walter took the other part, 
udiich was unprinted, out of his delk, and 
lighingfaid, “ Ah! my friend, hath the firft 
part undone thee ? The fecond volume (hail 
undo no morCy this ungrateful world is un- 
woichy of It : and immediately threw it into 
the fire, and fet his foot upon it till it was 
confumed. • 

pi^^efides his Hiftory of the World, he wrote 
a treatife called. The Cabinet Council ; con- 
taining the arjjp of government : An Accurate 
Account of his Catholic Majefty’s power and 
Riches : The Rife and* Ruin of the Saracea 
Empire : A Treatife of Mines and Minerals : 
The Prerogatives of Parliaments : another 
treatife, entitled, Inftru£lions to his Son and 
his Pofterity ; and feveral fpeeches and arga* 
sients in feveial parliaments. 
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His body was interred in the chancel o,f St, 
Margaret's church, Wcftminfter; but his head 
was long prefer v'ed in a cafe by his widow, 
who furvived him twenty ycais. 

In a word, Sir Walter Raleigh fell, in the 
fixty-fixth year of his age, a facrifice to a con- 
temptible adminidration, and the refentment 
of a mean prince : a man of fo great abilities, 
that neither that nor the preceding reign pro- 
duced his equal. His charader was a combi- 
nation of almoft every eminent quality t he 
was the foldier, ftatefman, andfcholar, united ; 
^nd, had lie lived with the heroes of antiquity, 
he would have made a juft paiallel to Ca/ar 
and Xenophon, like them being mafter of the 
fword and the pen. So that he was enabled, 
as a poet beautifully expreftes it, to enrich the 
world with his prilon- hours. 

. As the fcntence of Raleigh blackens but his 
^ing, fo his memory will be ever dear to the 
lovers of learning, and their country ; 
^ad, tho’ he makes not a very great figure^ .. 
a poet, having bufinefs of greater importance 
continually upon his hands ; ye^ it would be 
an unpardonable negligence to mention 
him in that charaAer. 

We (ball clofc this article with a Ipecimen 
©f Sir Walter's poetry in a piece called, The 
Vifion of the Fairy C^een. 


Metboughi 



WALTER RALElOft. 

Met|jo*ught 1 faw the grave where Laura lay. 
Within that temple where the veftal flame 
Was wont to burn ; and paffing by that way, 
Co fee that bury’d duft of living fame, 
Whofe tomb fair Love and fairer Virtue kept, 
All fudScnly I faw the Fail y Queen ; 

At whofe approach the foul of Petrarch wept, 
And, from henceforth, thofe graces were 
not feen ; 

For they this queen attended ; in whofe Head 
Oblivion laid him down in Laura’s hearfe : 
y^ereat the hardeft ftones were feen to bleed. 
And groans of bury’d gholls the heavens did 
• pierce ; 

Where Homer’s fpright did tremble all for 
grief, 

And curs’d th’ accefs of that cceleftial diief* 
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The life ot 

Ben. J o h n s cJ n: 


B en. Johnson, fo famous for being one 
of the fathers of the Englifh ftage, m 
dramatic poetry, was the fruit of a pofthumous 
birth, and came intc ^hc world about a monlii 
after the depth his father. Being born in 
Weftminfler, he p. u lo private fchool«in 
the church of St Man n . in the fields ; but 
removed thence, at a pr-^per age, to that of 
the royal foundation, Camden became 

his mailer, ^s hi > fa*he^ wa*** a^entlcman and 
aclergyraan, this f to have been taken 
in the view of breeding him ro the church. 
But the widow bein^ hftif. narrow circum- 
ftances, thought fit not to refufe an offer ofmjiP»- 
riage, which was ir4ade tc her by a bricklayer; 
and, after her fon had continued Ibme years at 
Wefiminfier fchool, and made ail extraordina- 
ry progrefs in claflicariearning, Ihe took him 
away, and obliged^'him to work under his 
ftep- father. 

This was nipping the firftfprigofhis dawn- 
ing 'hopes in the bud ; his fpiric was not of a 
temper to take the bent of fo mortifying a 
thdnge. In the depth of his refentment, he 
left his mother ^ ana enlifting himfelf a foldier, 

was 
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(^rried totlie Englifh army, then engaged 
again il the Spaniards in the Netherlands. 
Here he acquired a degree of military glory, 
whtch rarely falls to the lot of a common man 
in that profefSon. In an encounter with a 
fingle man of the enemy, he flew his opponent; 
and dripping him, cairied oiF the fpoils in the 
view of both armies, * 

Upon his return home, he followed the bent 
of his inclination ; and refuming his ftudies, 
went to St, Jfihn’s college in Cambridge. 
Bgt here he had foon the misfortune to under- 
go a fecond mortification. The Ihortnefs of 
his^purfe not fupplying him with the decent 
conveniencies of a learned eafe, he found him- 
felf under a neceflity of quitting the feat of 
the mufes, after a fhort flay there. In this ex- 
igence he tool^a courfe, not uncommon to 
perfons of fuch a genius under the like 
dillrefs. He applied to the play-boufcs, and 
was admitted intePan obfeure one, called the 
Gr/?€n Curtain, in the neighbourhood of Shore* 
ditch and Clerkenwell, He had not been 
long in this flation, when, not contenting him- 
felf with the •bufinefs of an a^or omy, he 
took up his pen, and wrote fome pieces for 
the ftage. But his performances either way 
did no credit to his genius. 

During his continuance in this humble fla- 
tion, he had a quarrel with one of the players ; 
who fending^ him a challenge, there enmed a 
duel, wherein Johnfon killed his adverfary. 
for this offence being thrown into prifon, 

under 
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under tliat misfortune, his fpirit, was. fuTik 
into fuch a degree of melancholy, that he 
became a fit obje£l to be fubdued by the 
crafty attacks of a popiih prieft ; who, ofiici- 
oufly vifiting him in his confinement, prevailed 
upon him to renounce the dodkine he was 
bred in, and become a Roman catholic, and 
he remained twelve years within the pale of 
that church. But not long after this change 
in his religious condition, he alfo made a 
change in his civil one, and took to himfelf a 
wife, having firll obtained his releafement frpm 
prifon. His fpirit revived with his liberty ; 
and, maugre all the difcouragements he 
with, he went on digging in the poetic mine, 
and, by dint of unparalleled indullry, improved 
his genius fo much, that at length he produced 
a play; which having the gopd fortune to fall 
into the hands of Shakefpear, that humane 
good-natured bard, refolving to do full jufticc 
to its merit, brought it up 6 n the ftage, where 
he was a manager, and aded a part in it him** 
fclf. 

Thus encouraged, his geniu' ripened apace, 
and his comedy, intitled, Ewry Man in his 
Humour, made its appearance on the fame 
Rage in 1593. This was followed the next 
year by Every Man out of bis Humour^ And 
he continued, in like manner, ' to furnilh a 
new play every year, till he was called off by 
the mafques ^d entertunments^^xsiade for the 
reception of king James 1 . on his accefiion to 
the t^ne of England, He was continuaily 
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retailed iti thh employ, on all occafions, du- 
ling ' his whole life afterward. 

But thefe flightcr efforts of his mufe.did not 
wfiblly occupy his genius. Both inclination 
and ambitjon concurred in prompting him Co 
the graver and weightier works of the drama. 
Accordingly, in i 6 og, came out his comedy of 
Volpone, or the Fox ; which being wholly 
finilhed in the fpacc of five weeks, did not 
hinder him from indulging the fournefs of his 
temper, in a fatirical comedy, called, Eaftvvard * 
Hoe, written about this time again d the 
Scotch nation. In this piece of intempe- 
rafK:e, Chapman and Mardon were his coad- 
jutors ; and they were all three committed to 
prifon, and brought in danger of lofing 
their ears and nofes in the pillory ; but, how- 
ever, had the >good fortune to obtain a par- 
don. 

To repair this foult, Johnfon facrificed both 
his time and his mufe, almofr intirely, to gra- 
tify*the tafte of the court in mafques, for lorae 
years ; fo that his next play did not make its 
appearance til? 1609. But he made fome 
amends for length ot this interval, by thu 
perfedion of the piece, which he intitled# 
Epicene, or the Silent Woman ; this beingge- 
nerally efteemed tile moft exad and fimmed 
comedy that our nation hath produced. And 
the next year he brought forth The Alchc- 
mift, one oithc beft of his comedies; butf 
that followed the enfuing year, 1611, by 
the worftof his tragedies, imi^d Cataline, 
Von, V. E In 
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In 1613 our author took a toor .tt)' 
where he was admitted to an interview and 
convcrfation with cardinal Perron,^ whom he 
treated with all that franknefs and bluntn^ft- 
which was fo much his nature. It was about 
fthis time that he commenced a quairel with 
Inigo Jones, whom he therefore made the 
jfubjedt of his ridicule, iii his next comedy-^ 
calltjd Bartholomew-Fair, a£led^ in 1614, 
That was fucceedcd by The DcviPs an Afs, 
in 1616. This year he publiihed his works 
in one foKo volume ; and the poet-laurcatV? 
jfalary^ of an bandied marks per annum, was 
icttlcd upon him for life, by king James*!, 
the fame year. 

Crowned with tkefe honours by his prince^ 
he faw the moil dillinguiihed wits of h^s ttme 
crowding his train and parting hip acqyaio- 
lance. And, in that fpirit, he was invited 
to Chrift-^Church in Oxford, by Dr. Corbet, 
then fenior-ftudent of that cdilege. Our poet 
gladly accepted the invitation ; and, having 
|]ia^ed fome time in cultivating his mufe in 
that delightful leat^ he receivedcan additional 
ajtteflation ^ his merit froni^ the univerfity, 
who prefented him with ^ hti^oraiy degree 
oF matter of arts, at thea^ in 16 ip, ^ On tho 
>4eat1i of the laureat, Sarmiel^iml, in QfItK 
her following, Johnfon fuccce^^lf that poft> 
the duty of which had been chielljf performed. 
% him a long lime before. • C*/ 

The year had not yet expuf^jvim oue 
now crowned laureat tooiitaioSr iftM Stssftland*. 

on 
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5 n fjorpofe to a favourite brother- poet, 
Mr. Drummond of Hawthornden in that coun- 
try. He palled ibme months with this ingenious 
friend, to whom he opened his heart with a 
mod urtroferved freedom and confidence, the 
fweeteft gift of friendfhip. Our author was 
much pleafed with the adventures of this jour- 
ney, and celebrated them in ^ particular- 
poem 3 which, with feveral more of his pro- 
dudlions, being accidentally burnt, about tw6 
or three years afterwards, that lofs drew from 
him a poem, which he called, An Execration 
tipon Vulcan. He*feems to have let no year- 
without the amufement of writing fome 
of thcfe fmaller pieces. And thofe, with the 
mafijues, which the office of poet>]aure 3 t then 
particularly called for every Chridmas, filled 
up the interval to the year 1629 ; when his 
comedy, intitled. The Staple of News, ap- 
peared upon the ftage. Not long afterwards 
he fell into an ill date of health, which, how- 
ever, did not hinder ihcdifcharge of his duty 
at court. And he found time allb to gratify 
the more agrleable cxercife of play-writing ; 
for, in i6z^, he brought another comedy* 
called, The New* Inn, or the light Hearty' 
to the' theatre; But here hk adverfaries pre- 
vailed over him jHhe play was hifibd out of 
the houfe on its fird appearance there ; and * 
our laureat had recourfe to his pride for ^ re- 
v^ge, whkbdiflated^an ode to himfelf, tkleat- 
ning ftoidave-t the* dage« Thk oeconomy bav- 
iiig fcdttc^ his finances to a low ebbs the 
- ^ E 2 king 
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king graciou fly Tent him a purfe of an hundred 
pounds. That goodntfs was properly and in 
charafler repaid by an epigram, addrefTed to 
his royal benefaflor, which, fbi Ibme fpeciil 
reaibns, is inlerted here. 

Great Charles, among the holy gifts of grace. 
Annexed to thy perfon and thy place, 

'Tis not enough (thy piety is fuch) 

To cure the called kingVevil with a touch, 

But thou wilt yet a kingly maft’ry try, 

To cure the poet’s evil, poverty : e 

And in thefe cures doll to thyfelf enlarge. 

As thou doft cure our evil at thy charge. c 
Nay, and in this thou ftiew’H to value more^ 
One poet, than of other folks ten fcore. 

O piety ! fo to weigh the poor’s ellates, 

O bounty ! fo to difference ther/ites. 

What can the poet wilh his king may do, 
But^hat he cure the people’s evil too ? 

But his majeily’s munificence did not flop 
here ; he augmented the laureat’s falary of 
an hundred marks, to an hundred pounds, a 
year, together with the^addition &f a tierce ^ 
canary wine ; which penfion has been conti- 
nued to his fuccelTors in that office ever flnce« 
Our poet drew up a petition for this favour, in 
the following form : 

The humble petition of poor Bei\, 

To th’ bed of monarchs, mafters, men, 

^ King Charles. 

Doth 
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• • Dotli moft humbly Ihew it. 

To your rnajefly, your poet; 

.That whereas youi royal father 
James the bleiTed, pleafcci the rather. 

Of hvf fpecial grace to letters, 

To make all the mufes debtors 
To his boj^.ty by extenfion 
Of a free poetic penfiop, 

A large hundred marks annuity, 

To be given me in graiiiity. 

For done fervice, and to come : 

And that thisfo accepted fum ; 

Or difpenfed in books or bread, 

(For on both the mule was fed) 

Hath drawn on me from the times. 

All the envy of the rhimes. 

And the rat’hng pit-pat noife 
Of the lefs^poctic boys. 

When their pot-guns aim to hit, 

With their p^iJIcts of fmall wit, 

Parts of one (they judg’d) decay’d, 

•But welafl out flill unlay’d. 

Pleafe your majefty to make, 

- Of your grace, for goodnefs^ fake, 

Thofe your father’s marks your pounds : 

Let their fpite (which now abounds) 

Then go on, and do its worft, 

This would all their envy burft : 

And fo warm the poet’s tongue. 

You’ll read a fnake in his next ionjg. 

King Charles the firft’s perfonal charafter 
makes it no improbable fuppbhtion, that thefe 
E 3 afts 
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of favour might be in fome raeafurcv the 
efFe£ls of his compaflion for this fervant, who 
began now to fink into a vifible decay both 
of body and mind. ^Tis true, we have 
two comedies wrote by him afterwards ; but 
they are fuch,- as hath not been unfitly called 
his dotage ; and he found himfelf under a ne- 
ceflity of abfolutely laying down his pen foon 
after the year 16^4. 

His diforder was the palfey, which put a 
period to his life in Auguft 1637, in the fixty- 
thiid year of his age. He was interred throe 
days afterwards in Wefiminller Abbey, at the 
north weft end, near the belfrey. Over his 
grave was laid a common pavement-ftone, 
with this laconic infeription, O rare Ben. 
Johnfon. It was done at the expence of Mr, 
(afterwards Sir) John Young, ,-of Great-Mil- 
ton in Oxfordftiire. But a much better mo- 
nument was raided to his memory fix months 
afterwards, when there came out a colledion 
©f elegies and poems, intitled, Johnfonkus. 
Vcrbius : or, the Memory of Ben. Johnfon 
revived by the Friends of the^Mufes. And 
prcfcntly after, there was a defigli fet on foot 
to erefi a marble monument with his ftatue, 
and a confiderable fujn of money was collefled 
for the purpofe ; but the breaking out of the 
rebellion prevented the carrying it into execu- 
tion, anc( the money was returned. The bull, 
in bas-fdieve, with the former infeription 
under it, that is now fixed to the wall rn the 
* Poets, Corner, near the fouth-Cfifli emrance 
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to Oie abbey, was fet up by that great patron 
•of learning, the fecond earl of Oxford, of the 
Harley family. 

*As to our poet’s own family, it became ex-' 
tindl in jiim, for he furvived all his children. 
As to his perfon and chara^ler, if we may de- 
pend on his own defcription, his body wa^ 
large, corpulent, ^nd bulky, and his counte- 
nance hard and rocky ; fo that lus figure gieat - 
ly refetnbled that of Sir John FalflafF, and 
confequently oould not be much lefs apt to 
^aife laughter. Nor was the call of his tem 
per and natural dirpofition at all more refpec - 
t^ble, as reprefented by his friend Mr. Drum- 
mond, who obferves him to be “A great 
lover and praifer of himfelf ^ a contemner and 
fcorner of others ; chufing rather to lofe his 
friend than }iis jeft ; jealons of every word 
and adion of thofe about him, efpecially af- 
ter drink, which was on€ of the elements in 
which he livea*; a diflembler of the parts 
which reigned in him j a bragger of fome 
good that he wanted ; he thought nothing 
right, but wiiat either himfelf or fome of his 
friends had ^id or done. He was paflionattly 
kind and angry 3 cardefs either to gain or 
keep; vindidlive, but if he was well anfwered, 
greatly (hagiined ; interpreting the beft fay- 
ings and deeds often to the worft. He was for 
any religion, being verfed in both ; opprcBild 
with fancy, which over-maftered his reafon ; 
a general difeafe among the poets.” He had 
a very llrong memory j for he tells u^ himftlf 
E iiv- 
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in his Difcoverles, that in his youth he couI<! 
have repeated whole books that he had lead, 
and poems of fome fele£l friends, which he 
thought worth charging his memory with. ’ 

As to his genius, the charafler of it, in re- 
fpe£l to dramatic poetry, has been already 
touched upon. To which mull be added Mr. 
Pope’s remark, that, “ When our author got 
pofteffion of the ftage, he brought critical 
learning into vogue ; and that this was not 
done without difllculty, which^ appears from 
thofe f cquent lelTons (and imleed almoft dqr 
clamationsj which he v/as forced to prefix to 
his firfl plays, and put into the mouths of 
adors, the grex, chuius, Sec, to remove the 
prejudices and reform the judgment of his 
hearers. ’Till then the Engli& authors had 
no thoughts of writing ppon the model of the 
ancients ; their tragedic*^ weri only hillories 
in dialogue, and their comedies followed the 
thread of any no\eI as they^bund it, no lefs 
implicitly tlianif it had been true hilloiy.’^ 
Ben. Johnfon .appears to have had no nice 
ear for poetry ; however, Mr. Q,rumraond de- 
clares that his inventions wertvfmooth and 
cafy. He does not appear to have uad much 
conception of thofe breaks and refts, or of 
adapting the found of his verie to the fenfe, 
which are the chief beauties of our bell and 
modern poets. ’Pis univerfally agreed, with 
his lad-mentioned friend, that tranflation or 
imitation was his moll dillinguUhed talent, 
wherein he excelled all his contemporaries, ; 
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and^efides his new-forming our drama after 
the ancient models, he gave us the firft Pin- 
d^ic ode in the Engliih language that has a 
juft claim to that title. 

After nhe edition of his works already men- 
tioned, they were reprinted in 1716, in ftx 
volumes odlavo ; an^d another edition has been 
lately printed in 1756, feven volumes oflavo, 
with fome notes and additions by P. Whallev, 
late fellow of St. John’s college in Oxfori; 
who hath likciVife inferted Johnfon’s comedy, 
■niitled. The Cafe is Alter’d, not in any for- 
mer edition. And ftnee this laft editor de- 
c?!tres, he fliould not have omitted our author’s 
\erres, prefixed to May’s tranftation of Lucan, 
had they come to his hands in time, we have 
thought proper not to conclude this memoir, 
without infeitvga copy of thofc verfes, 

To ^y chofen friend, 

The learned tranflator of Lucan, 

• Thomas May, Efq; 

When, Rome^, I read thee in thy mighty pair. 
And fee botS climbing^up the llippery ftair 
Of fortune’s wheel, by Lucan driven about* 
And the world in it, 1 began to doubt, 

At every line fome pin thereof ftiould flack 
At leaft, if not the general engine crack ; 

But when again I view the parts fo poiz’d 
And thofe in number fo, and meafure rais^ j 
As neither Pompey’s popularity, 

Capfar’s ambition, Cato’s liberty* 

£ ^ Caljm* 
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Calm Brutus’ tenor ftart» but all along ^ 
j^eep due proportion in the ample/fong. 

JLt makes me, ravilh’d with juft wonder, cry^ 
What mufe, or rather god of harmony, 

Taught Lucan thefe true deeds ? Replies my' 
fenfe, 

What gods butthofe of arts and eloquence ? 
Bhcebus and Hermes ? ^ey whofe tongue or 
pen, 

Are ftill th’ interpreters ’twixt gods and men. 
But who hath them interpreted, and brought, 
Lucan’s whole frame unto us, and fo wrough% 
As not the fmalleft joint, or gentleft word, 
the great mafs, or machine, there is ftirr’^. 
The feu fame genius, fo the woik will fay, 
The fan tranflated, or the Ton of May. 

Your true friend to judgment, 

Ben. Johnson* 

There is reafon to believe*' that he bad a de- 
ften to write an epic poem, and was to call it* 
Chrologia, or the Worthies of his country, all 
in cOu^ets, as he detefted alt other rhime. 
It is likewife faid, th^t he a^uafiy wrote a dif- 
courfe on poetry, both againft Campion and 
Daniel, elpecially the laft, where he proved' 
couplets to b& the beft fort of verfes. 


This 
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Th# life op 

Sir Francis BacojT. 


F rancis bacon was the youngelt 
fon of Sir Nicholas Bacon, lord-keeper, 
aUid afterwards lord high* chancellor, in the 
^ *];d[gn of queen Elizabeth, by his fecond wife, 

• who was daughter of Sir Anthony Cooke, 
jtreceptor to Edward VL Sir Nicholas ap- 
pears to have been a man of wit as well as in- 
tegrity and learning ^ for, when the queen, 
in a viiit to him at his feat in Hertfordihire, 
tojd him, file thought his hpufe too little lor 
him ; No,^adam,” replied he, ** but your 
majeily has made me too great for my houfe.’* 

, And his lady teo was a woman of great learn - 
having tranflated from the I^tin biihop - 
Jewel’s Apology for the Church of England. 

Their yqpngeft fon, Francis, was born at 
York-houl^i, in the Strand, on the twenty-fe- 
<|j&nd of January, i^6i ; the biightnefe of< 
Whofe parts began early to appear ; infomuch 
l|fat queen Elizabeth herfelf, while hh was but 
a boy, took a particular delight in trying him 
with queftions ; and received fo much fttif- 
jh>m the good (enfo and maniineffi of 
his atsTwers, chat (he was wont to call him, in 
mirth, her young lord- keeper. Among others, 
ihe having one day a(ked him, how old ho 
• iv 6 was i 
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w^s; he anfwercd^ readily, “ Juft two 
younger than your majefty’s Jiappy reign. 

His proficiency in learning was fo rapid, 
that, in the twelfth year of hia age, he wSs 
entered a ftudent of Trinity college, Cam- 
bridge ; and went through all* his coarfes 
there by the time he was fixteen ; when his 
father fent him to Paris, and recommended him 
to Sir Amras Powlet, then the queen’s artibaf- 
fador in France, who took particular notice ©f 
him. 

Whilft abroad, he did 'not fpend his time,*, 
as our young gentlemen ufually do, in learn- 
ing the vfces, fopperies, and follies of foreige^ 
ers j but in ftudying their conftitution of go- 
vernment and manners, arid the charadlers and 
views of their princes and miniftcrs > and, in 
the nineteenth year of his age, he w'rotc a pa- 
per of oblervations on the then^ general ftate 
of Europe*, which is llrll extant among his 
works. * 

On the twentieth of February, 1579, ftur 
young gentleman’s father, Sir Nicholas Bacon, 
died, after having held the feals «s keeper, or 
chancellor, for twenty years j b\», as queen 
Elizabcth^s reign was more remarkable for her 
miniftcrs gaining honour than for their gaining 
riches, he-left his fon Francis, who was the 
yqungcft of five, but a very fmall foituiie; 
lb that he was obliged to betake hixnfelf to the 
jrofeflion of the law for a fubfiftence: 'Ibr 
^^Kich purpofe he entered himfelf of Gray^s - 
^Inn, and ioon became fo eminent in that pro^ 
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feilidn, that, at the age of twenty- eight, be 
wis appointed by queen ElLzabetb her learned 
council extraordinary. 

• As Sir William Cecil, lord^treafurer to 
queen Elizabeth, afterwards lord Burleigh, 
bad married our young gentleman’s aunt, or 
mother’s filler, he frequently applied to him 
for fome place of ciedit and fervice in the 
Hate; but Sir William never gpt anything for 
him, except the reversion of the office of rc- 
giiler to the Star chamber, then reckoned 
worth one thoufand fix hundred pounds a year, 
which did not fall to him till near twenty 
•l^ears afterwards ; and, as he probably thought 
himfelf negledled by his uncle, he attached 
himfelf ftrongly to the earl of Effex ; which 
of courfe made his uncle, and alffii his coufm. 
Sir Robert Cecil, his enemy 5 for, when 
the eaiJ, a dttle before his fall, warmly fol- 
licited his being made fo]licitor>general, it 
was oppofed his couiin, Sir Robert, who 
i^prefented him to the queen as a man of 
mere fpeculation, and more likely to diflraft 
her affairs than to ferve her urefuUy and with 
judgment « and, as the earl found he could 
not ferve him in this ’way, he gave him a re- 
compence out of his own eflate, by .making 
him a prefent ofTwitenham^park ai^dits gar- 
den of paradife. 

^ Upon this unfortunate nobleman’s fall,. Mr. 
Bacon, as one of the queen’s council, wras 
employed by the crown, along with Sb Ed- 
ward Coke, the attorney-general,, to, manage 

the: 
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the trkl ap^ainil his lordfliip ; and ambi^kil 
-got fbT^r the 'better of his gratitude, that he 
not only accepted of the employment, buf,. 
after the earl’s execution, he, at the defire of 
the minifters, wrote and publifhed that piece, 
flill extant among his works, entitled, A 
Declaration of the Treafoij of Robert, earl of 
EfTex. 

This quite ruined him in the public efteem, 
which was probably the defign of the mini** 
fters, and perhaps did him no fervice in the 
opinion of his fovereign ; but fuch was the® 
brightnefs of his parts, that he foon recovered 
both in the next reign ; for he was knightdl 
by king James I. foon after his acceflion ; 
in 1607, he was made follicitor- general ; and, 
in 1613, when he was made attorney-general, 
his charaifler with the public vyas fo well rc^ 
ellabltfhed, that, upon a quellion iti the houfe 
of commons, whether the attorney-general 
oould be a member of the houle, as he was an 
officer who was obliged to attend upon tfhe 
other ; the quellion was carried in the affirma- 
tive, out of a particular regard Po him ; and 
it was therefore declared that it flftuld h 6 
' {precedent. 

Wfth regard to politics^ Sir Francis B^con 
'appears to have been a mere time-ferver, in 
humble fuitor to every minifler he thought 
permofl, and his profecutor as foon as down^ 
His behaviour towards the earl of Eflex 
have already leen. After that earl?s he 

ftttoched. himfdf to his coOiin, Sir Robert 

Gecilr 
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Cecil, fecretary of ftate, and afterwards earl 
of^Salifoury, though he knew him to be pru 
vately no true friend ; and, accordingly, do* 
ring his life, he never rofe higher than to be 
fojlicito^'general. then made his court to 
the earl of Somerfet, who had become a fa- 
vourite, and was created vifeount Rocheller, 
juft before the death of Salifbury ; and by his 
means it probably was that Sir Francis was 
made attorney-genera! ; a *place then worth 
fix hundred pounds a year, as he himfelf ac- 
t, knowledged. 

Upon Somerfet’s fall. Sir Francis Bacon, 
ehen attorney-general, became one of bis chief 
profecutorsj and, from that time, began to 
make his court to Villiers, afterwards duke of 
Duckingbam ; to whom he was fo fubfervient,. 
that he fubmitted to be a fort of fteward for 
thofe great cllates beftowed upon this young 
favourite by the king. However, it appears . 
from his letceA, and other writings, that he 
generally gave good advice to his patrons ^ 
but, when he found that they v/ould not fol- 
low his, hc^was ready to follow theirs without^ 
referve ^ though it does not appear that he 
was any way concerned in the treafonable prac- 
tices of the earl of £ftex ; which was, perhaps,, 
more owing to his want of courage than 
want of ambition. 

As Sin Francis was extremely ftibmiftive^ 
and often ufeful to his patrons; fb.he^was di- 
^ Ugent, and but too ready to ufe any \means, 

• ft>r getting the better of thofe be thong^t hia 

nvalf i, 
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fivals ; as appeared upon the reiignation cf 
the old lord-chancellor Egerton in 1617. 
ieals he was highly ambitious cf ; and, as he 
looked upon Sir Edward Coke as his rivai, 
he took care to reprefent him to the l^ing and 
Buckingham, as one who abounded in nis 
own fenfe, and who, by an afPedtation of po- 
pularity, was likely to court the good will of 
the people at the hazard of the prerogative. 
In this he was the more eafily believed, as Sir 
Edward had been but the year«before chief- 
juftice, bccaufe the minifters found him not 
dudlile as they inclined he (hould. 

Accordingly the Teals were delivered to St 
F rancis, with the title of lord- keeper ; and, 
as Buckingham found him ready to put the 
fcals to every patent, and every thing he de- 
fired, he got him created lord-hjgh-cbancelbr 
of England, and baron of Veru lam, in 1619 ; 
and, the year following, vifeount of St. Al- 
bans, 

How ^hor^ lived do we often find hunwn 
greatnefs ! In 1621, king James was forced 
to call a parliament v and, as tbo nation was 
highly diffatisfied witn the condi.^1 both of 
Buckingham and the chancellor, the houfe of 
commons fet on foot a ftrift ferutiny into the 
COnduA of both. King James wanted money 
fo much^ that he could not difTolve them ; but, 
to divert them from the profecution of his fa- 
vouiite, Buckingham, the monopolies aod iU 
legal patents were all cancelled and recalled 
by {roclamation ; and the cour;. permitted, 

undei> 
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ttndei’-hand, the piofecutioti of the chancellor: 
in toniequence of which, he was impeached 
bv the houfe of commons of corrupt praiftices, 
in caufes depending before him, as chief judge 
of|equitY ; fo entirely had he loft tl^.at great 
chliader, which, but feven years before, he 
had among the commons, when he was made 
attorney-general. 

As the couit thought that his condemnation 
and puniftkment would fatisfy the commons, 
and divert them entirely from the profecutiem 
^of Buckingham ; but were at the fame time 
afraid, that, if he appeared and ftoed upon 
]^$ defence, his eloquence, and what he had 
to offer afainft the charge, might procure an 
acquitt;!, 'hey comm.indcd him not to appear 
in rui' 11 but to fend a confeflion of all he 
Ha. accufed of to the houfe in writing ; which 
aiburar' conrlhund he was fo faint-hearted as 
to c. wif' t uding to tho king’s proniife, 
til at he l> ”i, and a rcmuTion 

of.his hat, logethf'* v,'.h* a pe.ifion during 
life: and, upon confeflion, he was fen- 
tenced wO pa/ a of forty rhoufand pounds, 
to be impidfoned in the Tower during the 
king’s pleafuie ; to Be fo«' evei incapable of 
any office, place, or emp'oynient in the com- 
monwealth ; and never to la again in parlia- 
ment, or come within ihe verge of the court/ 

Thus thid great mai. was made the fcape- 
goat, as it often happens, for a higher crimi- 
nal ; and, though he had, in his life-time, 
got a great deal of money by his pofts and 

bh 
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Jiis profefiion, for he was in every great caufo 
itbat happened whilft he was at tKe bar^^ yet 
he had ptn^afod bm a very foiall edate^of 
about fix httrdred pounds a year ; and was fo 
-for fmm having any ready-money^ tha^ he 
was confiderably in debt ; occalioned by his 
indulgence to his fervants, and by his being 
cheated and defrauded by them : nay, his 
leondemnation was chiefly owing to their ex- 
.anions and the bribes they had taken whilft 
<lie was chancellor, though it is plain be was 
' not influenced by them in his decrees, as nn 
fone of them was ever reverfed. And, at laft, 
*he became fenfible of his error with refped^io 
his fervants ; for, duiing bis profecucion, as 
he was pafling through a room where they 
were fitting, upon fight of him they all flood 
up ; on which he cried, “ Sit down my maf- 
Hers 

The king foon releafed him from the Tower, 
^asade a grant of his fine to fome truflees for his 
benefit, and fettled upon him a penfion of one 
thoufand eight hundred pounds a year ; but, 
as he applied moft of hk inconSe to the pay- 
•jnent of his debts, he lived alwi?ys after in a 
very mean condition ; and, though the king, 
in a very fhort time afterwards, granted him a 
lull and entire pardon of his whole fentence ; 
w’^hereupon he wats fummoned to the par- 
leaimenvof king Charles 1. yet he did not live 
lone to \enjoy thefe favours; for, as he t^as 
a^ing experiments, at Highgate, he 

flif4|cl4cikl^ flruck in the head ana ft^ach ; 

and, 
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and. ‘being carried to the ear^l of Anmdel’a 
homfe there, he expired, after a week’s illnefs,. 
oij the ninth of April, 1626, without any if- 
fue by his wife, who was a daughter of aldevi;* 
maji Bargham, of London, whom he married' 
when about the age of forty, and with whom 
he leceived a plentiful fortune. 

Notwithftanding the great hurry and buftle 
he appears to have been concerned in, from 
his firll enteiing upon bufinefs, to the moment 
of his condemnation ; yet, even during that 
i)ury time, he often employed himfelf in mak- 
ing experiments, and publilhed fome of his 
p^ilofophical works ; which is a proof of the 
vail extent of his genius. 

From them it appears, that he may juftly be 
reckoned the chief among thofe who firft be- 
gan to free the world from the flavifli chains 
^ the old fcholaftic learning, and to introdujre 
true philofophy and ufeful knowledge ; there- 
fore, whatever Ae may have deferved for his 
politics from the generation in which he lived, 
to poderity his memory has been, and will al- 
ways be, faci^d. 

Ta concllide, his'charafter Teems to have 
been a perfect contrail’; for he appears to have 
been ambitious, yet daftardjy ; ftudious, yet 
burning; avaricious, yet negligent of money ; 
virtuous, yet venal ; fond of a charadler, yet 
ready to lacrilice it upon every occafion $ and 
of a penetrating and folid judgment in all forts 
of literature, but weak in the condu6l of life. 
If be had confined his ambition to that of be- 
ing 



92 BRITISH PLUTARCH, 
ing a great philofophei* Stnd a learned mati, as 
he had friends enough td have providea for 
him in fome fine-cure poft that would hpve 
forniflied him a handfolne fubfiftence, he might 
have lived happily^ and died with .glory|un- 
lullied ; but be aifeded to be a ftatefinan, and 
might indeea have been a ufcful minificr to a 
gieat and wife prince ; but, as his lot was un- 
der a weak one, and, as he had not the refo- 
lution to adhere to the counfcls he gave, he 
lived in continual agonies, and died under a 
public reproach. e 

How common is it for men, even of the moft 
ibining talents, to tniftake the true road^to 
happinefs ! 



I' H E 
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we indy iky) a dotneilic Wourite ; but finding 
him (as it ihduld feem) w nature little^ flu- 
dious and cont6inplative«|ihe chbfe rather^ to 
€ndue him with converive qualities and or- 
naments of yoTith, as dancing, fencing, fend 
the>like; not without aim then, perchaiicc, 
{though far off) at a courtier’s life : to which 
leiTons he had fuch a dextrous proclivity^ as 
his teachers were fain to reftrain his forward- 
iiefs ; to the end that his brothers, who were 
under the fame training, might'hold pace with 
him. r 

About the age of eighteen, he ttavelled into 
France, where he improved himfelf well in ihe 
language, for one that had fb little gramatical 
foundation ; but more in the exerciles of that 
nobility^ for the fpace of three years, and yet 
came home in his natural ‘pli^h^ without af** 
fefted forms (the ordinary difeafe of trai^el* 
lers). After his return, he gaffed again one 
whole year (as befoie) at Goodby, under the 
wing and counfels of his mother : and then 
tvas forward to become a fuitor at London to 
Sir Roger Afhton’s daughter^ a^ gentleman of 
the bed*ciiamber to king Jame^ and mader 
of the.rabe54i About which time, he fell into 
iiStrinfical fociety with Sir John Greham, then 
one. of the gentlemen of his majefly’s privy «• 
chamber who, I know> Aot upon what In* 
minanes he efpied in his face, difTafided him 
fipm marriage, and gave him rathe^^ienCbjt^ 
ragementeowoa fortune in court, 
vice funk well into his fancy ^ for witMn fotilif 
. i I while* 
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whiR thtrkuig^bdd tMt^'vipon teit^ glaitces 
(wlicfetof the Srft wflj at* Apfhorpa, in a pro-> 
gre^) fuch ^liking kl$ potion, that he 
folvra to) make flimla rha(ler<^jf»ece, and te^ 
moult hira, as it wre, platonkally to hm 
own ^dea. Neither was hi» majcfty content^ 
oiily to be the archite^ of his fortune, withotit^ 
putting his gracioua hakd< Hkewife to fomei 
part of the work itfelf. Infomuch as it 
ed him tb deicetidy ai^- to avail' kia» goOdnefs 
even to the giving of his forefaid friend, Sir*' 
John Greham, fecrct diredions, how, and by;* 
what degrees he fhoukt bring him into favour, 
Butichis was qukkiy difbovered by him* who* 
wasthenas yet in Tome polTeiBon oftheking’k^ 
heart. For there is nothing- ftfere vigilanli^ 
nothing more jealooa tbati I'lkVoorit^* ei^» 
ctally towards the waining-timonud f^>edi of 
fadety^ So as many art» ofed^ to^dilba& 
the beginning df^new aflfhdiom AH whlth^^ 
notwithHanding* there was conveyed to Mr.* 
Villifrs an intimation of the king^pldn^relo^' 
wait, and to befworn his ftrVant; and (hOr^ 
after, his cup*ftearer at laige 5 and*^thi?^fdttt4*^ 
mer Ibliowingthe was ad/nitteti iflto^O^dlnaryi.'f 
After isiditch time favour came Mkk 
maio ihovl^em* than' 

drops Of dews) fbrUhe next St. Gcorge* 8 - 4 l^ 
h^aa4mi^^, and made gentleman -of 
kk^sTvliis^hnmbeF ; and-thf^ veryfttmed|^ 
hwandkmtel penTton gtimir him, tof his 60$^ 
M oae thM&na ptmmUk ^ ^ 
thtconrtof wards. 


At 
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ifig the French ambafiudor, with the king^4 
coach, and other attendui^ him, which ^^ade 
them baulk 'the beaten r^ad, and teach pol^ 
hackneys to leap hedges, i. 

At Canterbury, whither fomc voice {ls i^ 
ftiould feem) was run on before, the mayf r of 
the town came hinvfelf to feize on them, as 
they were taking frefh hOrfes, in a blunt man* 
ner, alledging nrft a warrant to flop them» 
from the council, next from Sir Lewis Lewk- 
ner, mailer of the ceremonies, and ladly from 
Sir Henry Manwaring, then lieutenat of Do-, 
ver CafUe. At all which confufed fidions, tHe 


marquifs had no leifurc to laugh, but thought 
bed to difmaik his beard, and fo told him, 
that he was going covertly with fuch flight 
company, to take a fecret view (being admi- 
ral) of the forwardnefs of his majefty’s fleet, 
which was then in preparatioc on the narrow 
feas : this, with much ado, did fomewhat 
Jiandfomely heal the diigulfjment. On the 
way afterwards, the baggage poft boy, who 
had been at court, got (I know not Sow) 
a glimmering who they were ; but his mouth 
was eafily (hut. To Dover, ^hroqgh bad 
hprfes and tbofe petty impediments, they came 
nf)t before fix at night $ where they found Sir 
Francis Cottington, then fecretary to die. 
pj^nce, now baron of Hanworth, and Mr. 
^dymion Porter, who had been fept before 
to provide a veJ^el for their tran^rlation. 
The foreiaid knight was conjoined fop, ^ 
nearnefs of his place on the prince’s amirs ; 
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and for his long n fdence In the court of 
Spa^, where he had tttcn lingular credit even 
with that cautious n on, by the temper of his 
cafrjage. Mr. Pon r was taken in, not only 
as si bed-chamber f^vant of confidence to his 
higlnefs,* but likewife as a necelTary and ufeful 
inftrument, for his natural fkill in the Spanilh 
tongue. And thefef five were at the fir II the 
whole parade of his journey. 

The next morning, for the night was tem- 
peftuous, on .the nineteenth of the afoiefaid 
month, taking flipping at Dover about fix 
Sf the clock, they landed the fame day at Bou- 
logne in France, near two hours after noon ; 
reaching Monftruel that night (like men of 
difpatch) and Paris the fecond day after, being 
Friday the one-and-twentieth. ^ But fomfc three 
pods before, they had met with two German 
gentlemen tha# came newly from England, 
where they had feen at New-market the prince 
and the marqu% taking coach together with 
the^ king, and retaining fuch a drong impref- 
fion of them both, that they now bewrayed 
fome knowleidge of their perfons ; but werq 
out-faced hy^Six Richard Greham, who would 
needs perfuadc thenf they were midaken. 
Which in truth is no very hard matter, for the 
very^ drangenefs of the thing itfelf, and almdit 
the impofiibilitv to conceive fo great , a prince 
and favourite m fuddenly metamorphofed into 
Uavellert, with no greater train, was enough 
iq make any man living unbelicve his fenfes. 

Fa At 
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At Paris the king f^nt one whole day te 
give his mind Tome coni^tment in viewing of 
a famous city and court, ^hich was a n^h- 
bour to his future eftates. r But for their bet- 
ter veiling of their vifageJ, his highnefs 'and 
the marquifs bought eacK of them ? peri|dg, 
fomewhat to overlhadow their foreheads. '*Of 
the King they got a fight after dinner in a 
gallery, where he was folacing himfelf with 
familiar pleafurcs. And of the queen-mother 
as ihe was at her own table ; in neither place 
deferied, no, not by monfieur^Cadinet, who 
faw them in both, and had been lately ambafe 
fador in England. Towards evening, by a 
meer chance, in appearance, though under- 
lined with a providence, they had a full fight 
of the queen-infanta, and of the princefs Hen- 
rietta Maria, with other great ladies, at the 
practice of a mafquing dance, which was then 
in preparation ; having over-heard two gen- 
tlemen who were tending towards that fight, 
after whom they prelTed, and were let in by the 
duke De Mount Bafon, the queen^s lord-cham- 
berlain, out of humanity to llrangers, when 
divers of the French went by. 

From the next day, when thejr departed at 
three of the clock in tlie morning from Paris, 
the twenty-third of February, were fpent fix 
days at Bayone, the laft town of France, hav- 
ing, before, at Bourdeaux, bought them five 
riding-coats, all of one colour and faffiion, 
in a kind of noble fimplidty ; where Sir 

Franew 
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Fraiyis Cottington |^as employed in a fair 
manner to keep th^ from being entertained 
by^ke duke De EfJernon, telling him tney 
werJgentlemen of ^ean degree, and forn eJ 
yet Jo litBe courtlhip, who. perchance might 
otherwife (being him.'elf no /upeificial man 
in the practices of the woild) have pieiced 
fomewhat deeper than their out-iide. 

They weie now enteied into the deep time 
of lent, and could get no flelh in then lawc. 
Whereupon fell out a pleafant paiVage There 
\9as near Bayone an herd of goats with tiicir 
young ones, upon which light, the faid Sir 
Richard G reham tells the marquifs, he would 
fnap one of the kids, and make fome Onfc to 
carry him clofe to their lodging. Which the 
prince over- hearing, Why Richard, fays hc^ 
do you think you may pradice here your old* 
tricks again upon the borders ? Upon which 
words, they firlk gave the goat- heard good 
contentment, and then while the marquifs and 
his fervant, being both on foot, were challiig 
the kid about llack, the prince from horfe- 
back killed him in the head with a Scottilh 
piftol, • 

At Bayone, the count De Gramont, gover- 
nor of that jealous key, took an exquifite np- 
tice of their peifons and behaviour, and open-^ 
cd himfelf to fome of his tiain, That he 
thought them to be gentlemen of much more 
worth than their habits bewrayed ; yet he let 
them courteoufly pafs. And four days aft^i^ 
this they arrived at Madrid, being Wedned 
F 3 day 
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day the fifth of March* feavinggone thus fr’r, 
J lhall not nqedto relate tl fe afiluence of yt>ung 
nobles and others from he ice into Spain, cjter 
the voice of our prince’s I eing there had ijecn 
quitiJy iioifed, and at length beliered ;]pfi- 
ther will It be neceffary to confider the arls of 
Rome, where now all e;pgines were whetted 
(though by the divine bleffing very vainly) 
when they had gotten a prince of Gieat Bri- 
tain upon catholic ground, as they ufe to 
call it. 

This, and the whole matter of ncgociatinn 
there, the open entertainments, the fecret 
woiking, the apprehenfion on both fides, <he 
appearance on neither ; and in fum, all the 
circumllances and refpe6I of religion and ftaie 
intermixed together in that commixture, will 
^letter become a royal hiftory, or a council- 
table, than a fingle life. Yef we cannot omit 
i(ome things which intervened at the meeting 
of two Pleiades, not unlike that which aftro- 
logers call a conjun6Iion of planets, of no ve- 
ry benign afped^ the one to the other ; the 
marquifs of Buckingham, and the Conde 
d’Ohvares. They had fome fhai^per and fome 
milder differences, which might eafily hap- 
pen in fuch an intervene of grandees, both 
vehement on the parts whicl they fwayed. 
But the moft remarkable was upv^n fuppofition 
of the Condes, that the marquifs had inti- 
mated unto her fome hopes of the prince’s 
^onverfion ; which coming into debate, the 
marquifs fo roundly di fa vowed this gilded 

dreaiPi 
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dteam, as Olivares ^dged he had given him 
La-Mendda, and C^reupon forms a compH- 
m|«t to the princ^ihimfeif; which Bucking- 
haql denying, and y :t Olivares perlilling in the 
feicv compliment, thib marquis, though now in 
ftraiiige hands, yet feeing both his honour and 
the truth at ilake, not tender likewife to 
engage his life, but replied with fome heat, 
that the Condes affeveration would force him 
to do that which he had not done before ; for 
now he held h^mfelf tied in terms of a gentle- 
inan, to maintain the contrary to his affirma- 
tive in any fort whatfoever. This was the 
hsghed and the harfheil point that occurred be- 
tween them ; which that it went fo far, was 
not the duke’s fault ; nor his fault neither 
(as it (hould feem) that it went no farther. 
There was another memorable paflage one day 
of gentler quality, and yet eager enough. The 
Conde d’Olivares told the marquifs of a Cer- 
tain flying nolle, that the prince did plot to 
beiecretly gone : to which the marquifs gave 
a well tempered anfwer, That though love had 
made his hr^nefs fteal out of his own coun- 
try, yet fcanswould never make him run Out of 
Spam in other mann^T than ihould become a 
prmce of his royal and generous virtues. 

In Spain they flayed near eight entire 
ihonths, during all which times, who but 
Buckingham lay at home under millions of 
maledi&ons ? Which yet, at the prince’s iafe 
arrival in the Weft, did die, and vamfh here 
^nd^there into praifes and eulogies, according 
F 4 to 
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to the contrary inotiont of popular wavcs> 
And now, to fum up the\*uit of the joui^iey, 
difcourfcs rati thus amonf the clearell ob^f^r- 
vers. It was faid, that Die prince himt^lf* 
without any imaginable (fain of his ^religiin^ 
had by the fight of foreign courts, and obl^r- 
yatlono of the different natures of people, and 
the rules of government^ much excited and 
awakened his fpirits, and corroborated his 
judgment And as for the marquifs, there 
was note taken of two gieat additions which 
he had gained Firft, he was letujned witl^j 
incieafe cf title, having there been made 
duke, by patent fenthmi, which was the higtp-^ 
eft degree whereof an EnglLfli fubjedl could be 
capable. liut the other was far greater, tho^ 
clofcr; for by fo long and fo private, and fo* 
various confociation with a prince of ftich 
excellent nature, he had nov gotten as it^ 
were two lives in his own fortune and great- 
fjefs ; whereas otherwife the eftite of a favou- 
rite IS but at beft a tenant at will, and rarf^ly 
tranfmltted. Butconcerning the Spaniihcoin* 
million, which in public conceit v^as the inaia 
fcope of the journey, that was l^t in great 
fufpence, and after fome time utterly laid alide; 
which threw the duke, amongft free wits, under 
ceufures, 

Th? moft part were apt to believe, that he 
had brought down fome deep diftafte frocii 
Spain, which exafperated his counfels j neither 
there wanting fome ochci that thought 
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hhn not altogether void of a little ambition^ 
to ftifvv his power ei^er to knit or diflblve. 

](^i|6wlbever, the wjiole fcene of affairs was 
changed from Spain !o France ; there now lay 
the j^ofpeflive. WUich alteration being ge- 
nerally liked, and all alterations of date being 
ever attributed to ^the poweifiillcft under 
princes, the duke became fuddenly and 
drangely gracious among the multitude, and 
was even in parliament highly exalted ; fo as 
he did feem for*a time to have overcome that 
n,|tural incompatib'hty, which, in the expe- 
rience of all ages, hath been noted between 
thewulgar and the fovereigii favoui. But thid 
was no more than a mere bubble or blaft, and, 
like an ephemeral fit of applaufe,- as will ap- 
pear in the fequel of his life.- 

Aftei his return fioni Spain, he was made 
Icrd-warden of the cinquc-poits, (which is, as 
it were, a fecond admiialty) and lleward like- 
wifc of the n^anour of Hampton-caurt. Dig- 
nities and ofhees ftill growing of truft or pro- 
fit ; and the king now giving not only out of 
beneficent difphfition, but a very habitual and 
confirmed cuAom* 

One >ear, fix memths, and two- days after 
tlie joyful reception of the prince his fonTroju. 
Spam, king James accompliQied at Theobalds 
his own days on eaith. Under whom th0 
duke had run a long courfe of calm and- 
finooth profpeiity: I mean long, for the or- 
dinary life of favour i and the more notable, 
becaufe it had been without any viiible e^liple 
F 5 pr. 
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wave in himfelf, amidf^ divers variations in 
others. . ^ 

The mod important ana preiiing care di^ a 
new and vigorous king) his marriage; Tor 
an immediate eilablifhmeift of the royal lihe ; 
wherein the duke having had an efpecial hifnd) 
he was fent to condudt, hither the princefs 
Henrietta Maria, youngeft daughter to the 
great Henry of Bourbon ; of whom his ma* 
jedy, as hath been faid, had an ambulatory 
view in his travels. He was accompanied with 
no peer but the earl of Montgomery. « 

Now this embafly, though it had a private 
/heW) being charged with more foimality tkan 
matter (for all the eilential conditions were 
before concluded) could howfoever want no 
ornaments or bravery to adorn it. Among 
which, it is worthy of a litttle remembrance, 
that the duke, one folemn hay, gorgeouily 
dad in a fuit all over fpread^ with diamonds, 
and having loft one of them' ^ good value, 
perchance as he might be dancing, after his 
manner, with lofty motion, it was ftrangely 
recovered again the next morning in a court 
full of pages : fuch a diligent attendant was 
fortune every where,* both abroad and at 
home* 

A^r this fair difeharge, all civil honours 
having (howered on him before, there now fell 
out great occafions to draw forth his fpirits in- 
to adion i a breach firft with Spain, and not 
long after with. France itfelf, notwitftanding 
fo ftrait an afBnity fo lately treated with^ thS 
and actually accompliihed with the other: 

as 
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ae if, indeed, according to that pleafant maxim 
ofijkte, kingdoms were never married. I'his 
stsib of neceffity involve the duke in buiineis 
emligh to have overfet a lefler vefTel, being 
the next commanded zander the crown of ports 
aAc!^ (hips. 

But he was notecUvlllingly to embrace thofe 
overtures of public employment : for, at the 
parliament at Oxford, his youth and want of 
experience in maritime fervice had fomewhat 
been (hrewdly touched, even before the fluices 
And dood-gates of popular liberty were yet fet 
open : fo, as to wipe out that objedion, he 
dM now mainly attend his charge, by his ma- 
jelly’s untroubled and ferene commands, even 
in a tempeiluous time. 

Now the men fell a rubbing of armour, 
which a great while had lain oiled ; the ma* 
gazines of munition were viewed ; the officers 
of remains calliyi to account ; frequent coun- 
cils of war, as many private conferences with 
expert feamen ; a fleet in preparation for (bme 
attempt upon. Spain ; the duke himfelf perfon« 
ally employed to the ftaies- general ; and with 
him joined,^ in full g:)mmifllon, the earl of 
Holland, a peer both of Angular grace and 
finlidity, and of all fweec and icrviceable virtue 
for public ufe. 

Thefe two nobles, after a dangerous paA 
ihge from Harwich, wherein three of their 
Ihips'were foundered, arrived the fifth day at 
Hague in Holland. Here they were to 
enter a treaty, both with the Hates the^ielves^ 
¥ 6 and 
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with the miniilers of divers allied a&d coirti 
federate princes, about a common diven.om 
lor the recovery of the palatinate where 
king’s only filler’s dowry had been ravifhedfcy 
the German eagle, mixed with Spaniih f6a* 
thers : a princefs tefplendent in darknOfa,. 
and whofe virtues were- born within the 
chance, but without the power of For- 
tune, 

Here it were injurious to overilip a noble 
aft in the duke during this 'employment* 
There was a colleftion of certain rare roanu- 
feripts, exqui/itely written in Arabick. and 
fought in the moft remote parts by the diit- 
gcnce of Erpenius, the moft excellent linguiil. 
Thefc had been left to the widow of the faid 
Erpenius, and were upon (ale to the Jefuits at 
Antwerp, liquorilh chapmen of fuch ware ; 
whereof the duke getting knowledge by his 
worthy and learned fecreiary, ,doftor Mafon,, 
interverted the bargain, and gave the poor 
widow for them five hundred pounds ; a fata 
above their weight in filver ; and a. mixed aft 
both of bounty and charity ; the more lauda- 
ble by being out of his natural element. Thcfe 
were they which, after his death, were as ivo- 
bly prefented as they had been bought, to the, 
univcrfity of Cambridge, by the dutchefs dow*- 
agor, as foon as (he undcrlloody by the afoit- 
jEaid doftor Mafon, her hu (band’s intention^, 
who had a purpofe likewife to raife in theLai4 
urifveriity, whereof he was cJhanceUor* a 
eafe for fuch menuments, and to fuxniih it with 

other 
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other choice coUeAions from all parts, at \m 
owA charge. 

f|Che aforcfaid negotiation » though profe- 
cu^d with heat and probable appearance of 
great efie^s, toolkit up a month before the 
duike’s return ; and then at home he met no 
good news of the C^diz attempt. In the pre- 
paration thereof, though he had fpent much 
follicitude, ex ofiicio, yet it principally failed,^ 
as was thought, by late fetting out, and by 
fome contrariety of weather at fea ; whereby 
L<fhe particular defign took vent before hand ; a 
point hardly avoidable in aftions of noife,. 
ei^ecially where the great Indian key to all 
cabinets is working. 

Not long after this,, the king, pondering in* 
his wifdom the weight of Ins foreign affairs,, 
found it fit to call a parliament at Weftmiii-, 
fter. This wils that affembly where there ap- 
peared a fudde^ and marvellous converiion m 
the duke’s cafe, from the moft exalted (as he- 
had been both in another parHament,and in com* 
mon voice before) to the moft deprefled now ; 
as if his condition had been capable of no me« 
diocrities : tand it could not but trouble him* 
the more, by happening when he was fa freftily 
returned out of the Low- Country provinces^ 
out of a meritorious employment in his inward 
conceit and hope. Which being the fmgle 
example that our annals have yielded, frooii 
eWtime pf William de la Pool, duke of Suf* 
Henry VL o£ fuch a concurrence; 
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of two extreme*, within fo fhort a time, by 
jnoft of the fame com menders and difproverjlt 

This ftrange phstvomenon began from Aft 
travelled, dodtor of phyfic, of bold fpirit afd 
of able elocution ; who, beliig returned one of 
the burgefles, which was not ordinary in oWe 
of his coat, fell, by a metaphorical alluiion, 
tranflated from his own faculty, to propound 
thO' duke’s as a mam caufe of many infirmities 
in the ftate, or near that purpofe ; being fure 
enough of feconds, after the firfl: ‘onfet, in the 
lower houfe. As for any clofe intelligence* 
that they had bcforc-hand with ibme in the 
higher, though that likewife was faid, thefti 
wants ground to affirm, or believe it more 
than a general conceit ; which perhaps might 
run of the working of envy amongft thofe 
that were neareft the objedl, which we fee fo 
familiar, both in natural and moral caufes. 

The duke’s anfwers to his ^ppeachments, 
in number thirteen, were very diligently and 
civilly couched ; and, though his heart was 
big, yet they ail favour of an hiimble fpirit, 
one way, ecfuitable confideration, which could 
not but poffefs every vulgar conceifj and fome- 
what allay the whole matter ; that, in the 
bolting and fifiing of near fourteen years of 
foch power and favour, all that came out 
could not be expedlcd to be pure, and white, 
and fine meal ; but muft needs have withal 
among it a certain mixture of padar and bran, 
in this lower age of human fragility, How^ 

foever 



GEORGE VILLIEJtS. iii 
foever this tempeft did only ihake and not 
re^ his fails : for his majefty^ confidering 
thit almoft all his s^ypeachmencs were without 
compafs of his own reign ; and, more* 
over, that nothingjalkdged againft him had, 
ortcould be, proved by oath, according to the 
conditution of the^houfe of commons ; which 
the duke himfelf did not forget in the preface 
of his anfwers ; and, laftly, having had fuch 
experience of his fidelity, and obfervance 
abroad, where he was chief in truli, and in 
•the participation of all hazards, found himfelf 
engaged in honour, and in the fenfe of his own 
natural goodnefs, to fupport him at home from 
any further inquietude, and too dear buy hi» 
hi^heft tedimonies of divers important impn^ 
tations; whereof the truth is bed known to his 
majedy while he was prince. 

The fummdr following this parliament, af- 
ter an embarq^e of our trading fhips in the 
river of Bourdeaux, and other points of fove- 
reign affront, there fucceeded the a^ion of 
Rheez, wherein the duke was perfonally ein- 
ployed on either element, both as admiral 
and general, with hoj>e in that fervice to re- 
cover the public good will, which he faw, by 
his own example, might q^uickly be won and 
lod. This a£lion found more honourable cen- 
fure* even from feme of the French writers^ 
than it had generally amongd ourfelves at 
home : as, touching the duke’s own deport- 
ment in that ifland, there was^ matter of glory 
and grief fo equally didributed on both ndesb 
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as if Fortune had meant we fhould quickly be 
friends again. . j 

The duke’s carriage was furely nobm 
throughout. To the gentlemen, of fair r(<- 
fpeA, bountiful to the fol^ier, according to 
any fpecial value which he fpied in anyi»; 
tender and careful of thofe that were hurt ; of 
unqueftionable courage in himfelf, and rather 
fearful of fame Dhan danger. In his counte- 
nance, which is the part that all eyes interpret, 
no open alteration, even after the fuccours 
which h’e cxpedled did fail him ; but the lefs . 
he ihewed without, the more it wrought in- 
trinfically, according to the nature of fupprefTe^l 
palTions : for certain it is, that, to his^ often* 
mentioned fecjctary, Dr. Maron,wbom helaid* 
in a pallet near him, for natural ventilation 
of his thou'ghts, he would, in the ablcnce of 
all ocher ears and eyes, break ont into bitter 
and paffionate irruptions, prQfefting, That 
never his difpatches to divers princes, nor the 
great bufincff of a fleet, of an- army, of* a 
flege, of a treaty, of war, of peace, both on 
foot together, and all of them in his head at 
a time, did not fo much „ break hi; repofe, as 
a conceit. That fome at home, under Ins ma- 
jefty, of whom he bad well deferved, were 
now content to forget him. 

Of their two forts, he could not take the 
one, nor would he take the ocher ; but, in the 
general town, he maintained a feizure and 
poiieflion of the^whole three months and eigh- 
leen^days and,/ at tbe firil defeent on^ihore, 

he: 
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he was not immured with a wooden vefTelj but 
he did countenance the landing siVH.his long- 
b^x ; where Aicceeded fuch a defeat of near 
tw4 hundred horde^ (and thefc not, by his 
guefs, mounted in lihafte, but the moll part 
geiftlemen of family and great refolution ) fe- 
conded with two thoufand foot, as all cir- 
cumilances well ballanced on either fide, may 
furely endure a comparifon with any of the 
braved impredions in antient time. 

Jn the iflue of the whole bufineG, he (eems 
barged in opinion with a kind of improvi- 
dent confcicnce, having brought of that with 
him to camp, perchance, too much from a 
court where Fortune had never deceived him» 
Befides^ we mud coniider him yet but rdde 
in the profeffion of arms, though greedy of 
honour, and zealous in .the caufe. 

At his return to Plymouth, a drange acci- 
dent befel him ;; perchance not fo worthy of 
memory for itfclf, as for that it feemeth to 
havoa kind of prelude to his final period. 

Lord Goiing, a gentleman of true honour,' 
and of vigilant affedioojs for his friend, fent 
to the duket^ in all expedition, an' expreli 
meffenger, with advifement, to allure his 
own perfon by declining the ordinary road to 
London ; for, that he had credible intellH 
genee of a plot againft his life, to be put in 
execution upon him in his faid journey towarda 
the court. 

The duke meeting the meflenger on. the 
way, read the letter, and fmothering it in his 

poclcet^ 
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pocket, without the leaft imaginable appre- 
heniion, rode foiward, his company be ng, 
about that time-, not above feven or eighli' in 
number, and thofe no otherwife provKled 
for their defence chan with ortlinary iwords- 
After this, the duke had advanced three 
miles before he met with un old woman, near 
a town in the road, who demanded, Whether 
the duke w'cre in the company ? and bewraying 
fome efpccial occafion to be brought to him, 
was led to lus liorfe-fide ; wherfe (he told him, 
that, in the very next town where he was tc 
pafs, Ihe had heard feme defperate men vow 
ins death ; and thereupon would have diredvcd 
Hm about by a furer way. 

This old woman cafual accefs, joined with 
that deliberate adverttfement which he had 
before from his noble ^fiiend, moved him to 
participate both the tenour of the faid letter, 
and all the circumftanoes, wir^h his company ; 
who were jointly upon conlent that the woman 
had advifed him well. Notwithftanding aU 
which importunity, he refolve^ not to wave 
his way upon this reafon, perhaps more ge^ 
nerous than provident,- that if, Ls he Add, he 
fiiould but once, by fuch a diverAon, make 
his enemy believe he were afraid of danger, 
be Ihould never live without. 

Hereopon his young nephew, lord vifeount 
FieMing, being then in his company, out of a 
noble fpirit, be (ought him, that he would, 
«t leaft, honour him with bis coat and blue 
ribbon, thorough the town, pleading his un« 
. cle"5 
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cle’s life, whereupon lay the property of his 
while family, was of all things under Heaven, 
il*Jmoft precious unto him; and undertaking 
fo po gefture and muffle up himfelfinhis hood, 
as the di#ke^s manntr was to ride in cold wea- 
thet, that none Ihould difcern him from him ; 
and fo he ihould bet at the more liberty for his 
own defence. At which fwcet propoiltion, 
the duke caught him in his arms, and kiiTed 
him ; yet would not, as he faid, accept of 
fuch an offer from a nephew, whofe life he 
tendered as much as himfelf ; and fo liberally 
rewarded the poor creature for her good will. 
Ai%er fome Ihort dire^ions to his company, 
how they ihould carry themfelves, he rode on 
without perturbation of his mind. He was 
no i'ooner entered into the town, but a (cam- 
ling foldier clapt hold of his bndle, which he 
thought was in & begging, or (perchance fome- 
what worfe) in# drunken faihion ; yet a 
tleman of his train that rode a pretty diftance 
behind him, conceiving by the premlfes it 
might be a b^inning of fome mifehievous in- 
tent, fpurred up his hoxfe, and with a violent 
ru(h fevered llim from the duke, who with the 
rell went on quickly through the town : neither 
was there any further enquiry into that prac- 
tice, the duke, peiadvcnture, thinking it wift* 
dom nottorefent difeontentments too deep. 

At his return to the court he found no 
Qhange in faces, but fmothered murmurings 
for the lofs of fo many gallant gentlemen ; 
^aind which his friends did oppoTe in their 

difeourfes 
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difcourfes the chance of war, together wUh a 

f entle expe^lation for want of fupply in toe. 

ut after the complaints in parliament, |^nd 
the unfortunate iflue atRheez, the duke’s fame 
fell more and more in obloiquy among' the i^^afs 
of people, whofe judgments arc only recon- 
ciled with good fucccflcs ; fo as he faw plain- 
ly that he niuft abroad again to reftify by his 
bed endeavour under the public fervice, hb 
own reputation. Whereupon new prepara- 
tives were rn hand, and partly repaiatives of 
the former beaicn at Tea. And in the mean 
while, he was not unrnindful in his civil coui^e^ 
to call an eye upon the ways, to win unto him 
fuch as have been of principal credit in the 
lower houfe of parliament, applying lenitives^ 
or {ubdudting from that part where he knew 
the humours were (harped : , amidd which 
thoughts, he was furprifed with a fatal droke, 
written in the black book of nicedity. 

There was a younger brother, of mean for- 
tune, born in the county of Suffolk, by name 
John Felton, by nature of a deep, melancho- 
ly, filent, and gloomy conllitution, but bred 
in the adive way of a' foldier ; and thereby 
raifed to the place of lieutenant to a company 
of foot, in the regiment of Sir James Ramfey. 
This was the man that clofcly within himfelf 
liad conceived the duke’s death. But what 
may have been the immediate or greated mo*- 
live of that felonious conception, is even yet 
in the clouds. 


It 
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It was faid at firfty that he had been flung 
with a denial of his captain’s place, who died 
in England ; whereof thus much indeed is 
tra|, that the duke, before he would inveft 
him in the faid place, advifing hril (as his 
manner was) with His colonel; he found him 
toiftterpofe for one Powel, his own lieutenant, 
a gentleman of extriordinary valour, and ac** 
cording to military cuflom, the place was 
good, that the lieutenant of the colonel’s com* 
pany might well pretend to the next vacant 
captainfhip, under the fame regiment. Which 
lielton acknowledged to be in Jtfelf very ufual 
and equitable, befides the fpecial merit of the 
petibn. So as the aforefaid conceit of fome 
rancour harboured upon this denial had no true 
ground. There was another imagination, that 
between a knight of the fame county (whom 
the duke had lately taken into fome good de*’ 
gree of favour) and the faid Felton, there had 
been ancient quarrels, not yet well healed, 
which might perhaps lie federing in his brcaft, 
and by a certain inflamation produce this ef* 
feft. Bpt thaVicarries fmall probability, that 
Felton would fo deface his own aft, as to 
make the dulfe no more than an oblique fa» 
crifice to the fumes of his private revenge up* 
on a third peribn. 

Therefore the truth is, that, either to honefl 
a deed after it was done, or to {lumber hia 
confcience in the doing, he Hudied other in*, 
centimes, alledging, not three hours before his. 
execution, to Sir Richard Greiham, two only 

inducements 
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inducements thereof. The firfi, as he made 
it in order, was a certain libellous book, writ^ 
ten by one Eggleftonc, a Scottiih phyfidTAn, 
which made the duke one of the fouleft nron- 
llers upon earth ; and indeed, unworthy not 
Only of life in a Chriftian tourt, and under fo 
virtuous a king, but of any room within the 
bounds of humaniy^, if his prodigious pre- 
dictions had the leaft fcmblance of truth* The 
fecond was, the remon (trance it felf of the lower 
houfe of parliament again (I him, which per- 
chance, he thought the fai reft cover, fohe put 
in the fecond place. Whatfbever were the true 
motives, which none can determine but ,the 
prince of darknefs itfelf, he did thus profecute 
the efIeCt. 

In a by-cutler*s fhop on Tower-hill, he 
bought a ten-penny knife, and the (heath 
thereof he fewed to the lining • of his pocket, 
that he might at any moment draw forth the 
blade alone with one hand, for he had 
maimed the other. This done, he made 
(hift, partly as it is faid, on horleback, 
and partly on foot, to get tO Por^fmouth, 
for he was indigent and low in money, which 
perhaps might have a* little edged his deipe- 
rartioiii. Ac Poftfmoath on Saturday, being 
the twenty-third of Auguft of that current 
year^ he prefted without any fufpicion in fuch 
a time of (b many pretenders to employment* 
into an inward chamber, where the duke was 
at breakfaft (the laft of his repafts in t)its 
world) accompanied with men or quality and 
with monfieur de Soubes^r and Sir 

Thomas 
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Thomas Fryer. And there, a^ittle before thn 
duke’s rifing from the table, he went and 
llocjd expeding till he (hould paTs through a 
kith of lobby, between that room and tho 
next, where were divers attending him. To- 
wards which paiTagd^ as I conceive^ fomewhat} 
dartcer than the chamber which he voided^ 
while the duke camS, with Sir Thomas Fryer 
clofe at his ear, in the very moment as the faid 
knight withdrew bimfelf from the duke, thU 
alTadin gave him, with a back blow, a deep 
wound in his left iide, leaving the knife in his 
19bdy ; which the duke himfelf pulling outu 
on a hidden efFufion of fpirits, he funk down 
un^er the table in the next room, and immedU 
alely expired. 

Certain it is, that fome good while before* 
Sir Clement Throgmorton, a gentleman then 
living, of grave; judgment, had in a private 
conference advifed him to wear a privy>coat* 
whofe council tl^ duke received very kindly^ 
but ^ave him this anfwer, That againh any 
popular fury, a ihirt of mail would be but a 
filly defence ; «and for any fingle man’s afiauk*, 
he took himfelf to be in no danger. So dark 
is deftiny. * • 

Qne thing in this enormous accident, 4 
beyond all wonder : That within the fpace 
of not many minutes after the fall of the body*, 
and removal thereof into the firil room, there 
vyas not a living creature in either of the chauv 
ber$, not more than if it had lain in the fande 
of .£diiopia; whereas commonly, in fuck 
2 cafes. 
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cafes, you ihall note every where a great and 
fudden conflux of people unto the place, to 
hearken and to fee. But it ihould feemkhe 
very horror of the fadl had llupified all currofi- 
ty, and Co difperfed the multitude, that it is 
tnought even the murderci^'himfelf might l^ave 
efcaped (who gave the blow none could afHrm) 
if he had not lingered about the houfe below, 
not by any confufed arrefl of confcience, as 
hath been feen in like examples, but by very 
pride in his own deed, as if in cfFedI there were 
little difference between being rembembered 
by a virtuous fame, or an illullrious infamy. 
Thus died this great peer, in the thirty- lijtth 
year of his age compleat, and three days over, 
In a time of great recourfe unto him, and de- 
pendence upon him, the houfe, and town full 
of fervants and fuitors, his dutchefs in an up- 
per room, fcarce yet out of bed ; and the 
court at that time not above fix or nine miles 
from him, which had been tae llage of his 
greatnefs. ^ , 

As to any ominous prefagement before his 
end, it is reported, that beiii^ to 4ake his 
leave of my lord’s grace of Canterbury, then 
bifliop of London, whohi he knew well planted 
in the king’s unchangeable aifeAion by his 
own great abilities ; after courteiies of courfe^ 
had pafled between them : My lord fty$ Ae' 
duke, I know your lordlhip hath very 
ly good accelTes unto the king our* ^Cteigli,^ 
let me pray you to put his majefly in txiind to^ 
be good, ais 1 nowi^s didrufl, to my 4 >oor wi^ 

and 
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and children. At whjch words, or at his 
couiyenance in the delivery, or at both, my 
lor 4 i/bi{hop being (bmewhat troubled, took 
the freedom to aik him, whether he had never 
any fecret* aboderaei|t' in his mind. No, re- 
plied the duke, but I think fonne adventure 
may kill me as welltas another man 

The very day before he was (lain, feeling 
fome indifpofition pf body, the king was 
pleafed to give him the honour of avifit, and 
found him in his bed ; where, and after much 
f<iricms ahd private difoourfe, the duke, at his 
majefty’s departing, embraced him in a very 
unrfual and paffionatc manner, and in like 
fcrt his friend the earl of Holland, as if hi$ 
foul had divined he fhould fee them no moie : 
which infnfions towards fatal ends, had beeii 
obferved by fome authors of no lightautho- 
rity. ' 

'On the very d^y of his death, the coiintefs 
of Denbigh recei ved a letter from him 5 where- 
unto»all the while (he was writing her anfwert 
(he bedewed tjje paper with her tears; and af- 
ter a mdft bittei paflion (whereof (he could 
yield no reafon, but heir dearell: brothel 
wa$ to be gone) (he fell 
Her (aid letter ended' thus : priy foe 

your haBpy return, which I look at with a 
great over my head, too heavy far'foy 

poor heart to bear without torment; but f 
hope the great God oT heaven will hlefs 

• Vot.y. G Th^ 
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The day following, the bifliop of Ely, her 
devoted fripnd, who was thought the fitteft 
preparer of her niind ^o receive fuch a do'^ful 
accident, came to viHther; but hearing (he 
was at reft, he attended fill (he ft.onld awake 
of herfelf, which fticdid iviththe affrightr^ent 
of a dream. Her brother Teemed to pafs 
•through a field with htr, in her coach ; where 
healing a fudden (bout of the people, and afic- 
ing the rcafon* it was anfwered to have been 
for joy that the duke of Buckingham was Tick. 
Which natural impreftion Ihe (carce had 
lated unto her gentlewoman, before the bi- 
ihop was entered into her bed-chamber f^r a 
chofen meflenger of the duke*s death. 

But the moft remarkable inftance of all is 
the famous ftory of the apparition, which we 
have from lord Clarendon. 

‘‘ There was an officer in the^king^sward robe 
in Wind for Caftle, of a good reputation for 
honefty and difcietion, and thet^ alraut the age 
of fifty ycais or more* 

** This man had in his youth been bred in a 
fchool in the parifh where Sir Cjeorge'Villiers, 
the father of the duke, lived, had been 
much cherilhed and obliged in that feafi?n, >of 
his age by the faid Sir George, whom after^ 
\vr.fd$ he never faw. 

** About fix motiths before the miferi^l^ end 
of the duke of Buckingham, about midmgbt, 
this man beiftg iu his bed at Windlbr, wh|;re 
his office and in very good health, 
Skppeared to him on the fide of his b^, a ijaan 

of 
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of a very venerable afpe£t, \vho drew the cur- 
tainj of his bed, and fixing his eyes upon him^ 
afk%a him if he knew him. 

The poor man, half dead with fear 
and apprehcnfion, |being afked the fecond 
fimtf, whether he remembered him, and hav- 
ing in that time calltxi to his memory the pre- 
fence of Sir George Villiers, and the very 
deaths he ufed to wear, in which at that time 
he femed to be habited, he anfwered him, 
that he thought him to be that perfon ; he re- 
plied, he was in the rights that he was the 
fame, and that he expeiSVed a fervice from 
hin^ which was, that he fhould go from him, 
to his foil the duke of Buckingham, and tell 
him, if he did not fomewhat to ingratiate 
himfclf to the people, or at Icaft to abate the 
extreme malice which they had againft him, 
he would be Tuffcied to live but a (hort 
time. • 

After this difeourfe hedifappeared, and the 
pool* man (ifhehad been at all waking) flept 
very weU till ^norning, when he believed alt 
this to te a dream, and eonfidered it no otlidr- 
wife. • , , 

The next night, or (hortlj^ after, the fatrie 
perfon appeared to him again, in the fhfne 
place, and about the fame time of the night, 
with an afpedl a little more fevere than before, 
and afked him, whether hO had done as he 
had retjuired of him; and perceiving had! 

ga^e him very fevere reprehenfions, told 
him he expeflcd more compliance from him, 
G 2 and 
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and that if he did not perform his commands, 
he fhou'id .enjoy no peace of mind j bat 
fiiould always be purfued by him : dfon 
wh^:h he promifed him to obey. But the 
next morning waking qut of a good fleep, 
though he was exceedingly perplexed »Vith 
the lively reprefentation of all pariiculars to 
his memory, he was ftill willing to perfuade 
himfelf that he had only dreamed, and con- 
fidered that he was a perfon at fuch a didance 
from the duke, that he knew not how to find 
out any admifiion to his prefence, much le& 
had any hope to be believed in what he 
(hould fay ; fo with great trouble and unqu(et- 
nefs he fpent feme time in thinking what he 
fhould do : and in the end refolved to do no* 
thing in the matter, 

“ The fame perfon appeared to him the third 
time with a terrible countena^A:e, and bitterly 
reproaching him for not performing what he 
had promifed to do. The poor man had, 
hy this time, recovered the courage to tell 
him, that in truth he had deferred the execu- 
tion of his commands, ipon cdnfider^ng how 
difficult a thing it would be % him to get 
limy ticcefs to the duke, having acquaintance 
with no perfon about him ; and if he fhould 
admilSon to him, he fhould never be 
“ Abo^.fuade him that he was fent in fuch 
of the duke that he (hoold at leaft be thought 
this man beir^r to be fet on and employed by 
hts office He malice of other men to abum 
appeared tO hit ^ 



GEORGE VILLI ERS. is; 

the duke ; and fo he ibould be fare to be un- 
done 

The perfon replied, as he had done befoic, 
that he Ihould never find reit td' he Ihouid 
perform wh It he had requiied, and therefoie 
he were better to dilpatch it ; that the accefs 
to his fon was known to be very eafy, and 
that few men waited lo.ig for him ; and for 
the gaining him credit he would tell him iwo 
or three particulars, which he charged him 
never to mention to anv perfon living but to 
the duke himfelf ; and he fhould no fooner 
hear them but he ftiould believe aH the rtft 
he j[Jiould fay 5 and fo repeating his threats, he 
left him. 

“ In the morning the poor man, mote con- 
firmed by the laft appearance, made his jour- 
ney to London, where the court then was 
he was very welj known to Sir Ralph Freeirtaii, 
One of the mafters of lequelK, who ha-d mar- 
ried a lady thlc was neaily allied to the 
duke, and was himfelf well received by hmi : 
to him this roan went, and though he did not 
acquaint him ^ith all the particulars^ he fuid 
enough to let him know theie wai> fomething 
cxtraordinai^ in it; aftid the knowledge h? 
had of the iokrlety and diferet'on of the maiU 
made the more imprefiion on him : he defired 
that by his means he might be brought to the 
4uke, in fuch a place and in fuch a manner s«f 
ihouid he thought fit^ affirming that he had 
to fay to him, and of fuch a nature as 
3 wonkl 
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would require much privacy, and fonie time 
and patience in the hearing. 

“ Sir Ralph promifed he would fpcak 
with the duke of him, and then he fhould 
nnderlt.ind his pleafure ; and accordingly, 
the firfl opportunity he •‘did inforifa him of 
the reputation and honefty of the man, ‘‘and 
then what he delired, and of all he knew of 
the matter. 

** The duke, according to his uAial opennefs 
and condefeention, told him, that he was the 
next day early to hunt with the king; that 
his horfes fhould attend him at Lambeth!* 
Bridge, where he fliould land by five of the 
clock in the morning; and if the man*W 
tended him there at that hour, he would 
walk and fpeak with him as long as fhould be 
necefTary. 

Sir Ralph carried the man with him the 
next morping, and prefented him to the duke 
at his landing, who received him coaiteoofly, 
and walked ahde in conference near an hour ; 
none but his own fervants being at that hour 
in that place ; and they and Sir Ralph at fuch 
a difiance, that they could not bear a word, 
though the duke fometimea fpoke loud, and 
with g^eat emotion, which Sir Ralph the more 
eaBly obferved and perceived, becaufe he kept 
bis eyes always fixed upon the duke, having 
procured the conference upon fomewhat, he 
knew was extraordinary. 

The man told him, in his return over the 
water, that when he mentioned thofe particu^ 

lars 
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lars which were to gain him credit (the Tub- 
Dance whereof he faid he durft not impart 
unt^ him) the duke’s colour changed, and 
he fwore he could cone at that know- 
ledge only by the devil, for that thofe parti- 
culars were only kn<#vn to himfelf and to one 
per (on more, who he wa^ Tore would never 
rpeak of it. 

“ The duke purfued his purpofe ofhunting, 
but was obferved to ride all the morning with 
great penfivcnefs and in deep thoughts, with- 
out any delight in the cxercife he was upon ; 
.Ad before the morning was fpent, left the 
held, and alighted at his mother’s lodgings m 
Whitehall, wdth whom he was fhut up for tlie 
fpaceof two or three hours ; the noife of their 
difeourfe frequently icaching the ears of thofe 
who attended in the next rooms. And when 
the duke left her, his countenance appeared 
full of troubler with a mixture of anger; .a 
countenance thra was never before obferved in 
him in any converfation with her, towards 
who*m he had a profound reverence ; and tha 
counter^ herftlf (for though The was married 
to a private gentleman. Sir Thomas Compton, 
ihe had be^ created* countefs of Bucking- 
ham fhortly after her ibn had aDTumed that 
title) was at the duke’s leaving her found 
overwhelmed in tears, and in the higheft agony 
imaginable. 

^ “ Whatever there was of all this, it is a ooto* 
riouv truth, that when the ncvvs of the duke’s 
murder (which happened within a few months 
G 4 aftet} 
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after) was brought to his ipother, ftie feemed 
not in the Icall degiee furprifed, but received 
it as Oie had forefeen it ; nor did aftcrwa/ds 
^xprefs <uch a degree of forrow as was expect- 
■ed from fuch a modier for the lofs of inch 
a fon ^ • 

Tii^^ ftorv is related with fome little ‘cir- 
•cuniRaiuial diffcicnce by*leveial con fdci able 
aucftoih, who all fcem to agree in the moH 
material paiti of it. 

Fame, though with fome privacy, fays, 
that the fecret token was an inceftuous breach 
of moJeliy between the duke and a certatti 
lad / too nearl)^ lelated to him, which it fur- 
prifed the duke to hear of; and that aft' he 
thought he had good reafon^ to be <ure the 
lady wottld not tell it of herfclf, fo he thought 
none but the devil could tell it befides her ; 
and this altoniHied him, fo that he was very 
fai from receiving the man flightiy, or laugh- 
ing at bis meffage. c 

He took to wife, eight years and two 
jTiOnths before his death, the lady Catherine 
Manners, heir general to the |\oble houfc of 
kutiand, who, beiides a folid addition to his 
Hlate, brought him thx^e funs anii a daughter, 
jCallcil the lady Mary, his firft born ; his eldeft 
ibo died at nurfe, before hu> journey to Rheez ; 
And hi^ t^d, the lord Francis, was born after 
:diis fatlter^s death; fo as neither his firft nor 
^ts la|b were participant of any fenfe of his 
ims^unes ix felicities ; bis Second font oow 
! 4iAke 
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dake of Buckingham, was botrn to chearhim 
on his return from that unlucky voyage^ 

♦'or thcfe fweet pledges, and no left for the 
unqueftionable virtues of her perfon and mind, 
he loved^ her dcar^, and well expiefled his 
love in an adt and time of no firnulation 
towards his end, •bequeathing her all his 
manfion-houfes during her natural life, and a 
power to difpofe of his whole perfonal eftjte, 
together with a fourth part of his lands in 
jointure ; he left his elder brother of tire 
fame womb a vifcount, and his younger bro- 
ther an earl ; Sir Edward Villiers, his half- 
bi^her on the father’s fide, he either preferred 
or removed (call it how you will), from his 
ftep mother’s eye to the piefident(hSp$ %cre 
he lived in fingular eftimatioa for |iis juftitc^ 
and hofpitality ; and died much grief 

of the whole province, as %?ia^ 
did (before hi^ religious lady of fweeiC afiA, 
noble difpofition) adding much to his honoilr* 
Tht eldeil of the brethren, and heir of 
name, was gnade a baronet, but abHained, 
from c8urt, enjoying perhaps the greater great- 
nefs of felf-druition. , 

He left his mother a counties by patent iJt. 
her own perfon, which was a new leading 63 ^- 
ample, grown before ibmewksi^ fare, £nce the 
days of queen Mary. His fiftcr Denbigh 
{that right charadler of a good lady) ^he 
humbly recommended to the queen ; whd^- 
4 ier a difeharge of fome French in her .court 
Xi 5 ^tha: 
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that were to return, took her into three fcvcral 
places of honoui and trull. 

In Ihoit, not to infill on every particvJar 
branch of thofe private pi eferments, he left all 
his female kindied, of the entire or half blood, 
deftending of the name bf Villlers or l^au- 
mont, within any near dc^jree, cither matched 
with peers of the realm adtually, or hopefully 
with earls Tons and hciis; or at Icall with 
knights, or dodlors of divinity, and of plenti- 
ful condition • he did not much llrengthen 
his own fubfillence in court, but Hood the.jre 
on his own feet, for the truth is, the mod of 
his allies rather leaned upon him, than ftoar- 
ed him up. His familiar fervants, cither 
about his peribn in ordinary attendance, or 
about his affairs of (late, as his fecretaries ; 
or of oHice, 4iis Heward ; or of law, as that 
wonhy knight whom he long ufed to follicir 
ids caufes ; he left all, both in good fortune^ 
and, which is more, in good tame. 
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The life o» 

XhcJmas eWentworth. 

T Homas Wentworth was the Ibn 
of Sir Wilham Wentworth, baronet, 
and Anne, daughter and heir to Sir Robert 
Atkins of Stowel), in the county of Giouceiler, 
knight ; and was born on the thiiteenth of 
A|yil I593> feven minutes after three in the 
afternoon : the famous Lilly, who calculatt d 
his nativitv, having laid down adrological 
reafons for his violent death. 

He was a perlbn of moft, extraordinary an- 
compliihmentSj* which ral(^}dp*to very fig- 
nal honours and prcfermei>ts, He at firft d^- 
tinguiihed hinffeJf amongfl the king’s op^ 
pofers ; for which reafon he was, in the ye^r 
1625, made flierifF of Vorklbire, to prevent 
his being chdfen member of parliaipent. In 
]6z6, he was put in confinement for refufing 
to contribute to the loan, , then exalted 
Charles I. In the parliament, in 1627, 
fignalizedhimfelf as a patnot, ^on occafionpf 
the inquiry made into the gwvanccs of the- 
nation by the commons, Ine abufes which 
they took into con^ieration, were biljetdngj^f 
foldiers, loans' by benevolence and privy-feris,, 
imprifonment of gentlemen 

G.6 ‘ denial 



432 WHITISH PLtJTARCH. 

tdeniai of releafe upon a habeas corpus ; and, 
^mongll many fpeeches made upon this occa- 
fion, none were taken more notice of t^Un 
that made by Sir Thomas Wentwoith againft 
the government. But he obferved that thofe 
things were notto be imputed to the king,rbut 
the minifters, who had formed the defrgn of 
firetching the prerogative beyond its due 
bounds. They have brought the crown in- 
to greater \yant than ever/* faid he, ‘‘ by 
anticipating the revenues : and can the fhep- 
herd be thus fmitten> and the fheep not fes- 
tered ? They have introduced a privy-coun- 
cil, ravifhing at once thefpheres of all anc^Jent 
government, imprifoning us without either 
bail or bond. They have taken from us, 
what f 'What fhalJ I fay ? Indeed, what have 
they left us? All means of fupplying the 
king, and isigr^^ating ourftlve^ with him, 
taking up the root of all property.** 

Ashe was one of the greateil geniufes then 
in England, the king could not but be fenfible 
that his parts and capacity might be highly 
4lrviceable to him if he could gain him to his 
iidc.,,,^e endeavoured it therefore, after, or 

of the parlia- 
fuccee^d fo well, that Wefitworth, 
4>efofe it was coded, became one of thegreateft 
' ilicklers for the royal authority, or ratW for 
the defpotic power the king had a mind to ia- 

this account the Icing thought fdmt^he 
to he entrafted wMt the 

dentflup 
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dentfhip of the council in the north. He was 
at the fame time created baron Wentworth, of 
Wcntworth-wood houfe; and, on the tenth of 
December following, vifcount Wentworth of 
the fam^ place, and was made one of the pri- 
v)^ council; in alH which trufts he acquitted 
himfeif much to the fatisfa£iion of his prince, 
whofe revenue he greatly improved. His next 
ftep of preferment was to be lord-deputy of 
Ireland, where he preferred learned and 
pious men who were attached to epifcopacy.. 
^He moreover raifed eight regiments for the 
king’s fervice, each confifting of one thoufand 
>it^n i but before he had difpofedof thefe forces 
into neceflary quarters, he was recalled to Eng- 
land, and made Ireuteoant-general to the earl 
«of Northunrberland, who commanded the ar- 
my which was going to be employed againft 
the Scoc!^ who had then invaded the king- 
dom. ^ 

On the twelfth of January, 15 Charles I, 
ha was created baron of Raby, and earl of 
Strafford; s||pd was alfo made knight of the 
-gartct*, on the twelfth of SeptemW 16404 
But things^nottfucceeding wdi in Ireland un- 
der Sir Chriftoper V^andcsford, ma^r of the 
lOlhtheFeyWhom faehad left deputy in hisroom^ 
^d theq^ariiament of England by this time 
>enteritig intofccret eng^ements with the Sco^, 
.•the earl of Stiadbrd’s ruin was brought about 
ttot long after. He had fo entirely devoted 
.diimfdf to the kiag^ that, in hie two .greet 
j^ce^hkat &t the coon of and 

lord- 
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lord- lieutenant of Ireland, he had no Other view 
but to llretch the prerog<ime' royal, and in- 
creafe the king’s revenues. His proud aWd 
haughty carriage had given no lefs offence to 
the public than his adfions, whereby he llrove 
to eftablifh an arbitrary po<i^er. He was the^re- 
forc the firrt among thofft/ who pafled for the 
authors of the grievances upon whom the 
florm fell. 

On the eleventh of November, eight days 
after the opening of the parliament, Mr. Pyra 
having defired and obtained his defirs of the^. 
coinnions, that the doors of the houfe might 
be locked, and the outward room cleareduof 
llrangers, informed them, that there were feve- 
ral complaints againfl the earl of ScrafFord, 
which gave juft, grounds to accufe him of high 
treafon. The houfe having received this in- 
formation, immediately appointed a Committee 
of feven, who withdrew into another room, 
and conferring together, reported ftiortly af- 
ter, that It was their opinion, there was joift 
caufeto impeach the cafl ofStra^ord. Then 
Mr. Pym was ordered to go to the houfe of 
lords, and accufe the earl of higi^treafon, in 
the name of the commons*. He had. orders 
m the lords* that the commons would* 
in due time, produce the articles of accu&tftosa* 
and defired thatthe accufed might*, ttll cjieii* 
be put in iafe cuftody. The earl of Stia^oad 
bad that very day quilled the army, nhd Hafeen 
bis place in thehoufe of lords.. He itad49eeii 
apprifed. before he left the army tba(,a.defigA 

wa»» 
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was formed to attack him : but, whether 
through pride, or a peifuafion ,ihat, having 
dllne nothing without the king’s authority, he 
was fecure, he ilighted the advice, and wouki 
be pref^nt in the parliament. Indeed, (bme 
m^ths before, th^ king’s proteftion was more 
than fufiicient to ffreen him from all danger ; 
but the face of affairs was changed, and k 
feems furprifing that a perfon of fo excellent 
an underflanding, could imagine, that the 
king was able to protcdl him at fuch a junc- 
^ture. 

No fooner had the commons impeached the 
but the loids committed him to the cus- 
tody of the black-rod, and fome days after 
fcnt him to the Tower. The procefs againft 
him could not be ready to be tried till the 
twenty- fecond of March, 1640-1. The trial 
lafted till the twelfth of April, and then the 
commons, who had been prefent all the while, 
perceiving, doubtlefs, that the fentence would 
not prove as rigorous as they deiired, reiblved 
to proceed a|ainA the earl by way of bill of aC* 
tainde» 

They v^ed, therefore, on the fixteenth 
and nineteenth of April, that k was fufficiently 
proved, that the earl of Strafford had endea^ 
voured to fubvert the fundamental laws of the 
kingdom, and introduce an arbitrary and^ ty^ 
raiinical government into the realms of Eng* 
land and Ireland ; and that, confe^uently,, & 
guilty of high-treafon» 
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On the twenty firft of the fame month, the 
bill of attainder was palTcd, there being two 
•hundred and four for it, and fifty nine agaiM. 
it. The bill met with fo great oppofition in 
fthe houfe of peers, that it was very /doubtful 
whether it would be pafT^ or thrown ovt^ 
for which reafon, on the twenty-fourth, was 
jprefented to both, houfcs a petition, fubfcribed 
by above forty tboufand inhabitants of Lon- 
•don, fetting forth the caufes of their fufpi- 
cions and fears ; and, amongft others, that 
juftice was not yet executed upon the earl of 
Strafford ; and, that there was reafon to dread 
ibme fecret plot againft the parliament. 

The twenty-eighth of April, the commons 
fent a meflage to the lords, that they had re- 
iccived information, that the carl of Strafford 
had a defign to make an efcape out of the 
Tower 5 that the guard about him was weak 5 
•and therefore delired he mig)\t be kept clofe 
^rifoner, and his guards llrengthened ; to 
•which the lords contented. . <• 

The firft of May, the king, came to the 
iparliamenc« and, in a fpeech to both ^^houfes, 
4 aid, That, having beei? prefen t ^ the trial of 
fthe carl of Straftord, he c(>uld not in confci- 
lenee eond^mn hith of high^treafon, though he 
thought him guilty of mifdemeanours : therA- 
^ore he defired the lords to find feme way to 
'bring him out of thi? great ftreiabt. The 
‘Commotfis were very much troubled and’ dif- 
xonteated wilh ^his fpeech^ and 

joumtd 
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jouined till the third of May ; on which day 
a great multitude it Weflrninller infu‘ted and 
th^atened the lords, as they were going to 
tn^ hou£b, ciying out, JuiHce! JulHcel 
It was no eafy matter for the lords to avoid 
doing wliat the commons defired. In the fird 
they had inlpired the nation with iuch 
a terror, that no one durll oppofe tbtir refolu- 
tions, for fear of being thought to have dl 
defigns, and expofed to inevitable ruin. Se^ 
•condJy, the people ftill continued to flock about 
Weftminller, and openly threatened the lords, 
^'hirdly, the multitude prelented the fame day 
a petitiun to the loicls, demanding jullicc 
aglanfl the earl of Straflbid, and that their 
iordihips would plcafe to free them from the 
fear of a coolpiracy. Fourthly, on the mor* 
row, being the fourth of May, t^ 
getting together again at Weftmwilter ^ 
greater number^’ than the day feefore, ihr 
cendiaries pafled up againfl a wall io the q 14 
paiace^yard, the names of fifty- (lx m^ber^t 
and' called them StralFordians, and betray, 
their c^untryo LafiJy, the fame day the muK 
titude prefented to the lords another 
faying that/ they anderRood the 
going to receive a fiarrifon ot aaaen, not of the 
hamlets, as ufuafly, but confiding of otbe^ 
peifons, under the command of a captain, a 
^ great confident of the earl of Strafford’s} 
was done to make way for the carl’a 
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Upon this petition, the houfe fent fix peers 
to go and e^canune Sir William Ba{four> lieu- 
tenant of the Tower, about the truth of ij^e 
matter. Balfour anfwered, it was true he had 
his majefty’s order to receive one hundred men 
into the Tower, and captajin Billingfly to com- 
mand them, and to receiv<v only fuch men as 
the captain (hould bring to him ; but under- 
ftanding now their lordfliip’s pieafurc, he would 
receive no other guard into the Tower but the 
hamlet-men. 

The lords further declared, at a conference 
with the commons, that they were drawing to 
a concluiion of the bill of attainder ; but were 
fo encompafled with multitudes of people, 
that they might be conceived not to be free ; 
and therefore defiled the commons to join 
with them, to find ont fume way to fend the 
people to theJr homes* Thejn they debated 
the proteftation which had befere been drawn 
up in order to be figned by ah the members | 
the purport of which was, that each member 
ihouSd do all that lay in his power to defend 
theMigion of^e church of £ngland,,,and the 
p^vll^s of |8irliamentj and fcoiild do all 
to bring td condign piiniflimeot 
all^ force or Confpiracy, flw^uld do any 

tWn^agaiftft either. - ^ ’ 

1 ms protellation being paified, and taken 
by four hundred and thirty-three coihmoivers, 
and one hundred and lords, including the 
bifhops and judges, the commons ordered* Dr. 
^ Burgefs 



THOMAS WENTWORTH. 139 . 
Burgefs to acquaint the multitude with the pro* 
tedation taken by both houles, and that they 
wjjjre defired to retire to their hdufes. The 
multitude, having received this information, 
departed. 

The parliament .of Ireland was no fboncr 
infSrmed that the mrl of Strafford was in the 
Tower, but they knt a committee of both 
houfes to England, to lay before the parlia- 
ment rcmondrar^ces concerning the grievances 
the Irilh endured under that lord’s adminiftra- 
tion. Thefe remonftrances contained the very 
Tame charge, afferted in twenty -eight articles, 
exhibited againll him by the paxliament of 
England. 

The procefs was not ready to be judged till 
the twenty-fecond of March, 1640-1, and 
lailed till the twelfth of ApriL It would be 
too long-winded a work to give a particular 
account of the proofs, depofitions of evi** 
dences, anfvers*of the par^ accuied upon each 
article, and replies of the commons. To give 
a general idea of the thing, it will fuffice to 
fay, in, two’ words, that the impeachment 
running wholly upon the carl of Strafford’s 
pretended iihention to^fobvert the fundamental 
laws of the kingdom, the greateft part of the 
crimes he was accufed of, could not be ac- 
counted crimes of high-treafbn, but on fuppo- 
6 cion of this fame intention ; and therefore 
thef managers of the profecution infifted upon 
every one of the articles in order to prove thSs 
intention; maintaining, that, though, each of 

theta 
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them was not capable of pioving it, they 
were, however, all together, a demon liranoii 
of the fame: but, befjdes that each of thtofe 
articles was not equally well proved, it re- 
mained alfo to decide, whether the intention 
could lender a man guilty of treafon. The 
council for the earl of S|uflbid nricantained, 
that, although, by the law, the baie intent'on 
of killing the king was high treafen ; it did 
iioi follow that the intention could be cenfi- 
dered in the fame light v\ith rclpcdl to other 
Linds of treafjn, on which the law had not 
decided in the fame manner. On the other 
hand, the earl of Strafford fhewed, that qone 
of the particular crimes he was chaiyed with, 
IDould be deemed treafon ; and, that an hun- 
-dficsd felonies could never snake one treaibnable 
Clime, 

The nineteenth of April, it w^as voted by 
the comnions, that the endeavonr of the caii’ 
of Stra^ord to fubvert the fUnd^imenial laws 

the realms of EfigUnd and li eland, ^ and to, 
introduce an arbitral y and tyrannical govern- 
fnent in both thofe kingdoms, \^as hi|gh-irea- 
fon. Two days after, a bill of attainder wa« 
i>rouight ia againfl the earl. The bill was 
read twice In the xnorning, and the third, tim^ 
in the aftei noon ; and paifed with the majo- 
rity of two hundred and four againft fifty-nine^ 
nfier which it was fent up to the lords. 

Among the oppofers of the bill, the lord 
Digby didinguifhed himfelf by a very eloquent 
fpcech i wherein he endeavoured to (hew, that 

the 
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the condemning the earl of Straflbrd in chat 
manner was a downright murder. Great 
ex^tptions were taken at this fpeech; and# 
though the houfe did not feem to take much 
notice of-.it at firft, they ordered afterwards, 
than it Ihould be bu/hed by the common hang- 
man. ^ 

The bill of attainder had not prefently the 
efFc<!l the commons wilhed ; the lords were in; 
no hade to examine it, or to anfwer the im- 
patience of the commons ; they had a mind 
f»r(l to weigh arguments for and againft the 
bill. 

I\i this interval, feveral thouiands of inha- 
bitants of London prefented to both houfes a 
petition againft the carl, faying he was a fwori> 
enemy to the city. The twenty-eighth pf 
April, Mr. St. John made a fpeech to the lords 
to prove that thr bill of attainder was not con- 
trary to law ; ^nd, on the firft of May, the 
king came to the parliament, and made the; 
following fpeech to both houfes ; 


My ^hORDs, a 

** I HAD not any intention to have Ijiokeii 
to you of this bufinefs this day, which is the 
great bufinefs of the earl of Strafford, becaufe 
I would do nothing that might ferve to hinder 
your occafions; but now it comes to pa&, 
thlt, feeing of neceffity I muft have part in 

the 
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the judgment, I think it mod necefTary for me 
to declare ihy confcience therein. I am fure 
you all know that I have been prefent at \he 
hearing of this great cafe, from the one end 
to the other ; and I mud tell you, that I can- 
not condemn him of high^trcafon ; it is no*' fit 
for me to argue the budnefs ; I am fuie you 
will not expect that; a pofitive dodrine bed 
becomes the mouth of a prince; yet I mud tell 
you three great truths, which I am fure nobody 
Knows ib well as myfelf. 

‘‘ Fird, That I had never any intention o^ 
bringing over the Irifli army into England ; 
nor ever was advifed by any body fo to do. 
Secondly, That there was never any debate 
before me, neither in public council nor at 
private committee, of the diiloyaky of my 
Englidi fubjedls ; nor ever had J any fufpicion 
of them. Thirdly^ I was never councelled by 
any one to alter the lead of any of the laws of 
England, much lefs to alter all the laws. 
Nay, I mud tell you this, I think no body 
durd ever be fo impudent to move me in it ; 
for, if they had, 1 (hould have put fucH'a mark 
upon them, and made them fuchojan example, 
that all poderity fliould know my intentions 
by it; w^tny intention was ever to g<|jS5rn 
accq ^l^ to law, and no otherwife. 

r^bHfire to be rightly underdood, T told 
you, in my confcience I cannot condemn him 
of high-treafon ; yet I cannot fay [ can clear 
him of mifdemcanours : therefore I hope you 
‘ may 
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may find a way to fatisfy juSice and your own 
fears, and not prefs upon my confcience. Yet 
1 liufl declare unto you, that, to fatisfy my 
people, I would do great matters ; but thia 
of confeignee, no fear, no refpedl whatever, 
flialj ever make me|^o againA it. Certainly 1 
have not fo ill defeived of the parliament at 
this time, that they (hould prefs me in this 
tender point, and therefore I cannot expe^ 
that you will go about it. Nay, I muft con- 
fefs, for matteis of mifdemeanours, I am fo 
rjear in that, that, though 1 will not chalk 
out the way, yet, let me tell you, that I do 
thii^ my loid of Strafford is not fit hereafter 
to ferve me, or the commonwealth, in any 
place of trail ; no, not fo much as that of a 
conilable : therefore I leave it to you, my 
lords, to find fame fuch way as may bring me 
put of this gie;^ ilreight, and, keep ourfelvcs 
and the kingdom fi om fuch great inconveni- 
ences, Ccitainiy he that thinks him guilty of 
higb-treafon, in his confcience may condemn 
him of mifd^meanours.” 

» 

The carl gf Clarendon infinuates, that the 
lord Say advifed the king to make this fpeech, 
in^c^derto draw him into a fnare, and render 
the carl of Straflrord’s ruin more fure. Cer- 
tain it is, when Strafford was told, by his 
overjoyed friends, that the king had made a 
warm Ipeech in his favour to both houfes, he 
reiccivcd it as bis doom ; and told them, The 
king’s kindnefs had ruined him, and that he 

had 
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bad little clfe to do but to prepare himfelffor 
death. Indeed, the cotnmons were highly 
offended with the k4ng^’s fpeech, faying,^It 
was an unprecedented thing, that he ihould 
meddle with bills before they w'ere prelented 
to him ; and, that it hadt a tendency to take 
aw'ay the freedom of vote^. Upon this they 
adjourned till Monday, the third of May. 

When the bill of attainder againft the carl 
pafled both houfes, the king was in the 
greateft agitation and perplexity. He loved 
6ti afford, and was convinced that he had donr 
nothing but what was conformable to his in- 
tentions and the maxims he would have inoro- 
duced into the government. He might be 
agjlty, with regard to the people, upon many 
ijl^ounts ; but certainly he was not fo with 
to the king, who had always approved 
of his condufi: : befides, his wajefty had pro- 
teffed, in full parliament^ that he could not, 
nor would, do any thing againft his confei- 
cnce ; and he did not believe in his confci- 
ence that the earl was guilty. Qn the other 
hand, if he coniented to the bill of aUainder» 
after having declared t^at it wa^ againft his 
confcience, he would fhew that he was re* 
duced to this extremity by the neceffity of- his 
affairs, fo v/ould not be thanked for it, atld, 
for the time; to come, would be able to refufe 
his parliament nothing : but, if he rgeded 
the bill, he plainly perceived the confe^ncee 
his vefufal might be attended with ; and, that, 
at le^, he (bould be accufed of denying his 

people 
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,people juftice, contrary to the advice of both 
hoyfes of parliament. 

It feems probable that, in this extremity, 
fomeone advifed the king to diflblve thepailia- 
ment ; at lead the commons imagined he had 
no "Other expedient^ left to extricate himfelf 
from the didiculty he was involved in ; and 
therefore, to deprive him of this refuge, the 
fame day, the fourth of May, they ordered 
the bringing in of a bill for the continuance 
of the prefent parliament, that it might not 
’^e diflblved without the confent of both 
houfes. 

Then the king called his privy-council to- 
gether, and fent for his lawyers. He laid be- 
fore them his fci uples, and the reafons which 
ought to prevent him fiom giving his confent 
to the bill: but Juxon, bifliop of London, 
was the only pePlbn that ventured to advife the 
king to rejcdl bill prefen ted to him by both 
houfes. All the reft did their utmoft to per- 
fuade him to (atisfy his people, allcdging that 
the life of any perfon ought not to be put in 
the ballance with the fafetv of the kingdom. 
With r6garA to his fcrupies, they told him, 
that he might confult his bilhops, who woufd 
give him the beft advice. 

The king, not meeting with the fatisfadion 
he expefled from his council, fent for fome 
biftiops to advife with. It is afErmed, that 
Neile, archbiihop of York, faid to him upon 
this occafion, that there was a private and a 
public confcicnce; that his public conlcience, 
VoL. V. H as 
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afi a king, might not only difpenie with, but 
oblige, him' to do that which was againft l^is 
private confcience as a man ; and fo, in plain 
terms, advifed him, even for confcience fake» 
to paft the adl. ’ 

What helped the moll, however, to deter- 
mine Charles, was a letter from Strafford him- 
felf, who, hearing the Ha aits the king was in, 
humbly befought him pt-fs the bill, to re- 
move him Oflt of the towards a blelTed 

agreement, which he doi»bt^d ^ot Cod would 
for ever eitablilh bf w ^en I lin his fub* 
jefts : adding, that his c.!J more 

acquit his majelly to Gol Iji. u '’li .ue v"il*Id 
could do beiides To a w» • \n there is 
no injury. At leall, the longer able 

to withftand the pref ng tr.^ance^ of he par- 
liament, and his own counferor'- rather, 
the fear of the calamities he ‘'foiefaw might 
befal him and his pofteriiy- if ' e l efufcd to 
conlent to the bill, iigm^d a cc to 

three lords to pafs it in hu name. ^ 

But, notwithilanding the can ti '^tralFordV 
letter, when the king lent fccietary Carleton 
to him, to acquaint lunr with wh/t was done, 
and the motives of it, the earl ferioufly alked 
the fecretary, whether Kis m^efty had palled 
the bill Of not ; as not believing, without 
ibme ailoniihment, that the king would have 
done it : and, being again aifured that it was 
palled, he|roie from his chair, lifted up his eyes 
to heaven, laid his hand on his heart, and 
j&id, ** Put not your truP^ in princes, nor in any 

0f 
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of the Tons of men* for there is no help in 
th|in.” 

On WedncHay, the twelfth of May, 1641, 
being come to the place of execution, he 
mounted the fcaffold, made his obeifances, 
and began to ta^e his laH farewel of his 
friends, who appeared much more concerned 
than hiiniclf Obferving bis brother. Sir 
George Wentv \ 'eep exceifively, “Bro- 

thos’' Olid he. chearful brifknefs, 

Whari- ‘ V me *^0 deferve thefc tears ? 

J)oth nnr , ^ ^ .ui ♦cir bocray *n tiiC a guilt* 
oj my ’ t tr r atheifm ? Think 

new th<r V ccompanyinr me the third 

time to 1^^ *v n :^-re*bed : never did I throw 
off my ‘ A'.’’', p cater freedom and con» 
ten,, tbai n \ai e respiration to my grave. 
That ” pointing tc the block, mull 
e mv pj'jiow ;»he^e fhall I ’•eft from all my 
dbop’' ifecaglit^ of envy, no dreams of 
tiea'c o* rar^\> for the king, 

theluut, ..A'h f, lhall j^iicrrupt this eafy 
^eep, ^beret'll*" b other, vvitn me, pity thofe 
who, Setite \\i.v intention, have made me 
; rcji^ict *1 my happinefs, rejoice in my 
innocence.” 

Then kneeling down, he made this pro. 
teftation : “ I h(me, gentlemen, you do think, 
that neither the fear of lofs, nor love of repu. 
ration, will/uffer me to belye God and my own 
confdcnce at this time. I am now in the very 
door, |oing out, and my next ftep muft be 
from um to eternity either of peace or pain. 

Hi T9 
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To clear myielf before you all, I do here ft?- 
lemnly call God to witnefs, I am not guihv, 
<{o fwTr as I can underfl^nd, of the great crime 
laid to my charge ; nor have ever had the 
lea ft inclination or intention to damnify or 
picjudicc the king, the 15-ate, the laws,'»or 
the religion, of this kingdom ; but, with my 
bcft endeavours, to ferve all, and to fupportallj 
ib may God be merciful to my foul.” 

Then rifing up, he faid he defired to fpeak 
fomething to the people, but was afraid he 
fhould be heard but by lew, in regard of the 
noife; but having hrft fitted himfclf to the 
block, and rifing again, he thus addi elfed hiln- 
felf to the fpedatois. 

‘‘ My lord-pnmate of Ireland, and my 
lords, and the reft of thefe noble gentlemen : 
it is a great comfort to me to have your lord- 
ihips by me this day, becaufc I have been 
known to you a long time; and 1 now defire to 
be heard a few words. I come here by the good 
will and pleafure of almighty God, to pay ihat 
laft debt 1 owe to fin, which is death ; and, by 
the blefling of that God, to rife again, thro’ 
the merits of Jefus Chrift, to righroufnefs and 
life eternal,” Here he was a little inter- 
rupted. 

<< My lords, I am come hither to fubmit to 
that judgment which hath pafled againilme, i 
do it with a very quiet and contented mind ; 
1 thank God I do freely forgive all the worlds 
a forgivenefs that is not fpoken from the teeth 
laiitward^ as they fay, but from the very heart: 

1 fpeak 
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T fpeak it in the prefence of almighty Goc 
before whom I (land, that there is not a dif- 
jlbafing thought ariiing in me towards any 
man living. 1 thank God 1 can fay it, and 
truly too, my confcience bearing me wicnefs, 
that, in all my employments, fmce I had the 
hRiiour to ferve Its inajelly, I never had any 
thing in the purpofe of my heait, but what 
tended to the joint and individual profperity of 
king and people, although it hath been my ill 
fortune to be mifconllrued. 

“lam not the fit 11 that hath fufFered in 
* this kind ; it is the common portion of us all, 
while we are in this life, to err j righteous 
judgment we muft wait for in another place, 
for here we are very fubjed to be misjudged 
one of another. There is one thing that F 
defire to free rnyfelf of, and I am very confi- 
dent,” fpeaking it now with ipucb chearful- 
nefs, “ that l*(hall obtain your xhriftian chk- 
rity in the belief of it, I was fo far from be- 
injg againfi parliaments, that 1 did always think 
the parliaments of England were the tnoll 
happy^confiStutions that any kingdom or na-- 
tion lived under, and the bell means, under 
'God, to ziake the king and people happy. 

‘‘For my death, I here acquit all the 
world, and bcfecch the God of heaven heartily 
to forgive them that contrived it, though, in 
the intentions and purpofes of my heart, I am 
not guilty of what I die for : and, my lord- 
pfimate, it is a great comfort for me, that his 
H 3 
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majelly conceives me not meriting fo fevere 
»nd heavy a punifhment as is the utmoft exe- 
cution of this ientence. I do infinitely fe- 
joice in this mercy of his, and I befeech God 
(o return it into his own bofom, that he may 
iind mercy when he Aands moft in need of 
k. ‘ ; 

“ I wiih this kingdom all the profperity 
and happinefs in the world ; I did it living, 
and now dying it is my wifh. I do mod 
humbly recommend this to every one who 
hears me, and dehre they would lay their 
hands upon their hearts, and con fid er feri- 
oufly, whether the beginning of the happi- 
aefs and reformation of a kingdom Ihould 
be written in letters of blood. Confider this 
when you are at your homes, and let me bt 
never fo unhappy, as that the leail drop of my 
blood ihould rife up in judgment againft any 
•ne of you ^ but I fear you are in a wrong 
way. ^ 

My lords, I have but one word more, 
and with that 1 ihall end. I profefs that I 
die a true and obedient fon to tffe chrrch of 
England, wherein I was born, and in which 
I was bred. Peace and profperXy be ever 
to it. 

It hath been objefled (if it were an ob- 
jection worth the anlwerine) that 1 have been 
inclined to popery ; but I fay truly from my 
heart, that, from the time that I was one and 
twenty years of age, to this prefent, going 

now 
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now upon forty-nine, 1 never had in my heart 
to doubt of this religion of the church of 
England ; nor ever had any man the boldnefs 
to fuggeft any fuch thing to me to the bell of 
my remembrance : and fo, being reconciled 
by the merits of Jefus Chrifl my Saviour, into 
vHhofe bofom V ho^e I fhall Ihortly be gathered,^ 
to thofe eternal happinefles which fhall never 
have end- I dcflrc heartily the forgivenefs of 
every man for any rafh or unadvifed words, or 
any thing, done ami& : and fb, my lords and 
gentlemen, fareweF ; farewel all things of tbia 
* world - 

“ I defIre that you would be fDent, and 
j<Jln with me in prayer ; and, I trufl in God, 
we fhall all meet and live eternally in Heaven ; 
there to receive the accompli fh men t of all 
happinefs ; where every tear fliall be wiped 
away from our eyes, and every fad thought 
from oar hea4<cs : and fo God blefs this king- 
dom, and Jefius have mercy on my foul.^* 

Then turning himfelf about, he faluted all 
the noblemen, and took a fokmn leave of all 
confiderable perfons upon the fcafFold, giving 
themliis hand. After that, he faid, gentle- 
ment, i ;yould fay* my prayers, and entreat 
you all to pray with me, and for me ; 
then his chaplain laid the book of common- 
prayer upon the chair before him as he kneel- 
ed down, on which he prayed almofl a quarter 
of an hour, and then as long, or longer, with- 
out the book, and concluded with the Lord’s 
prayer* 

H 4 Standing 
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Standing up, he efpied his brother, Sir 
George Wentworth, and called to him, fay- 
ing, “ brother, we mull pait; remember me^Jto 
my filler, and to my wile, and carry my blef- 
fng to my fon, and charge him that he fear 
God, and coiu/nue an obedient foa to the 
chinch of England, and wain him that he 
bear no private grudge, or revenge, toward 
any man concerning me ; and bid him be- 
ware that he meddle not with church-living#, 
for that will prove a moth and a canker to 
him in his edatc ; and wilh him to content 
hinifdf to be a fervant to his country, not 
aiming at higher preferments. Carry my blef- 
fing alfo to niy daughters, Anne and Arabeda, 
charge them to ferve and fear God, and he 
Will blefs them ; not forgetting my little in- 
lant, who yet Itnows neither good nor eviJ> 
and cannot fpeak for itfelf God fpeak for it 
and blefs it. Now,” faid he, “ 1 1 ave nigh done ; 
or ^ ftioke will make my wite h-ifbandlefs, my 
dear children fatherlefs, and my poor fervants 
mallei icfs, and will feparate me from my dear 
biah".’r, and all my fiiends; but let God be 
to veil and them all in ail,” 

After this going to takf off his doublet, and 
to li ake himClf ready, he faid, “ I thank 
God I am not afiaid of death, nor daunted 
Wicn any difeouragement rifing from any 
it' . 0 , but do as chearfully put oiFmy doublet 
at this time, as ever I did when I went to bed ; 
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then he put ofF his doublet, wound up his 
hair with his hands, and put on a white cap. 
.#Then he called. Where is the man that is to 
do this lad office ? (meaning the executioner) 
call him to me; when he came and afked him 
forgiveAefs, he told him, he forgave him and 
aM the world. Then kneeling down by the 
block, ho went to prayer again himfelf, the 
primate of Ireland kneeling on the one lide, 
and the minifter on the other : to the which 
minider, after prayer, he turned himfelf, and 
fpake fome few words foftly, having his hands 
•lifted up, and clofed with the minilter’s hands. 
Then bowing himfelf to lay his head upon 
tlift block, he told tlie executioner, That he 
would firft lay down his head to try the fit- 
nefs of the block, and take it up agaid, before 
he would lay it down for good and all ; 
and fo he did : and before he laid it down 
again, he told^he executioner, That he would 
give him warning when to ftrike, by ftretching 
forth his hands; and prefently laying down 
hiS neck upon the block, and ftretching forth 
his hands ; the executioner ftruck off his head at 
one blow; and taking it up in his hand, (hewed 
it to all th« people, "and faid, ** God favethe 
King.'’ 

His body was afterwards embalmed, and 
appointed to be carried into Yorkfhire, there 
to be buried amongil his anceftors. 

Lord Clarendon, fpcaking of the carl of 
Strafford, gives hinrthe following charaAen 

H 5 He 
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He was, fays he, a man of too high and’ 
fevere a deportment, and too great a con- 
temner of ceremony to have many friends v-t 
court, and therefore could not but have ene*- 
mies enough. He was a perfon of great parts, 
and extraordinary endowments of nature, not 
unadorned with fome addition of art afid 
learning, tl>ough that again was more impro- 
ved and illuftrated by the other ; for. he had a 
readinefs of conception, and fliarpnefs of ex* 
preffion, which made his learning thought more 
than, in truth, it was. His firft inclinations and 
addrefles to the court were only to eftablilh his 
greatnefs in the country, where he apprehend- 
ed fome afta of power from the lord Savil'it# 
who had been his rival always there, and of 
late had flrengthcned himfelf by being made 
a privy- counfelTor and officer at court : but his 
firft attempts were fo profj^rous, tliat he con- 
tented not himfelf with being fccure from that 
lord’s power in the country, T)ut* refted not till 
he had bereaved his adverfary of all power 
apd place in court, and fo fent him dowft a 
moft abject, difconfolatc old man,^to his coun« 
try, where he was to have the fuperintendency 
over him too, by getting himfelf, at this 
time, made lord-prcfidcnt of the North.: 
Theie fucceffes, applied to a nature too elate 
apd haughty of itfelf, and a quicker progrefs 
into the greateft employments and truft than 
pfuaL him more tranfported with dif- 
of other men, and more contemning thr 
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fbrms of bufinefs, than haply he would, if 
had met with fome interruptions in the be> 
finning, and had paiTed in a more leifurely 
gradation to the office of a flatefman. He was 
a perfon of great obiervation, and a piercing 
judgment, both in things and pcffons; but 
his too good (kill in perfons, made him judge 
the worfe of things, for it was his misfortune 
to be in a time when very few wife men were 
equally employed with him ; and icarce any 
but the lord Coventry (whofe trull was mo3*e 
confined) whofe faculties and abilities were 
• equal to his . fo that upon the matter he re- 
lied wholly upon himfelf ; and difeerning ma- 
r^y defefts in mod men, he too much negleded 
what they faid or did. Of all his paflions his 
pride was the mod predominant, which a mo*- 
derate exercife of ill fortune might have cor- 
lededand reformed; and which was, by the 
hand of heave^i, ftrangely pnniflied, by-hiing- 
ing his deftrq^lion upon him by two things, 
which he moll defpiftd, the People, and Sjr 
FFarry Vane. In a word, the epitaph which 
Plutarch refolds, that Sylla wrote for himfeljf, 
may dot be unfitly applied to him; “ That 
no man ever did exceed iiim, either in doing 
good to his friends, or in doing mifehief to 
his enemies,” for his aSs of both kinds Wi"re 
mod notorious. 
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*i<>e5oeJf9cjM^cj(sejo^ 

An ACCOUNT of 

The Philofophical Works of 
LORD BACON. 

I. ^T^HE FirflPartof EiTays, or Counfolj, 
X Civil and Moral : an admirable work ; 
5n which our author inftrufts men in the moft 
tdeful principles of wifdom and prudence, 
and teaches how to acquire whafc e/leemed 
the greateft ble^ngs, and how to avoid the 
evils which are mod dreaded in the condufl of 
human life. His penetration^ exadlnefs, and 
perfc£l Ikill in all the offices of civil life, ap- 
peared to great advantage in this^performance; 
whith, as our author himfelf was fenfible, 

proved 
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proved of great fervicc to his chara£ler, aiftt 
promoted the high elleeni that was ahead/ 
conceived of his parts and learnwig. 

^fhe reafon why Mr. Bacon publiflied thcfc 
eflays at this time, is affigned in his dedication 
of iheqj to his brother Mr. Anthony Bacon ; 
which was, that many of them had ftolcn 
afiroad in writing, and were very likely to 
come into the world, in print, with more im- 
perfedions than the author thought it juft to 
take upon himfelf. 

About fixteen years afterwards, he had 
thoughts of publiftiing a new edition of them, 
which he intended to dedicate to prince Henry; 
aijd in his dedication he inleited a very clear 
and candid account of the book^ 

‘‘ To write juft treatifes,” fays he, ** re- 
quires leifuie in the wt^iter, and leifure in the 
reader ; and therefore are not fo fit either in 
your highnefsjs princely affairs, or in regard 
of my continual fervice ; which is the caufe 
that hath maJe me chufe to write certain brief 
ngtes, fet down rather fignilicantly than curi- 
oully, whicjji I have called EfTays. The word 
is late# but the thing is antient ; for Seneca’s 
epiftles to Lucilius, you mark them well* 
are but efllys ; that is, difperfed meditations, 
though conveyed in the form of epiftles- 
Thefe labours of mine, I know, cannot be 
worthy of your highnefs ; for what can be 
worthy of you ! But my hope is, they may be 
as grains of fait, that will rather give you an 
appetite than offend you with fcticty : and* 

although 
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although they handle thofe things, wherein 
both mens lives and their perfons are moil 
converfant, J^ct what I have attained I kn^w 
not ; but I have endeavoured to make them 
not vulgar, but of a nature whereof a man 
fhall hud much in experience and little in 
hooks; fo as they are neither repetitions ror 
fancies.” 

Sir Francis Bacon defigned to have prefixed 
this epillle to his effays, printed in the year 
1612 but was prevented by the prince's 
death. Yet it was fo well liked by Mr. Mat- 
thew, that he inferred it in his declaration to 
the duke of T ufeany, before his tranflation of 
thofe eiTays printed in 1618. This fecond editi- 
on, when publilhed, the author addrelTed to SiV 
John Conftable, his brother-in-law. He after- 
wards fent them abroad, revifed and enlarged 
in Latin and Engliflr, dedicating them in both 
languages to the duke of Bu'^kingham ; in 
which dedication he tells his grace, that he 
thought It agreeable to his affeftion and obli- 
gations to prefix his name before them, be- 
caufe he conceived they might aa long as 
books lad. 

' There are oth>:r place: in our another’s writ* 
in which thefe efiays are mentioned, 
Smd in which' he expreifes a particular fenfe ojf 
their uiefulnefs to mankind ; and redounding 
as much or more to his honour chan thofe large 
and extenilve wot ks which had cod him much, 
greater pains and labour ; in which he cei^ 
taloly was uoMnidaken, 
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IF. The two books of Francis Bacon, Of 
the Proficience and Advancement of Learn^ 
in^, Divine and Human ; to the' kin^. We 
have a large and excellent account of this work 
given us by the learned Dr. Tenifon, who, 
fpeakin;^ of the great inftauration of the fei- 
enCes, which our author divided into fix parts, 
proceeds thus, “ The firil part propofed wa^, 
the partition of the fciences ; and this the 
author perfeded in that golden treatife, Of the 
Advancement of Learning, addrefTed to king 
James ; a labour whichihe termed a comfort 
•to his other labours. This he firft wrote in 
two books in the Englifh tongue; in which hfs 
p€^ excelled : and of this firft edition, that is 
to be meant which, with feme truth, and 
more modefty, he wrote to the earl of Salif- 
bury, telling him, That, in his book, he was 
contented to awake better fpirits, being him- 
felf like a belUringer, who is iirii up to call 
others to church. 


“ Afterwards he enlarged thofe two dif- 
cohrfes, which contained cfpecially the afore- 
faid partition, and divided the matter of it into 
eight books ; and, knowing that this work 
was defire^ beyond* the Teas ; and being alfo 
aware, that books written in a modern lan- 
guage, which receiveth much change, in • a 
lew years were out of ufe ; he caufed that 
part of it which he had written in En^ifh, to 
be tranflated into the Latin tongue by 
Herbert, and fome others, who were efleemd 
siafiets ia the Roman eloquence. Notwkh* 
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landing which, he fo fuited the (lile to hij* 
conceptions, by a llri£t caftigation of the whole 
work, that it may defervedJy feem his ownv^ 

The tranflation of this work, that is, of 
much of the two books written by him in 
Englifh, he fiift commended to Dr. Playfer, a 
profefTor of divinity in the univerfity of Czam- 
bridge ; ufing, among others, thefe woids to 
him ; 

‘ The privatenefs of the language confi- 
dcred, wherein the book is written, excluding 
fo many readers ; as, on the other hde, the 
obfcurity of the argument in many parts of it, 
cxcludeth many others j 1 mull account it a 
fecond birth of that work, if it mightJ be 
tranflated into Latin, without manifelt lofs of 
the fenfe and matter : for this purpofe, I 
could not reprefent to myfelf any man, into 
whofc hands I do more earnellly defire the 
work fliould fall than yourfelf^ for by that I 
have heard and read, I know no man a greater 
mailer in commanding words to ferve mat- 
ter/ 

“ The doftor was willing to fjrve fo excel- 
lent a perfon, and fo worthy a defign ; and, 
within a while, fent him « fpecimen of a Latin 
tranflation. £ut men generally come fliort of 
themlelves when they llrive to outdo them- 
felves; they put a force upon their natural 
genius, and, by a ilraining of it, crack and 
difable it : and fo it feems it happened to 
that worthy and elegant man upon this great 
occallon^ he would be over accurate; and 

ho 
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be feiit a fpecimen of fuch fuper^ne Latinity, , 
that the lord Bacon did not encourage him to 
laliDur further in that work ; in the penning 
of which, he defifred not fo much neat and 
polite, as clear, mafculine, and apt expieC- 
fioa. • 

The whole of this book was rendered in- 
to Englilh by Dr. Gilbert Wats of Oxford, 
and the tranflation has been well received by 
many , but fomc there were who vviOied, 
a tranflation had been fee forth, in whieh the 
genius and fpiric of the lord Bacon had more 
appeared ; and I have feen a letter, written 
by a certain gentleman to Dr. Rawley, 
wl«rein they thus importune him for a more 
accurate verfion by his own hand : 

* It is our humble fait to you, and we iio 
earneftly follicit you, to give yourfclf the tro\v 
ble to corred the too much defedive tranfla- 
tion of De Aagmentis Scientiarium j which 
Dr. Wats iiath«fec forth. It is a thoufiind pi- 
ties fo worthy a piece fhould lofe its grace 
and credit by an ill expofitor ; fince thofc per- 
fons who rea^ that tranflation, taking it for 
genuin#, and upon that prefumption not re- 
garding the^Laun edixlon, are thereby robbed 
of the benefit ; which, if you would pleafe to 
undertake the bufinefs, they would receive.' 
This tendeth to the difhonour of that noble 
lord, and the hindrance of the advancement of 
learning. 

“ I’his work hath been alfo tranflated into 
French^ upon the motion of the marquis Fiat ; 

but 
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but in it there are many things wholly omit- 
ted, many things perfedtly miftaken, and Tome 
thing?, elpecially fuch as relate to relig^n, 
wilfully perverted ; infomuch that, in one 
place, he makes his lordlhip to magnify the Le- 
gend ; a book fare of little credit with him, 
when he thus begins one of his e/Iays : ‘ I liad 
rather believe all the fables in the Legend and 
the Talmud, and the Alcoran, than, that this 
nniverfal frame is without a mind.’ 

“ The fairell and moll correft edition of 
this book in Latin, is that in folio, printed at 
London, anno 1623; and whofoever would 
anderlland the lord Bacon’s cypher, let him 
confuh that accurate edition ; for, in feme 
other editions which I have perufed, the form 
of the letters of the alphabet, in which much 
of the myllery confifteth, is not obferved ; but 
'H'^Roman and Italic lhapes of them are 
confounded. ^ 

«• To this book we may reduce the firft four 
diapters of that imperfe^ treatife, pablilhed 
in Latin by Ifaac Gruter, and called. The 
Defeription of the Intelle6laal^Glo^c : they 
being but a rude draught of the partition of 
the pdmtesr fo accurately and methodically 
difp^d in the book Of the Advancement of 
Learning. To this allb we may reduce the 
treatife called Thema Coeli, pablimed likewife 
in Latin by Gruter ; and it particularly be* 
longeth to the fourth chapter and the third 
home of it, us being a difeonrfe tending to an 
improvement of the fyftem of the heavens ; 

whiclx 
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which treated of in that place) the hoafes 
of '^hich, had God granted him life, he would 
haVe underftood as well almoft as he did his 
own. 

“ For , the fame realbn, we may reduce to the 
hme place Of the Advancement, the fifth, 
fixth, and feventh chapter of the Defcriptlo 
Globi Intelle^ualis, above mentioned/^ 

III. Cogitata & Vifa ; containing the 
grround-work, or plan, of his famous Novum 
Organum ; fo efTential: a part of his rnfiaura* 
tion that it fometimes bears that title* He was 
tenfible of the diificultif s that would attend 
his great defign of building up the whole 
palace of wifdom anew ; and, that he might 
be the better able to overcome thofe difficul- 
ties, he was defirous of feeing what they were, 
before he undertook his large work 5 of whidi 
this piece was no more than the out-lines. 

We may forfn a true notion of what he 
ibught, by coXfidering the letter which he 
wrqte to the learned biihop Andrews, when he 
fent him the ^ifcourfe of which we are fpeak- 
ing. ^ 

** Now your lordfhip hath been fo long in 
the church And the pamce, difputing between 
kings and popes, methinks you fhould take 
pleafure to look into the field, and refrefli 
your mind with fome matter of pbilofophy, 
though* the fcience be now, through age, 
waxed a child again, and left to boys and 
young men ; and becaufe you were wont to 
make me believe you took a liking to my 

writings*. 



,i€4 appendix. 

Writings, I fend you fome of this vacation^ 
fruits, and thus much more of my mind and 
purpofe. 1 haften not to publifti ; perilning 
I would prevent ; and I am forced to refpedt 
^ well my times as the matter ; for with me 
it is thus, and I think with all men in my 
cafe. If I bind myfelf to an argument, it 
loadeth my mind ; but, if I rid my mind of 
the prefent cogitation, it is rather a reci ca- 
tion. This hath put me into thefe Mifcclla- 
nies, which I purpofe to fupprefs, y( God 
give me leave to write a juft and perfedl vo- 
lume of Philofophy, which I go on with, 
though ilowly. I fend not your lordfhip too 
much, left it may glut you. 

“ Now let me tell you what my defire is. 
If your loidftiip be fo good now, as when you 
were the good dean of Weftminfter, my re- 
tjucft to you is, that, not by pricks, but by 
notes, you will make known unco me whatfoever 
ftall ieem unto you either not current in the 
ftile, or harlh to credit and opinion, or incon- 
venient for the perfon of the writer j for no 
man can be judge and party : iTnd, vy^^n our 
minds judge by reflection of ourfelves, they 
are more fubjeft to error : and,M* though, for 
the matter rtfelf, my judgment be in fome 
things fixed, and not acceffiblc by any man's 
Judgment that goeth not my way ; yet, even 
in thofe things, the admonition of a friend 
may make me exprefs myfelf diverfly." 

_ He hkewife recommended, with the fame 
view, the perufal of the Cogitata fir Vifa to 

Sin 
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Sir Thomas Bodley, who wrote him a very 
fulMnfwer ; which, together with the piece 
itfelf, is printed amongft the Latin works of 
our author. 

There *s alib, in the laft colledlion of Mr. 
Stephens, a fniail difeourfe in Englilh, under 
the Latin title of Filum Labyrinth! ; five For- 
mula Inquihtioni*?, ad Filios. Pars Pi ima. 
This we plainly fee was the original of the 
Cogitaia Sc Vila, and the firft draught of our 
author’s firft plan. Ot this very Ihort treatife, 
flie thiee firft paragraphs, which may ferve as 
a fpecimen of the whole, run thus. 

Francis Bacon thought in this manner, 
the knowledge whereof the world isnowpof- 
fefled, efpecially that of nature, extendeth not 
to magniiude and certainty of works, the 
phyficjan pronounces many difeafes incurable, 
and faileth olt id the reft : the alchymifts wax 
old and die in ITopes : the magicians perform 
nothing that is rermanent and profitable : 
the fnechanics take fmall lights from natural 
philofophy, and do but fpin out their own 
little threads : Chance fometimes difcovtJreth 
inventions, but that worketh not in years but 
ages ; fo he faw well that the inventions known 
are very imperfe^ ; and that new are not like 
to be brought to light but in great length 
of time ; and that thofe are come not to light 
hy philofophy. 

** He thought alfo this ftate of knowledge 
«wa$ the wCtic, becaufe men ftrive, againft 

them- 
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themfelves, to fave the credit of ignorance, ani 
fo fatisfy themfelvcs in this poverty: fol’the 
pbyiician, heiides the cauteles of practice, hath 
this general cautele of art ; that he diicharges 
the weaknefs of his art upon fuppofed im- 
poffibilities ; neither can his art be condv'ni* 
ned when itfelf judgeth. That philofophy alfo, 
cut of which the knowledge of phyfic which 
now is in ufe is hewed, receiveth certain 
portions and opinions, which, if they be well 
weighed, induce this perfuafion, that no great 
works are to be expeded from art and thj 
hand of man ; as, in particular, that opinion 
that the heat of the fun and fire diffe; in 
kind ; and that other, in compofition is the 
work of man, and mixture is the work o{ na-* 
ture ; and the like ; all tending to the circum* 
fcription of man’s power, and to artificial de- 
^air ; killing in men not only the comfoit of 
imagination, but the indufir; of tiial; only 
upon vain glory, to have their art tho\|ght 
perfed, and that all is impofiible that is not 
already found. Thealchymift difcharges his 
art upon his own errors ; either fuppofing a 
mifunderftanding of the words of|his authors, 
which maketh him liflen after auricular tradl'* 
tiona, or elfc a failing in the true proportions 
and fcruples of pradice, which maketh him 
renew infinitely his trials; and finding alfo 
that he lighteth upon fome mean expeii- 
meats and conclafions by the way, feedeth 
Upon thern^ and magnifi^ them tg the mofty 
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M d fupplieth the reft in hopes. ^ The ina« 
giclin, when he findeth ibmething, as he 
conceiveth, above nature efteded, thinketh, 
when a breach is once made in nature, that 
it is air one to perform great things and 
final] ; not feeing that they are but fubjeds of a 
certain kind, wherein magic and fuperftition 
hath played in all times. The mechanical 
perfon, if he can refine an invention, or put 
two or three oblervations; or pradices, toge- 
ther in one, or couple things better with their 
ftfe, or make the work in lefs or greater vo- 
kime, taketh himfelf for an inventor. So he 
faw^ell, that men either perfuade themfelves 
of new inventions as of impoffibilities; or elfe 
think they are already extant but in fecret and 
in few hands > or, that they account of thofe 
httle induftries and additions, as of snveAtions ; 
all which turneth to the averting of their 
minds from any^juft and conftant lalmur, to in** 
vent further in any quantity. 

He thought, alfo, that, when men did 
£et before thSmfelves the variety and perfec- 
tion of Vrorks produced by mechanical arts, 
they are apt^atW to hdmire the provifions of 
man, than to apprehend his wants ; not con- 
fidering that the original inventions and oon* 
clufions of nature, which are the life of all 
that variety, are not many, nor deeply 
fetched ; and that the reft is but the fubtle 
and ruled motion of the inftrument and hand^ 
wd that the (hop therein is not unlike the li- 

I 
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brary, whlqh, in fuch nambcr of books, con-' 
taineth, for the greater part, nothing butVtc- 
rations, vaned iometimea in form, but not 
new in fobftance ; fo he faw plainly that 
opinion of llore was a caufe of want ; and 
that both works and doctrines appear mSny 
and are few.** 

We may from hence conceive the manner in 
which this piece was written, and how well it 
was fuited to ferve the author’s purpofe of fo 
far manifeiling his own defign, as to obtain a 
tolerable account of the ilrongeft and belP 
founded objedions which could be brought 
againft it, (o as that, in his larger work,*ne 
might either corredt his own faults, or fhew 
fuch as were inclined to criticize his perform- 
ance, theirs. 

IV. Of the Wifdom of the Antients. There 
have been^ry few books puWilhed, either in 
this or in any other nation, which either deferved 
or met with more general applaufe than ^is, 
and fcarce any that are like to retain it longer ; 
for, in all this performance, Sir^ Francis Ba- 
con gave a fin gniar proof of his cap&city to. 
pleafe all parties in literature; in his po- 
litical condudt, he flood fair with all the par- 
ties in the nation. The admirers of antiquity 
were charmed with this difeourfe, which feema 
exprefly calculated to juflify their admiration ; 
and, On the other hand, their oppofites were 
410 lefs pleafed with a piece, from which they 
thought they could demonfirate^ that the fii- 

gacity 
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gaciiy of a modern genius had found out much 
bett^ meanings for the antients 'than ever 
were meant by them. 

In his introduftion to this book, he gives a 
large and# very clear account of the reasons 
whiith induced him to believe, that, notwith- 
ftanding the feeming abfurduieb in the fabu- 
lous ly dories of the aniients, there was, how- 
ever, fomething at the bottom which deferved 
to be examined into and enquired after. 
'I'hefe obi'ervations, which are full of very, 
carious learning, he concludes thus : 

“ But the argument of moft weight with 
me this ; that many of thefe fables by no 
means appear to have been invented by tho 
perlbns who relate and divulge them ; whether 
Homer, Hchod, or others . for, if I were 
aifured they firft flowed from thofe latter times* 
and authors that^tranfmit them to us, I ihould 
never expert any thing Angularly great or no- 
ble from fucli an oiigin. But whoever atten- 
tively confiders the thing, will And that theie 
fables are delifrered down and related by thofe 
writers, enot as matters then firft invented and 
propofed, bi^t as i;hing» received and embraced 
in earlier ages ; beftdes, as they are differently 
related by writers nearly of the fime ages, 'tis 
eafijy perceived, that the relatof^ drew from 
the common flock of antient iradition, and 
varied but in point of embeiUfhiiienc ^ which 
IS their own; and this piincipally raifes my 
efteem of thefe fables ; whicn J receive not as 
the produdl of the age, or invention of the 

VoL, V. I poets; 
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, poets ; but as facred relicks, gentle whifpers, 
and the lireaih of better times, that, frc-n the 
tradmon^ of more antient i.ations, came at 
length into the flutes and trumpets of the 
Greeks. But if any one (hall, nolwithliand- 
ing this, contend that allegories are always 
adventitious, or impofed upon the antieiu fa- 
bles, and no way native, or genuinely con- 
tained in them, we might here leave him un- 
difturbed in th?tt gravity of judgment he af- 
fedls, though we can lot help accounting it 
fomewhat dull and phlcgmetic ; and, it fit 
'Were worth the trouble, topioceed to another 
kind of argument. w‘ 

Men have piopofed to anfwer two differ* 
ent and contrary ends by the ufe of parable ; 
for parables ferve as well to inftrudl and illu- 
Hrate, as to wrap up and envelope ; fo that, 
though, for the prefent, drop the con- 
cealed ufe, and fuppofe the jintient fables to 
be vague, undctcrminate things, formed for 
amufement, Aill the other ufe mud remain and 
can never be given up : and^^ every man of 
.any learning muft readily allow, -.hat this 
method of inflrudling^ is grave^ fober, and 
exceedingly ufeful, and fometimes necedary 
in the fciences, as iL opens an eafy and fa- 
miliar pafTage to the human underilanding in 
all new difeoveries, that are abdrufe, and are 
out of the road of vulgar opinions. 

“ Hence, in the (irft ages, when fuch in- 
ventions and conclufions of the human realbn, 
as arc not trite and common, were new and lit- 
tle 
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lie known, all things abounded wit^ fables, 
parabwlts, iimiliei), comparifons, and-allufions, 
which were not intended to conceal, but to 
inform and teach, whilft the minds of men 
continued Tirde and unpraflifed m matters of 
fubtiky or fpeculation, or even impatient, or 
in a manner nncapable of receiving fuch things 
as did not diiedlly fall under and ftrike the 
fenfes : for, as hieroglyphics were in ufe be- 
fore writing, fo were parables in ufe before 
arguments^ and, even to this day, if any man 
w#uld let new light in upon the human under- 
ftanding, and conquer prejudice, without 
raifing contefts, animofities, oppofition, or 
difturbance, he mull flill go in the fame 
path, and have recourfe 10 the like method of 
allegory, metaphor, and allufion. 

“ To conclude, the knowledge of the early 
ages was either g^cat or happy ; great, if they 
by defign made ^is ufe of trope and figure ; 
happy, if, whilft they had other views, 
they afforded matter anU occifion to fuch no- 
ble contemplaftons. Let either be the cafe, 
our painsf perhaps, will not be mifemployed, 
whether we iHuftrate antiquity, or the things 
themfelves. T^he like, indeed, has been at- 
tempted byothers; butj^ofpeak ingenuoufly, 
their great and voluminous labours havealmoft 
deftroyed the energy, the efficacy, and grace 
of the thing; whilft, being BpfkilJ^*d in na- 
ture, and their learning no more than that of 
common-place, they have applied the fenfe of 
I z the 
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the parables to certain general and vulgar mat- 
ter?, v/itllout reaching to their* leal picpoit, 
genuire interpretation, and tull depth, 

Foi nnklf, theiefore, I exped to appear 
new in thefc common things, bec-ufe, leav- 
ing untouched fuch as aie fu^iciently plan\ and 
open, 1 fliall drive only at tLofe that are either 
deep or rich.*’ 

In this admirable work, our author has laid 
open, with great fag.icuy and penetration, 
the feciet meaning of the pliyfical, moral, and 
political fables Oi anijouit) , in doing whiclk, 
he veiy wifely and piuJchUy took occafion to 
throw' out many oblu vations of Ids ownrj for 
which he could not iiavc found otherways fo 
lit and favouiablc an opporiunitv. 

He publi/hcd this tieatifc in Latin ; in 
which language he feems to have wrote it ; 
and dedicated it to his couliij, the lord-trea- 
furer Salifbuiy, and the univerfity of Cam- 
bridge. This woik has been very ofter^ re- 
priftted fince, and, except his efTays, is, if all 
his writings, the moft gene; ally known and 
tllecmed. Sir Arthur Gojges rendered the 
whole into Englilli, w<hich is ufually added 

the ^thor’s efTays ; and it is to this book 
the gjteat poet, as well as traveller, Mr. 
George Sandys, doth, in his learned notes on 
bis veifjon of Ovid's Metamorphofes, acknow- 
ledge himfelf to be much indebted, ftiling 
my lord St. Albans the crown of ail modern 
authors. 


V. In 
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V. In 162Q1, he prefented to king Janies L 
his N^vurn Organum ; which, of aM h*s plu' 
lofophical woik.s he the mod highly valued. 

In order to give the rcacle* a juil; idea of the 
value and *1111001 tance* of th'b woik, \vc v»ill 
firil ck-fenbe the nature of if, and then men- 
tion the judgment palled iheicon by iorne. 
the greateft ornaments of the republic Off let* 
ters. The clcfan of the Novum Organuin 
was, to execute the fecond part of the Inflau- 
ration, by advancing a more perfect method 
oft ufing the rational faculty than men were 
before acqi'c^ntcd with ; in crJcr to rai/c and 
improve the human underda ding, as far as 
its prefent imperfecl ftate admits; and enable 
it to conquer and in^cipret the difficulties and 
obfcurUies of natu^'c. Wuh this view it ini- 
dertaites the care r.t.d condaiSl ct the under- 
, Handings, and diLuvs out and deferibes the ap- 
paiatu*^ and inllraments of reafoning; whence 
it apBcars to endeavour at a new kind of logic, 
tht)u^ greatly fupcrior to the common ; 
whiLh, througS the abufes cicpt into it, ap- 
pears fUK^- to corrupt than ftiengthen and im- 
prove the miniJ ; for the* fcopc and ufc of this 
new logic IS not to difcover arguments and 
probable reafon*^, but arts and woiks. ' 

It IS divided into two pimcipal patts ; viz, 
into a preparatory part, and one that is feien- 
tifical and inflrudlivc. The firft part tends to 
prepare and puigc the mind, and fit it to re- 
ceive and ufe ifie irflru«!dicns and inftriiments 
laid down in the fecond ; the mind, like a* 
I mnro*"-. 
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mirror, requiring to be levellecj^ and policed, 
or clifcharged of its falfe imaginations aild per- 
verted notions, before it can be fet to receive 
and leflcd the light of truth and juft informa- 
tion : and the levelling part is of four kinds. 
With refped to the four different forts ofwdcls, 
or falfe notions, that poflefs the mind. Thefe 
idols are cither acquired or natural ; and pro- 
ceed either from the doftrines and fodls of 
philofophers, the perverted and corrupt laws 
and methods of dcmonftiation ; or clfe are ii- 
nate and inherent in the very conftitution«of 
the mind itfclf. 

The iirft labour, therefore, is to difoharge 
and free the mind from its fwarms of falfo 
theories, which occafion fuch violent conflidls 
and oppofitions. The next point is to releafe it 
from the llavery of perverted demon ftrations : 
and the laft is to put a check upon this feduce- 
ing power of the mind, and cither to pluck 
up thofe innate idols by the root, or, i^ that 
cannot be done, to point them out, that they 
may be thoioughiy known and watched, and 
fo have the depravities which they occafion 
corredied. This levelling part, therefore, is 
performed by three kinds of confutations : 
viz. the confutation of philofophies, the con- 
futation of demon ftrations, and the confuta- 
tion of the natural unaflifted reafon. 

When thus the mind is rendered equable 
and unbialTcd, the work proceeds to fet it in a 
proper fituation ; and, as it were, with a be- 
nevolent afpedt to the remaining inftrudlions ; 

whereby 
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whereby the bufinefs of preparing the mind ii 
ffill fjjfther cafried on ; and the whole diift of 
this enfuing part is only to pofll-fs mankind 
with a jult opinion of the whole Inftauratioix 
for a time^ that they may wait with patience 
the ^ue and event thereof, upon folid adliie- 
ances of fome confiderablc benefit and advan- 
tage from it when its fcope fiiall come to be 
well underftood ; and thence it proceeds di- 
flin< 5 lly to obviate all the objedlions and falfe 
fafpicions which may be railed about it, 
tlyough the prevailing notions and prejudices 
drawn from religious confiderations, thofe of 
abltr^dl fpccuUtion, natural prudence, diftiuft,, 
levity, &c. thus endeavouring to pacify and 
allay eveiy wind of oppofition, 

To render this preparation Hill more com- 
pleat and perfed, the next thing is, to raife 
the mind fiom the languor and torpidity it 
may contradt frpm the apparent miraculous 
nature of the thing ; and, as this wrong dif- 
pofi^n of the mind cannot be redlih&d with- 
out the difeovery of caufes, the work proceeds 
to mark put all the impediments which have 
hitherto perverfly retatded and blocked the 
way of true^hilofophy ; and thus makes it 
appear no wonder at all that mankind fhould 
have been fo long entangled and perplexed with 
errors, 

■ When the ways of removing thefe impedi- 
ments are (hewn, there follows a chain of ar-- 
guments for eftabliibing a foiid foundation of' 
I 4 hope,. 
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h^'pc*, for the better fu’ccefs of genuine and 
and fci viceablc philofophy in fut^ne ; fo^it is 
heic'^v (leinonllratcJ, tliat, though the inter- 
p (jf nature intended Ly the Inftaura- 

non H' i}’ indeed be diflicult, yet jnuch the 
t'f cater pa is of the difhculties attcndint; it ore 

^ 1 ^ r ” Cl 

111 rnc jiov?. Cl (jt man to icmovc ; as anluig, 
rot f o:n the nature ot the fenfes and things 
thcinfcivec, but only require that the mind be 
icdjfied, in order to then removal : and this 
fnfl general part concludes wuli an account of 
the excellence of the end in view. 

The preparatory prart being thus difpatche^, 
the^ work proceeds to the buhnefs [of informa- 
tion, the pei feeling of the und«i:{landing, and 
the delivery of the art of working v\ith this 
new macnine in the interpretation of ikature. 
This is laid down in three feveral branches, 
with regal d to the fenfe, the memory, and 
the icalon ^ each whereof fs aiFiftcd in its 
tunj. % 

'1 his work he addreffed to his majefly, jf'ho, 
in his letter dated O^lober ij\ 1620, tells 
him, that be could not have made hiiri a more 
acceptable f pi efent ; aqd, that, for his part, 
lie could not e^prefs his thanks ^better, than 
by informing him of the refolution he h?id 
taken to jcaci it through with caie and atten- 
tion, though he (hould Ileal fome hours' from 
his fleep, having otherwile as Iit'de fpare time^' 
to read as his lordfhip had to write it ; with 
man} other gracious e;fprcffions which fully de- 

mondrate 
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monfliate how much th,* clia^' teller vva^; in tlie 
kinj^’b gooiF graces, aiiJ l‘Ovv Jii^h i rs eilctni 
he haJ for his parrs and lea'L.ng. 

'’J he famous Sii llenry Wc uc i, to when 
his lordljiip fent thiee cot :e^ of tins Look, 
wrote him a large letter cf pra fs ip ret liii ; 
w/)ith, as vve no icr c ^irpLntcnt^ , 

we ihali omit, ile received the likctuhutecf 
commendation from inch as ui'e the v\Ah 
lea ned, or io aftei^o d to be thought, in this 
and ill the neighbouung nations , yet, afiei 
jil, this peifoimance was railier piaifed than 
read, and rnoie generally appiauiled than un- 
deilLood. This produced a kii d of latent 
cenfuie, a fort of owl like ciucifm, that durfl. 
not abide day-hght. Honeil Ben. Johnfon 
produced this to the world a little after our 
author’s death ; when he very generotifly, ai5 
well as jiidiciOLiBy, gave this charadlei of the 
Novum Organ^in That, though, by moli. 
fuperficial men, wdio cannot get beyond the ti* 
tie VNominals, it is not pcnetiated or under- 
flood, ically topeneth all defedls of learning 
whatfoeyci, and is a book, 

t 

Qui longuri! noto feriptori prorogOit aevum. 
To latell times fhall hand the author’s name, 

^ We need not wonder at this, when we con* 
hder the pains it coft thenobic Verulam : for 
Dr. Rawley^afTures us, that he had feen twelve 
copies revifed, altered, and corretted, year by 
I 5 year. 
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year, before it was reduced into the form in 
which it was publifhed. We muft however 
allow that It is not abfolutely perfedl, as ap- 
pears from uhat a moft ingenious and judici- 
ous writer has delivered upon it, with that mo- 
delly, circumfpedlion, and good fenfe, which 
is difcernible in all his vviitings The ptrfon 
I mean, is the late learned and excellent Mr. 
Baker, of St. John’s college in Cambridge ; 
who allows that my lord Bacon law clearer into 
the defedls of the art of reafoning than moft 
men did ; and, being neither fatisficd with the 
vulgar logic, nor with the reformations thdt 
were made, fuitable to hisvaftand enterprifing 
genius, attempted a logic wholly new and 
plain, which is laid down in his Novum Or- 
ganum. 

** The way of fylloglfing,” fays he, 
feemed to him very fallacious, and too de- 
pendent upon words to be much relied on ; 
his fearch was after things ; and therefore he 
brought in a new way of arguing fropj. in- 
duftion, and that grounded upon obfervations 
and experiments.” But the fame gentleman 
obfervesj That ‘‘thisjikn, as laid by him^ 
looks liter an univerlal art thpn a diftin^ 
logid } hrid the defign is too great, and the in- 
du^fidn too large, to be made by one man, or 
any fociety of men in one age, if at all prac- 
'ticable ; for, whatever opinion he might ha%f 
of the conclulivenefs of this way, one crofs 
circumftance in an experiment would as eafily 
overthrow his induAioO; as an ambignous 

word 
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word would diforder a ryllogifm j and a man 
needs only make a trial in any part of natural 
hifttry, as left us by my lord Bacon, to fee 
how conclufive his indudlion was like to have 
been. To fay nothing, that, notwithftahding 
his blaming the commoi logics, as being too 
miich fpent in words, hiinfc'f runs into the 
fault he condemns ; for what elfe can we 
make of his Idola Tribus, Idola Specus, Fori, 
Theatn ; or of his Inftanti® Solitariae, Mi- 
grantes, Ollenlivse, Clandeflinae, Conftitu- 
tivas, &c, but fine words put to exprefs very 
•common and ordinary things ? 

After the way of free-thinking had been 
lay open by my lord Bacon, it was foon after 
greedily followed; for the underllanding affeds 
freedom as well as the will, and men will pur- 
fue liberty though it ends in confufion.** 

There is certainly a great deal of truth in 
what Mr. Bak^r fays, with regard to thecon- 
fequences of Itird Verulam’s pbilofbphy, and 
tl* manner in which it has been prof^uted ; 
bin furely this ought not to be imputed to 
him, who, If I underftand him at all, was, of 
all phlofophical writers, the lead addidled to 
ffee-think^g. Of Ais opinion is the famous 
Morhof, who bellows the bigheft praifes on 
the work of which we are now fpeaking ; 
making no fcruplc to declare, that he had 
found but very little in the books fiace written 
^ ty Englifhmen, the grounds of whkh he had 
not long before n\et with in Bacon ; the extent 
of whofe genius llruck him with admiration, 
16 as 
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as it muft do every man who takes the pains 
to underfland him ; bteaufe, though thib new 
logic of his be very diflicult, and requires 
much ftudy and application to mafter it, yet it 
leads to the knowledge of things, and not of 
words. ^ 

Mr. Voltaire, in his letters concerning llie 
Englifh nation, remarks, That the bell, and 
moll fmgular, of all his pieces, is that which 
is moll ufelefs and leaft read. I mean,’' 
fays our author, his Novum Scicntiarium 
Organum- This is the fcafFold with which 
the new philofophy was raifed 5 and, when»* 
the edifice was built, part of it at leaft, the 
fcafFold was no longer of fervice. The Icrd 
Bacon was not yet acquainted with nature, 
but then he knew, and pointed out the fe- 
verrd paths that led to it. He had defpifed, in 
his younger years, the thing called philofophy 
in the univerfiiies ; and did all^hat lay in his 
power to pi event ihofo focieiies uf men, infti- 
tpted to improve human reafon, from de- 
praving it by their quiddities, their horrors'of 
their fubftantial forms, a'nd all thofe 
impertinent terms, which not only igr^^rance 
had ren^^^red venerable, but which^had been 
made by there being ridiculouiiy blended 
with reMpbn.” 

There Cannot be any thing more honourable 
for the memory of this great perfon, than the 
teftiniK^y of the wiiter before -mentioned, who, 
it is c#tidn, has not (hewn too great a read!-- 
aefs to prtfilb or commend any body^ and moefe^ 

• kis 
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lefs the Entail fh authors, whom, except New- 
ton, he feems to applaud with rcluflance. 

is, however, one thing in his judgment 
of this work whxh deferves to be particularly 
d • and that is, his companfoii of it 
to a fchdojd ; which, it cannot he denied, is, 
once, very juft and very /ignificant; but 
then It is not vciy eafy to krovv, what this 
great critic mrans by reprefenting it as uf^efs, 
airJ affijining that as a reafon why this treatife 
is now fo little read or underflood. 'I'he very 
contrary of this feems to be the fa(ft : the new 
philofophy ftands like a vaft magnificent pa- 
lace, in fome places half finifhed, in others the 
v^alls carried up to a moderate height; in fome, 
juft raifed above the ground ; ia others, hardly 
raaiked out. What reafon, therefore, for 
taking away the fcaftbld ? Or, rather, What 
reafon to exped the work Ihould ever be 
finifticd, at Icaft thoroughly and regularly, if 
the fcaffold We taken away ? 

The truth of the matter is, that fcveral v/ho 
nave wroijght upon this noble ftru^lure fincc, 
haveeiedlcd Icaftolds for their own ufe, of their 
own ^ontnvance ; ^and, when they have, in 
fome in^ilure, finiftied the part they were 
about, taken them away, and concealed from 
the eye of the public their manner of working. 
Others again have attempted to raife fcafFolds 
from the lights leceived from our author ; 
and, fo far as they have copied them, have 
done this with great fticcef>. 


But 
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But loid Verulam’s was a more noble de*. 
fign : be knew that the life of one ^an could 
not fuffice for tJie finifhing, even a fmall pf>rt 
of this flPittly edifice; and theiefore he fpent 
fo many years in conftruding this fcaffold, 
which might have ferved for pcrfcdii.g and 
com pleating the whole work, if others hatd 
been as diligent in puifuing his plan, as he was 
Hudious and careful-, in rendering it every way 
fit foi the ufe which he defigned. 

This is the true acepunt, and the only tiue 
one, of the Novum Organum ; and one may 
fafeJy venture to aflert, Ttvat, if his defigu 
had been purfued with that lleadintds which it 
deferved, the new philofophy had been by tbfs 
time, not only moie peife<ll: than it is, but 
more perfect than it is ever like to be, unlefs 
the learned at lafi: difeern their erroi in this re- 
fpe^l, and are content to make ule of the helps 
he has left them; which, the ;nore they are 
confidcred, the more they are tiled, will be 
found more adequate to the great defign 
their author, than w'cll can be imagined. ^ 


Loid 
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* 

1,01^ B A c o n’s Character. 

Sir Waltfr Raleigh, that true judge 
of men and things, of ages pall and prefent, 
^ifcouifing of the gieat men of his time, 
faid. 

The earl of Salifbury was an excellent 
rpcaker, but no good penman ; that lord J lenry 
Howard was an excellent penman, but no 
good fpeakcr ; Sir Francis Bacon alike emi- 
nent in both. 

The judicious and penetrating Ben. John- 
son thought, that Englifli eloquence afeended 
till the time of the vifeount St. Albans, and from 
thence went backward and declined. He 
who was not too apt to praife, was profufe in 
praifes of Bacon, clofing them with thefe ad- 
mirable refl#6lions : 

My cflnceit of his perfon was never cn- 
^reafed toward him by his place or honours ; 
*but I haje and do reverence him for the great- 
nefs that was only proper to himfelf, in that 
he feemed to me ever, by his works, one of the 
greatelkmen, and moft worthy of admiration, 
that had been in many ages. In his adverfity, 
I ever prayed that God would give him 
ftrength, for greatnefs he could not want i 
neither could I condole in a word or fyllable 
for him, as knowing no accident could do 
harm to virtue, but rather help to make it ma- 
nifeft,” 

Archbiftiop 
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Archbi^op Wiili.ims, to whofc t uc the 
vifeount St. Albans, ernuauted his* oklcio«. 6 
and epi flics, < ^ {.rJiIJ hr. fta'c if . t confi- 
dence icpoicd III li'-n in t tjfl VvOrJ^ . 

** Yoin loiJjlrp ^ ti ri.vnl \ )Kinl), rhcie- 
fore, in prckrcin;* I'.tii. t .o p, rv b . 
the icll 01 cLoh. r-ncMciikTa inouLiik.^r. > uu u»_ill 
leave bclnod >oli coJifiJcnro , th^,r, as one 
age hath i ct bred yom c'[h fa is it not 

fit it fliould be (Oifinacl to one ngc, and not 
impaited to tl'c times to come . 1 ' i my part 
therein, ] do (mbi'^tc the horoui \MtIi all 
thankfnbuf , auci r tiui, iiiipofod upon me^ 
with all religion and Jevoao''*/^ i. 

7’he fiimou . Sir Henry Wo'-ton, on receiv- 
ing from inin the No\um Organum, wrote 
thus ill retain : 

“ Your lordfaiphpth done a gieat and ever- 
lafting benefit to all the childien of nature, 
and to natuic Imifclf in her iUino»9: extent of 
latitude, \\ho never beiojc had fo noble noi fey 
true ao irurp/cter, or (as I am leaclicr td 
llile youi loidiliip) never fo inward A fccrctary 
of her cabinet.” i 

But one of the roblefl, and perhaps the moft 
noble, teflimony in honour of his g; cat abi- 
lities, was the I-.ttci wiitten to him, not long 
after liis fall, by the uiiueifily of Oxfoid, on 
their receiving hmi his booh Dc Aug- 

mentis Sciential um the fird paragiaph only 
of which lhall be ]k»e tiarfcnbcd. 

“ Right lionou.able, and (what, in nobi- 
lity, is almoft a mi.acie) moil learned vif- 
eount ! 
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count ! Your honour could have given nothing 
ijjore agftcahlc, and the univtj^fity could Jiave 
jccciv.d notliing more acctpr^.nle, iKn the 
iDCici'C(.s ; ihofe fcienccs v\hicli flic ior- 
lent foi til pool, of kuv lUtuit., unpo- 
lished, f .c h.iih i<-c('ivcd clco vnt, tall, and, 
lilt li'ppljcs of your wit, by vJiith alone 
they touid loive been advanced, rnoft rich in 
dowry. She eiieemeth u an ixtraorditvary fa- 
vour to hi\e a return, wuh ufury made of 
that by a Granger (if fo near a rcla.uon may be 
called a kranj^^ei) which fhe bcflows as a pa- 
trimony upon her children , and Die readily 
acknov\kdrtrb, that, though the nmfes are 
l[)oin in Oxioid, they giow cifewbcrc ; grown 
tlicy aic, ?nd undci youi pen; who, iske fotne 
mighty Hcivi.lcs in learning, have, by your 
own hand, iuithei adv.mccd ihofe plllais in 
the lca*ncd W4nkl, which, bv the roll of that 


w^orld, wci^fuppoft d immoveable.'^ 

Dr IViCr lleylin, Wiiu wa& thought, in 
t'nn, a gicat judge of nun, things, and- 
looks, npicicnts the vifcount St. Albaijs a$ 
a man ut a diong brain, and capable of the 
higf (il pciloi n. .Alices, more elpe-^ially of fram-^ 
irig a cibdy of peikct philofopiiy. 

Pity It vva*^,” faid he, “ he was not en- 
tcr^iiiied V .til fome Iibenl falaiv, abftradled 


Ironi ali af.dos bo.!, or court and judicature, 
and fujM.ncJ uifh iutisciency both of means 
anc! blips foi the going on in his defigns ; 
iiacl It been, he iniLht have given ns 

fuch‘ 
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body of natural philofophy, and made 
it fo fiibforvient to tlic public good, that nei^ 
thcr Ariftotlc, noi Thcophrai'lus, among 11 the 
ancients, nor Paracellus, or the jeft ot our 
later ciiymilhj would hu.»re been confiUera- 
ble,’* 

We (hall add to thefe authorities but two 
more from the icarned of our own nation; but 
they are fuch as might alone iia\c fecured im- 
morlality to any author they had commended. 
The firh of thefe was Mi. Audifon who, in 
one of the Ta'Jcrs, in winch he vin litates the 
Chiiliian religion, by (hewing tha; the vvifeft 
and ableft men in all ages, have j^rofclfed’ 
themfelves believers, fpeaks of our author 
thus : 

I (hall in this paper only inftance Sir 
Francis Bacon, a man who, for the gieat« 
neftr of his genius, and compafs of ki ow'- 
ledgc, did honour to his age anu country, I 
could almofl fay to human nature itfelf. He 

f ^olTeded, at once, all ihofe extraordinary ta- 
ints which W'cie divided amongft thf- gieatell: 
authors of antiquity : he had the found, di- 
ftin6l, comprehcnfive knowledge of Ariftotle ; 
with all the beautiful lights, graces, and em- 
bjsllifhments, of Cicero : one does not knovj^ 
which to admire moll in his writings j the 
flrength of rpafon, force of fiilc, or bnghtnefs 
of imagination. This author has remarked, 
in fevera! parts of his i\orks, that a thorough 
jmfight into philofophy makes a good believer; 
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sud, that a fmatterin^ij^ it', naturally pro- 
ikcV'^ luch a race of delpicabrc infidels, as the 
little pioHiLMte Wi Iters of the prefeht age, 
whopi, I mufl conkls, I have always accufed 
to im/eif, n ^t fo much lor their want of faith 
•as foi want of learning. I was infinitely 
pltafed/to find, among the works of this extraj- 
ordinary man, a prajer of his own compofing^ 
which, for the el«>/ation of thought, and greaU 
nels of exprefiion, feems rather the devotion 
of.in angtl than of a man. His principal fault 
feems to have been the cxcefs of that virtue 
which covers a multitude of faults; this be- 
^trayed him to fo gieat an indulgence towards 
his fervants, who made fuch a corrupt ufe of it, 
that it dripped him of all chofe nehes and ho- 
nours whicn a long feries of merits had heaped 
upon him.’’ 

The fecond is that fhort charadlejr of his 
writings ^ven us by the pen of the moft 
I noble Jo’*n bhcflield, duke of Buckingham- 
•fhire, vvho afLrts, That all his works are, for 
expiclTi as well as thought, the glory of our 
nauoii and of all latter ages. 

The lafl autho*»uy we lhall cite on this fub- 
jeft, ffiall be Mr. Voltaire, who very j/jftly 
fliles him the father of experimental philofo^ 
phy ; and cnteis into abundance of veryja-» 
dicious rifled ons on his difco\ cries and writ-» 
ings ; owning, at the fame time, that what 
furprized him moft, was, to find the dodniv* 
of attradion, which is looked upon as 

foundation 
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feufiSation of anotJjSrr r-fulofophy, exgfeflylfet 
f^c^n in lord Barbu’s, in words not to be wf* 
ti overted or miHaken. 

Wc (hall not take upon os to decide hoV far 
tins may be jufl oj i ; but leave it t-'j the 
feaicb of the Lamed im^enious VcaJei . 
Only gue us katc to (ay, We Ini^vways 
fuff^dted ^hat the Novum Oigamim ham^ 
fo littlfe commended by the moderju 
reafons ; fiid, that it requiies a cLcp head 
a ftrong attention to become fu’ly maftc. of it^ 
and fo nas been thorou^^hlv' undcilloca by few : 
ifecondly, that thofe (cw who hwt ludv p^nc- 
Itatcd it, ufed it to ia<^e OiudLUi: of thun 
0vn, and not to h ^ifa Eicon’s f al itt, of v/ f- 
dbm. 

^ It W'as peculiar to thl*' j n it nan to hater )- 
thing nai low and ielfifli in h cv. n ^ b or , ne 
gave away, without lOnct n, he 

poffefTtd ; and, bc)<‘Jn^ o )i i r n of the 
fame mould, hoicuivtd v ta itk confi-» 
deration : nay, even as to fam s h^ li«J tlie^ 
like notion ; he wao defjrous to ti »rn it, hut 
in the fame way 5 not from hi^ Lro\^hd/t», 
but from his fiee and liberal co’nrrnnicu.Dn 
of that knowledge: fo that it ma) bt t.uly, 
Und without flattery, faid, his woill qualities 
were the excefles of the moflevltal \irtjes. 

His gloiy cannot be blaflcd by the flalhes of 
«aivy ’his failings hurt only bia contempora- 
^jfies, and weie expiated by liis fufFerings ; 
|KU hU virtue and knowledge, and, above 

all 
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all,|iis 7|al for mankinti, . be felt-wbik*. 
thsrl^ are men ; and, confequently, while thejn 
li.tve\KUitLidt , the name ot Bacon, Veruhm, 
or St jAlban^, can ne\ er be mentioned but with 
admim;;ion 1 
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